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to place before the Committee, nor was it
brought forward in a flimsy way. It was
brought forward because ithose who were
experts, and who wounld bave to admin-
ister the measure had, after mature deli-
beration, come to the conclusion that the
scheme would be o benefit, not only to the
consumer but Lo the worker and to the

employer. FEvery change created incon-
venience  though ultimately good fol-
lowed. He objecled to the imputation

that this had been brought forward in
an inadeguate manner simply because he
had told the Committee on what he was
relying.

Mr, ALLEN: While the Minister
stated that he had expert cvidence, he
(Mr. Allen) had expert evidence as well.
The evidence he had given was on the
anthority of rvepresentative firms such as
Albany Bell, who spoke for the pastry-
cooks generally, and who said it would
be absolutely impossible to work under
this scheme. Ile did not know whether
any of those gentlemen were among the
experts who had advised the AMinister's
officers, but if so it was rather peculiar
that they should see members of this
Chamber and make stalements of that
sort.

Mr. Carpenter: Does he say why?

Mr. ALLEN: That gentleman said the
publie would not buy stale pastry.

Mr. Carpenter: They will not have to
buy stale pastry.

Mr. ALLIEN: 1f it was desired to sup-
ply o party or a pienic on Monday how
eould it be otherwise? He helieved those
in the trade were making an effort to
wait on the Minister to express their
views to him. He would like to know if
the Minister's experfs had seen these
gentlemen who stated that the conditions
wonld be impossible,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those
pastry cooks who now found themselves
confronted by a possible change were
hound to say it would irritate, He lad no
objection to hearing iheir views so that
justice might be done by this legislation
and to give them an opportunity to ap-
proach him he asked that progress be
reported.

Progress reported.
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ASSENT TO BILLS,

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assenl to the follow-
ing Bills:—

1, Sapply (No. 3), £687,770.
2, Perth Tmprovement.

House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, drd December, 1913.

PAGE

Papers presented .. . .. 3279
Sitting Days and Hours, additional 3279
Papers;: Harvey Irrigetlon Works 3280
Bills . Pearling Act Amendment, 38, .. 3280
Esperance Northwards Railway, 2R. a2g1

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Health Aet,
1911—By-law No. 30 and amendment of
By-law No. 17 of the Municipality of
Boulder.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS,
ADDITIONAL.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY
{Hon. J. M. Drew) moved—

That for the remainder of the session
the Council do meet for the despatch of
business at three in the afternoon on
all sitting days, end that, commencing
with Friday, the 5th instant, the Coun-
¢il do sit on Fridays in addition to the
days already ordered.

1f Parliament was to close down before
Christmas it wounld be necessary for hon.
members fo sit longer hours and sit on
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a day extra each week. By sitting early
and late four days in the week we would
be able to get through the business in good
time, and also pay proper attention to
the Bills coming np for consideration. It
would be necessary now to sit on Thucs-
day nights and also on Friday., Another
place had extended their hours of sitting
from 3.30 p.m. onwards, and in addition
to that had suspended their Standing Or-
ders so that now Bills weve rushed through
in one day in some instances and came
straight on to the Legislative Couneil.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: When do you an-
ticipate proroging?

The COLONIAL
About Chrisimas week.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East) :
Would the hon., the Celonial Secretary
leave out Friday for the present? There
did not appear to be any reasonable
grounds for asking this House to sit on
Fridays. This House could do in one
sitting as much as another place could
do in four. No doubt hon. members
would sfrain a point to meet at three
o’clock, although if the Government pro-
perly managed their business there would
be no need for this.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Would you he
willing to meet next week on Friday?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Not unless it
was absolutely uecessary.

The Colonial Seeretarv: It will be ab-
solutely necessary.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Tt was desirable
that Parliament should be filled by patri-
otie men who were showing their patriot-
ism hy following an avoeation in life.
We did nof want professional politicians
n this House, and most members had their
business to attend to. Why should this
House he kept dilly-dallying waiting for
another place until nearly the end of the
session, and then for hon. members to be
asked to neglect all their proper business
outside and give four days a week, and
all day, to the business of this House?
Would the Colonial Seeretary not leave
out Friday for the present, and if it was
absolutely necessary later on, say the last
Friday of the session, or the last two, an
alteration could bhe made? He for one
was prepared to sit as early as the Minis-

SECRETARY :
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ter liked, but to sit late on Thursday
iighls was very itteonvenient as il blocked
the repular business of hon, members,
wlhich had lo be attended to.

Hon. H, . COLEBATCH (East}: in
view of the faet that country members
had left their homes and businesses with-
out knowing this motion was going to
come on, wonld the Colonial Secretary
be prepared to give an assurance that the
House would uot sit on Friday night, so
that members could ecateh their afterncon
trains? With the assuranece that this
Friday night would be treated in the same
way as Thursday nights had in the past,
he would be prepared to support the
motion.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE (North-East) :
It would be very inconvenient if hen.
members could not cateh at least the
Friday night train to the goldfields, and
conserquenty it was to be hoped the Min-
ister would fall in with Mr. Colebateh’s
suggestion,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (in re-
ply): Tt was not in accordance with his
liking to sit on Friday at all, or to com-
menee the sittings of the House at 3
o'clock In the afternoon, but it was ab-
solutely necessary, So far as this weck
was eoncerned, he would be quite pre-
pared to give the nssurance that the House
would not sit on Priday night, and if he
found it was not ueeessary to sit at ail
on Friday he would be prepared to ad-
journ the House on Thursday night.

Question put and passed.

BILI—PEARLING ACT AMEND-
MENT,

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Assemhly.

PAPERS—HARVEY IRRIGATION

WORIS.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)

moved—

That there be laid on the Table of
the House plans and specifications of
the proposed Harvey Irirgation Works
Scheme, together with eslimales of cost
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of completed scheme and cost of works
constructed up to date.
No doubt all these were readily available
and il was not necessary for him to say
anything in support of the motion.
Queslion pui and passed,

BILL—ESPERANCE NORTHWARDS
RATLAVAY,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH (North-East) :
T think this is the fourth Bill which has
been introdnced for the purpose of de-
eiding npon railway communication for
the Fsperance district. At any raie it
is fhe seeond oceasion on whieh a mcea-
sure has come hefore this Chamber
since | have had the honour of being a
member, This time the Bill is for the
econstruction of n line from FEsperance
northwards a distanee of about 60 miles
infto what is now known as, and has been
proved to he, a good distriet for produc-
ing wheat, and wiere a large number of
settlers have, from time to tine, gone to
live and make their homes. perfectly
satisfied from their experience that tln
district is a good one for growing cer-
eals, A very instructive speech was give
here last evening by the hon. the leader
of the House, and T do not feel disposed
to weary hon. members by moing at any
oreat length myself into what is to me
a verv important question. The valuable
information which the Minister gave to
the House, information which he gained
through his own personal ohservations
when in the distriet, and also from im-
portant Government officials of Western
Australia, iz, 1 [hink, good evidence to
shuw hon, members that the construe-
tion of these few miles of railway at any
rate is absaolutely justified. After the
set back the seitlers have received
through the want of ralway comwmuni-
cation, and throngh the lack of other im-
portant means by which the district
eould be benefited, and the way they
have stuck to their holdings and improved
them in the hope that some time or an-
other the Legislature would see its way
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clear to grant them what they deserve
ancd what has been proved they should
get, namely, railway eommnniecation———

Flon. Sir F. . Wittenooin : Would it
not have been better for them if they had
gone somewhere where Chere was a rail-
way ¢

ITon, R. D. ARDAGH : Unfortunately
many settlers in Western Australia have
been sent ount into distriets where there
is no railway und probably where the
land is no hetter than the land in the
Esperance district and where the rain-
fall probably is not so good. I think the
people who have gone down to Esper-
ance, many of whom bave had farming
experience in other parts of Australia,
should reeeive this raitway. The way
these people have stuek to their holdings
and improved them is a proof that the
distriet warrants the eonstruction of that
line. They have proved to my mind and
to the minds of olhers that the distriet
is a wood one for growing wheat of a
good quality. This cannot be denied,
because at the last Royal show they ob-
tained the second prigze for wheat pro-
duced in that area. It goes to show at
any rate that the district is capable of
produneing wheat of a high quality, and
ne doubl they can grow plenty of it, teo,
if given reascnable facilities for getting
their stuff to market. Other parts of the
State have railway eommunieation, so
that the settlers in the respective dis-
triets ¢an use their land for various pur-
poses; why not, then, grant these people
the same facilities, the smme opportuni-
ties of getting their produce to market?
Other farming distriets inland also have
railway commnnication, and 1 hope that
I will have opportunities in future of
supporting railways for still other por-
tions of the State, Ay vote will always
eo to assist railway comununication, be-
cause railways constitute one of the best
assets the State can have. Railways
inean encouragenient to people to open
up land in various portions of the State,
and without railways they cannot make
the headwayv they desire. The statement
ziven to the House last night by the Co-
lonial Secretary as to the quality of the
land at Usperance, the rainfall, the
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suitability of the ground for holding
water—information backed up by re-
ports of Government officials—should be
sufficient evidence that this short rail-
way is an absolute necessity. 1 hope
hon. members will see their way clear on
this oceasion to pass the Bill. We have
on numerous oceasions been backed up
by many of the leading newspapers of
the State in this demand for a railway
for Esperance. I am sure the opinions
expressed by these journals must be
widely known. In the Sunday Times of
last Bunday 1 noticed an article in
which some very important faets were
bronght to hear r the consideration of
this railway, An hen. member says the
paper has echanzed its views. Well, T
hope some hon. members will change their
views alse, in regard to this question.
At all events the Sunday Times is
widely read and goes to all portions of
the State, and consequently I am satisfied
that when its readers have perused this
article and those of other leading papers
they will not be so parochial as to say
that Esperanee does not warrant o rail-
way. The artiele in the Sunday Times
reads as foliows :—

Tn our opinion the Couneil ought to
pass this Bill. Tt represents, as we said
two wecks ngo, a legitimate agvieal-
tural proposition. Tt will fetch trans-
port facililies to over a hundred set-
tlers. Tt will open up a vasi tract of
cultivable country. Tt will interseet a
distriel the driest aren of whieh i1s with-
in the Hfteen-ineh rainfall belt. The
suifability of the soil for wheat-grow-
ing is aitested by the fact that a hag
of wheat from Grass Pateh took second
prize at the Roval Show. A powerfnl
arzument in favour of the railway is
the faet that its eonstruetion was re-
commended by a majority of the old
advisory board, A strong peint made
by the Aiternev General is that an ex-
cellent opinien of the land is held by
Mr. Sntton. The Minister of Tands
is anthoritv for the stalement that the
Tisterance-Grass  Pateh  country  has
many featnres in common with the
noted Pinnaroo district in South Ans-
tralia,  “The Pinnaroo distriet,” says

Mr. Bath, “wounld never have been
opened up had the ailitude towards it
been the same as that taken up in re-
gard to the Esperance province. IDis-
triets which were formerly condemned
are going to pull South Austealia out
of the mire and give it a decent cereal
production even in a year of insuffi-
cient rainfall and adverse cireum-
stances. We should acl here as thay
have done in South Ausiralia. We
should raise above pelly prejudices in a
matler of this sort.” 1t is seldom that
the Sunday Times agrees with the
Minister for Lands, but in this issve we
are fighfing on the same side. Without
setling ourselves up as land experts we
eonsider that a good ease has heen made
oul by the advocales of the railway.
The article continues— )
The Couneil will not be justified in ra-
jeeting this railway. 1f it does it will
lie apen to the charge of being
prampted by parochial prejudice, of he-
ing incurably biassed against Vaperance,
of refnsing to ligien {o reason when it
comes from the Labour Party. of pan-
dering {o seciional animosities and
stifling the progress of the South, and
it will be mighty diffieult for the Coun-
cil to elear iself in the eyes of people
who fake an impartial view of things.
This is elear evidence of what one seetion
of the Press has fo say in regard to the
gueslion of this rallway, T am salisfied
myself that the farming community are
not opposed to the consideration of ihe
line. T feel Ihat the representatives of
farming communilies in this Chamber are
no longer opposed fo the Bill being
passed. We have also the evidence given
in the report of Mr. XNiddleton, who
80 VE-—

1 consider that one million acres or
more of this mallee eonniry is equal in
value for the growth of cereals to the
same aren anywhere in the State,

Surely when hon. members lave state-
mentis like this from so important an offi-
cial as Mr. Middleton, they musl, in ail
fairness, attach some weight to the evi-
dence. T sincerely hope that in dealing
wilh this question on this occasion they
will take the reports of these imporlant
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officers into consideration. If these re-
ports are not worth anything, why should
these officers be retained to get out in-
formation of this deseriplion for the bene-
fit of those who rule the couniry? We
find also in the report prepared by M.
O’Brien, who is a competent engincer,
that the average rainfall in the district
is fully 15 inclies, and JMr. O'Brien goes
on to say—

Afler an examination extending over
six months, and carried out in a sys-
temalic way, I see no serious difficulties
in providing a relinble, economieal, and
clean water supply all over the area of
1%, million acres, including railway ve-
quirements,

We have had statements from time to time
that the ground is nof suitable for con-
gerving the water; yet we have from no
less velinble an aunthority than My,
O’Brien the siatement that the district
is a good one for holding waler. T do
not wish to fake up any more time, T
sineerely hope that hon. members wil
east their votes for the Bill and that thev
will give this portion of the farming com-
munity of Western Australia the smine op-
portunilies for getting railway commun-
ieation and Tor working Lheir lands as
have heen given to other portions of the
State, These farmers have struggled
gamely and with very little assistance,
with indeed practically no assistance from
the Agricultural Bank, and I think this is
a hig factor in their favour. They bave
taken up the same positiou as did many
of those sterling old settlers in the early
dayz, and have not been spoonfed in any
way; consequently I think they consti-
tute a most desirable class of settlers and
I hope that we will have many more such
setiled in other distriets as well as in the
Esperance district.

Hon, A, SANXDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban): Tt is 15 or 16 yvears since I
visited Esperance, and we have on the
Tahle of the IHouse a photograpl which
looks 15 or 16 years old. T do not know
whether it is a recent photograph or not.

The Colonial Seerctary: It is intended
to show the harbour.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I think T ean
say a good deal about the harbour, be-
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cause on lhat oecasion | came ncross
from Adelaide to Esperance and the chart
we sailed under was Captain Cook’s. I
notiged on the e¢hort several little dots of
tnk and the eaptain told me they repre-
sented some of the rocks which he hacd
spotted on his trips.

Tlon, J. W. Kirwan: Are there any
rocks anywhere else on the const?

Hon. A. SANDERSON : Unfortu-
nately (here arve; they represent one of
the great nalural disadvantages. Bnt it
is a very ungrateful task to depreciate
any portion of Western Auslvalia in
order to defeal a proposition brought
torward in lhis Chamber; in faet, so un-
grateful that I do not propose to indulge
in any depreeialion of Ysperance or that
part of the conntry. It is certainly some-
what amusing to hear the goldfields memm-
hers turned agricultarvists. The hand is
Esaw’s but the voice is Jacoh’s. Of
course this 15 a goldfields business from
start to finish,

IHon. C, A, Piesse: Not at all.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T will he glad
{0 hear the hon, member and he will have
the henefit of followine me, so I will not
have the right of replv. As far as the
zoldfields people are eoneerned T have no
hesitation in saying that this agricultural
mask is put forward with gveat clever-
ness, and it is certainly not put forward
with sincerity. Tt was a goldfields affair
in 1894, 1895, 1896, 1897, and 1888, and
it is a goldfields affair to-day, and per-
sonally I vegret that owing to the attitude
of the country, practically as a whole,
there is no chance of throwing this State
open to private enterprise to develop it
and bnild railways north, senth, east, and
west, for we certainly want them badly
enough.

Hon. R. &. Avdagh: Tf a railway is
good for a private eompany it is good
for the State.

Hen. A. SANDERSOXN: That inter-
jeetion would take one rather far afield,
but the position to be considered at the
present time is the financial position. We
have Dbeen sitting here for some six
months dealing with the affairs of the
country—the one important affair in this
country at present is the financial posi-
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fion—and we have been going on with
our deliberations—one wishes to use mild
language—practically without any regard
for the financial position.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: You are
the only man who has realised the sitna-
tion,

The PRESIDENT: Order !

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I can bardly
take that from the hon. membor, the
representative of millions, as he so fre-
quently tells us, of foreign capital. As
a struggling settler T have to look to the
finangial position, but as one who ean
look from the heights of Olympus on the
struggling mortals of this country the
hon. member cannot deal lightly, I should
imagine, with the financial position.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: I said
you were the only man who really
realised the gravity of the position.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: It is c¢hldish
to suppose that I can realise the finaneial
position in the presence of my hon.
friend.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom interjected.

Hon, A, SANDERSON ; I do not know
whether the hon. member refers fo him-
self. but T think he does. The financial
position in ¢onnection with this proposi-
tion of the Esperance railways seems to
be the key to the sitnation. We cannot
carry oub the development of this eountry
on the lines T have suggested, If a Bill
was brought forward by the Government
to give a eonecession for the eonstructiou
of a railway at someone else’s expense I
would be prepared to vote for it, but I
am not prepared

Hon. W. Kingsmill: That is probably
what it is.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: T eannot fol-
low ihe hon, member’s interjection. How
can the leader of the House propose that
in the present condibbon of affairs this
country should be committed to the con-
struetion of this railway? Tf we commit
ourselves to the econstruction of the rail-
way, if we pass the Bill, we will delude
more people to join the hundred settlers
already there. These settlers who, I take
it, are genuine settlers, quite ignorant of

,the operations on the eoldfields,

un-
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gophislicated, honest settlers, who know
nothing abont goldfields taeties, are there,
genuinely trying to develop their pro-
perty. If we pass this Bill it will act as
a magnet to draw more people to the
district, and we will not be able to build
this line.

Hon, J. Cornell:
who are there?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: My sympathy
goes out to those people.

Hon, R, G. Ardagh: We want the rail-
way to go out to them,

Hon. A. SANDERSON : The hon.
member desires that the railway should
be built. He has referred to it as an
agricultural railway, and has talked on
the rainfall and the ecrops, and the
manures and the dams——

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: T talked of faets.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Yes—a min-
ing rtepresentalive mnsquerading as an,
agricultural representative.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: Some of our
best farmers eame from the goldfields.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: Yes, and my
sympathies are with the hundred settlers
who have heen led to go out there, when
there is mighty little chance of n railway
being built, thongh T will not say of this
Bill being passed, as T, for one, do not
know hew the fizures are going. But
sympathy is of little use when one is
strugoling in the desert. Tf these men
have proved their hona fides it would not
be too much to remove them to a hetter
portion of the eountry. Tt would be
cheaper, and it would be a more business-
like hargain to setile them in—I will not
sav a more favoured portion of the eoun-
try—hut a more accessible portion of the
counfry, and if we could get an aceount
dealing with ihe two propositions, the
conntry as a whole would be very much
more advantaged from the eash point of
view than if the railway were built.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Doees the hon.
memher say the land is not valuable?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T have tried
to cuard myself three times against wish-
ing to depreciafe in any way the value of
land in the Esperance district. Tt is a
most ungrateful task to one like myself,
whoe knows something about the Novth-

What aboul those
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VWest, the South-\WVest, and the Sonth-
East, to set one portion of the State up
against another portion, and to have to
listen to the taunts of the preceding
speaking regarding the parochial point
of view. Why, that view is taken by the
hon. member and his political friends.
Their eyes have heen glued on Esperance,
and they can see nothing else, not even
the other portion of Western Australia
or the financial position.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: I was quoting a
Perth paper.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The hon.
member has no view of his own, and is
frightened to come into lhe open, but he
quotes, and quotes and quotes, on a sub-
jeet of which he knows about as much as
I do about siopes and winzes io which we
have been listening for the last three or
four weeks. I have a great admiration
for one hon. member in this Couneil in
regard to his attitude towards this pro-
posal, and if it was a persenal matter I
would like to give him a Christmas box
of the Esperanes railway and harbour,
and a block of land as well. It is quite
sad sometimes to think what a strain his
work in connection with this railway dur-
ing the last 15 or 16 years must have been
to his mind, but I do not think it is a fair
thing to accuse those who are opposed,
and strongly opposed, to this railway of
taking a parochial view of things, The
people who look at this proposa, from
the Western Australian point of view
will be the ones who will be most strongly
opposed to the railway at present, We
have & lot of work to get through. The
leader of the House has reminded us that
time is going on, and other members
wish to speak, and I do not desire to de-
tain hon. members at any very great
length. I hope that supporters of the

line will not think that hecause I have
compressed my remarks into the space of
a few minntes it is a subject which I do
not know something about. I believe we
can go back in the official records and
find that this railway was proposed in
1876. I went most earefully into the sub-
ject 14 or 15 years ago when the people
on the poldfields would have scoffed at
ihe idea of urging agriculture as a claim
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for the construction of this railway. The
one thing was a railway to give them the
¢losest communieation with the sea.
There was a great deal of force at that
(ime in the argument in favour of the
line from a purely goldfields peint of
view, but we need not go over that. Then
we come lo the plea of health, and for
my own part it seems the strongest argu-
ment in support of this railway. Cer-
tainly it is the only thing which appeals
to me. Anyone who has been to Esper-
anee and to Fanny's Cove and other
places close by will have found some of
the most delightful summer spots for the
zoldfields people,and it is a great pity that
they cannot get down there. Those places
T believe would have proved an enormous
benefit to the goldfields people, but this
agricullure argument is simply a mask on
the part of the goldfields. I do not say
a word against the settlers who are in the
distriet.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: That is not a
parochial statement yon are making.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The position
of gzoldfields members in this connection
is obvicus, and the principal reason which
will indnce me, and I believe other hon.
members at this juncture, to lay this rail-
way proposal aside is that of the finan-
cial position of the country. Tf we pass
this Bill at the present time, the railway
will not be bnilt probably for years, cer-
tainly not for many months {o come.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Does the hon.
member want to stop all public works in
Western Australia?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The hon.
member need not ask me that question.
We know that the people who are stop-
ping the development of this country are
sitting on the Treasury benches to-day.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is very unkind.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: As I said be-
fore, time is running on and there are
other members who desire to speak in
connection with this matter. For my
part I shall vote against the Bill and T
trust it will be thrown out by this House.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East) :
This fourth request for the Esperance
Railway reminds me of the elassieal
story of the impeortunate widow. The
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widow had to deal with a eurmudgeon,
and the only point of difference between
that story and this House is that while
this House is not of the eurmudgeon
spirit, the widow had te deal with a enr-
mudgeon who feared neither God nor
man, but who at last said that the widow
was beyond everything. Now T confess
that T have been somewhat worried over
this question. My frst trouble was to
find that the widow was not an Esperance
widow at all, not a struggling attenuated
widow sueh as might be found at Esper-
ance, but a buxom Kalgoorlie widow.

Hon. J. Cornell: Yon wooed the widow
vourself once.

Hen. J. I*. CULLEN : A widow with
many charms indeed and wonderful elo-
quence, almost Milesian eloguence—such
was the Kalgoorlie widow. The weak
point in the widow’s claim has been free-
lv put before this House by Mr. Sander-
son. Hon. members can easily reeall
the arguments for this vailway when the
present Government came info power.

Hon, Bir E. H. Wittenoom : This is
quite a different railway altogether.

Hon. J, F. COLLEN : The Govern-
ment when they came into power conld
not break away from the traditional
position and so they proposed a rail-
wav from Esperance to Norseman, to
eonnect with the Goldfields railway, and
thus make a ehannel of trade from those
newly seitled districts to the goldfields
market. There was a good deal to he
said for that propoesal, and there is a
good deal to be said yet. The traditional
argument against it is this: That after
Western Australin had expended such
enormous sums of money in giving the
zoldfields railway communieation, water
sapplies, and mining necessaries, it was
rather a serious proposition to give our
Eastern competitors a short eat to our
roldficlds trade. It is possible for a
State, as well as for a man, to forget
to provide for his own, and this State
has first of all to look after its own peo-
ple and its own irade. This State hav-
ine done its duty at enormous cost te
the goldfields, and thus made possible
the development of trade there, I think
the State had the first claim on that

[COUNCIL.]

trade, and that the old traditionary con-
sideration had to be weighed in connection
with the Government’s first proposal; but
I say wilhout fear of eontradiction that
the main consideration of this House in
refusing the first proposal of this Gov-
ernment was not that traditionary con-
sideration, but the faect that a financial
and a commercial ease had not been
made out for the construction of the
railway,

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Has it been made
out in the case of other railways?

Hon. J. F. COLLEN : Very much
better cases have been made out. Now
the Government come around and say
there is no truth in the notian that it is
a goldfields widow who is asking for this
railway, The goldfields, with supreme
self abuwegation, consent to the existence
of a gap of about G0 miles between the
head of this proposed line and the line
to the goldfields.

Ilon, J. W. Xirwan : Does the hon,
member eontend that the people of Es-
perance or the settlers do not want this
railway %

Hon. M. T.. Moss : Did vou ever find
a distriet in the world that did not want
money spent in it ¢

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : The Govern-
ment say that the goldfields have con-
sented to give np any benefit that might
come to them. There can be no possible
benefi® to them in this new proposal
with the existence of a gap of some 50
or 60 miles. 'This gap will make it im-
possible for any trade between the gold-
fields and the new settlers to take place.
It is a gap which may be called a bot-
tomless pit, an unbridgable gap. When
hon. members look at that remarkable
evidence of sell abnegation on behalf
of the people who have engineered this
line, I want to press this point, which
Mr. Sanderson so well put, that even
thongh there have been always a few
people at TEsperance who naturally would
like railway eommunication, and even
though the main engineering has been
from the goldfields, does any hon, mem-
ber think the Government would have
budged one foot but for goldfields influ-
ence, Not at all. A very important
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section of the Government supporters
are representing the goldfields.

Hon. J. Wi Kirwan: Does the hon.
member know that goldfields members re-
present that district?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: There is one
hon. member representing that distriet,
and only one,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: There are three
members in this House,

Hon. J. P. CULLEN: Yes, but T am
speaking just now of the hon. members
who influenced the Government in 1he
direction of introducing this railway.
Does any hon. member imagine for one
moment that the Government acfed at
the instance of this House or of members
of this House?

The Colonial Secretary: This THonse
passed a resolution in favour of the rail-
way to Esperance some time ago.

Fon. J. F. CULLEN: I am afraid no
hon. member can take the responsibility
for that just now, and the position I am
argning is that the movement is a gold-
fields movement, and that the Government
would never have budged a foot but for
the support received from the goldfields
representatives.  Ts this an honest and
ingenuous act of self abnegation in con-
seniing to the existence of a gap of ahout
G0 miles between the head of the pro-
posed line and the goldfields irade? I
say it iz not, and whilst the Government
are asking Parliament to pass this 60
railes of railway which I shall show pre-
sently to be an absolutely futile proposal,
do the Govermment intend before the
echoes of the debate on this Bill are off
the air, to bring in a forther proposal to
bridge that gap? If not. then they are
self-convicted of asking Parliament to
consent
money. What possible trade could be
developed by this 60 miles of railway
commencing nowhere and {erminating no-
where?

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: The hon. mem-
ber should have a look at the map, and
2e wonld find that it will commence some-
wliere and end somewhere.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The richest
soint of all is that we are here presented
with pictures that are some 20 years old.
There was a time when Esperance was an

to a wicked waste of public-
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important township and when it was in-
tended to be a very important place.
Those old pictures are here, and I do not
say that the leader of the Honse intended
that the House should be misled by them.

The Colonial Secretary: You know
well that I only hrought them here to
show the harbour.

Hon. J. F, CULLEN: Even then I do
not think the leader of the House will
say that with the aid of those pictures
we shall be very much “forrarder.”

Hon. J. Cornell: You must know that
photographs flatter.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I am afraid they
are not the only flatterers. I am afraid
the claimants for public expenditure bave
a way of flattering also, and I think even
the Colonial Seeretary did some little

flattering last night. I eannot vote
forthe present proposal because the
expenditure which would be involved

wonld be futile. It cannot possibly de-
velop a traffic which will pay interest, to
say nothing of working expenses.

Houn. J. W. Kirwan: Has the hon.
member read the figures in the report
of Mr., Middleton and Mr. O’Brien?

Hon., J. ¥, CULLEN: I have heard
them read. I am not going fo speak of
the Esperance harbour. That is o matter
for harhour experts. I can only take the
case which has been presented by the
Colonial Becretary himself, and from the
statement which that gentleman made, the
harbour cannot be now used for the ex-
port of wheat. Tt would not pay to ex-
port wheat frem Iisperance harbour.
The Colonial Secretary admiited that the
old jetty is in the wrong place and that
when the rveal harbour is econstructed
there will have to be a wharf in a dif-
ferent place, and that dredging cannot be
undertaken to bring eurrent day shipping
to the present jetty. There is no need
for engineering experts’ advice in con-
nection with those matters. They are
manifest to the lay mind. Do hon, mem-
bers who know anything of agrientture
believe that setilers can grow wheat on
this belt of eountry 30 or 35 miles inland
from Esperance, take it fo Esperanece,
down to this old jetty, lighter it into the
ship in the offing, and compete with the
wheat growers of the rest of the world?
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Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Why did the Ad-
visory Board reconmmend it?

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: They are nof
agriculturists.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Then why were
they appointed to report upon other rail-
ways?

Hon. W. Kingsmiil: They have heen
lightering all over South Anstvalia for
years.

Hon, J, F, CULLEN: The interjection
of the hon. member is very inapt.
Those ports in South Australia have
established charters that are now worked
with the utmost precision. LEvery cost
15 reduced to a minimum,

Hon, W. Kingsmll: But how did they
slart?

Hon. J. ', CULLEN: Leaving Esper-
anee as it is now and building this 60
miles of railway, and trying to compete
with the rest of the world, to say nothing
of the rest of Australia, it would take 20
to 25 years to develop anything like a
iraffic that would bring shipping to
Esperanee,

Hon, W, Kingsmill: John
would fix it up in three years,

'Hon, J. ¥, CULLEN: The freightage
would be stmply forbidding. I am speak-
ing on matters I have fortified myself
upon with very accurate information,
and whenever this subject is to be dealt
with, it cannot be done by a small pro-
ject sueh as the one now before the
House, It would be simply to leave this
meoney idle perhaps 20 to 25 years. When
I say idle I mean unproductive or pro-
ducing only a fraction of what is neces-
sary to pay working expenses and in-
terest. So far as my influence goes, I am
not going to shut the door on this project,
If the figures supplied last night as to
area and quality of conntry are eorrect
then this problem must be looked into
further. Hon. members know that the
usual course with agriculiural railway
building in this eountry is this: Settlers
find out the good ecountry and take
possession of it. Thev start their initial
works and develop iheir holdings, and
when they get to a eertain stage they come
to the Government and say, “So many
settlers are here, 5o much land has been

Dazrling
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cleared, so much land is under erop now,
and we can give yon an absolute cer-
tainly that by the time this railway is
completed and ready to earry our pro-
duce such and such a percentaze of the
interest and working expenses will be
ready straight away.” That is an argu-
ment that no Parliament ean refuse to
listen to. It is a praetical argument; but
the process has been reversed at Esper-
ance. The process there has been, “There
is land and if the conntry will build a
railway the settlers will go and develop
it and produce stuff for the railway to
carry.” That was the argument 2%
vears ago. I asked when the first Bill
came forward, “Where are the settlers?”
and the answer was in effect, “They are
up at Kalgoorlie, but they will come down
by the first train and get to work to
develop this land if a railway is built.”
That has a certain value, but it is a very
different argument from the one that has
weighed with this Hounse with every other
railway that has been built in agrieultural
distriets. In every other case the argn-
ment has been, “The land is there, the
settlers are there, and so much develop-
ment has taken place that there is a
practical certainty that the railway will
within reasonable time hecome a paying
proposifion.” Tf there is a belt as report
says of something like 100 miles from
east to west by a depth of from 35 to 50
miles from north to south of fairly good
land, then I say the country ought to
look into it. There is nothing whatever
in the fizures as to actual development
at the present. Developments are really
on such a small scale, some 3,000 acres
cultivated, that they are hardly worthy
of consideration.

The Colonial Secretary: Could yon ex-
peet more in the cirenmstances?

Hon. J, F. CULLEN: T certainly
counld, but not to grow wheat, If I were
taking up land at Esperance I would not
dream of growing wheal for export under
present conditions.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Does the hon.
member know that the present Govern-
ment have stopped setitement until they
are well satisfied this Bill will pass?
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Hon, J. F. CULLEN: I have an un-
comfortable feeling that it did not need
stopping, and that for all praetical pur-
poses a good deal of that seftlement was
little better than dummying.

The Colonial Secretary: They would
not dummy useless land.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: Useless land
would be just as good as high-class land
for dummying in the sense I am using
the term. Jf an argument has to be
worked up for Parliament, if it is in-
tended that the Minister could come to
Parliament and say so many thousand
acres has been applied for, the cost of
that argument is only 6d. per acre, and
there has been a suspicious number of
cangellations and withdrawals of those
first selections.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan : Because the House
refused to pass the Bill.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: We will pat the
best face possible on it, but to my mind
it is very suspicions. However, I am
very much more concerned with the
figures as to the land ecapable of use than
I am with those 3,000 aeres actunally
under cullivation, T repeat I do not
think it would pay to grow wheat there,
even if this railway were in existence.
How can the setiler prow wheat there at
2s. 10d. a bushel? He can do something
very much better than growing wheat.
That will be essentially a district for
growing fat lambs, mutton, and wool;
those will be the industries of that dis-
triet, undoubiedly.

Hon. J. Cornell :
in mixed farming.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Decidedly,
hut to sax it is a hardship that they can-
not grow wheat for export shows a want
of practieal acquaintance with farming.
No ore who is a practical farmer would
dream of growing wheat for export un-
der the present conditions or for many
yvenrs {o come in a distriet like that. He
could not possibly compete with other
wheat growers. My first intention was
to record a silent vote. However, I do
not want either in that way or in the

speech T am making now to shut the
" door en this problem. so far as my in-
fluence may go. T shall he prepared to

They can do that
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make one to investigate this problem. I
think it is very probable there may be
another alternative. If this area of coun-
try is 100 miles long from east to west
and only from 33 to 50 miles in depth
from north to south it might not be the
best thing to run a ratlway from north
to sonth. There may be o mueh more
practicable plan of running a railway
through the middle of thai tract from
west to east, opening up practieally the
wlhole of the belt with one line.

Hon. C. A. Piesse : Where is the port?

Hon. J. 1", CULLEN : And that rail-
way may find its proper ontlet at some
point on the Great Southern railway
system, Possibly some hon, member will
say that is Katanning again. I am go-
ing to meeb that objection before it ar-
rives. 1 am not asking for any parti-
cular point on the Great Southern line.
It may be through Nyabing to Xatan-
ning, or it may be through Ongerup and
Tambellup down to Albany, or it may
be by a more direct course to Albany it-
self. Those are matters for the Govern-
ment and their engineering advisers to
decide. ‘

Hon, W. Kingsmill: What is the
length ¢

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEN : There would
be at least 100 miles of railway in that
belt of conntry, and the connecting point
would be immediately with the Phillips
River eountry which is even belter than
the Esperance land.

Hon. W. Kingsiill:
there at Phillips River?

Ilon. J. F. CULLEN : I canot say
exneily, but it is quite sufliciently exten-
sive and it is practieally a continuation
of the Teperance belt.

The Colonial Secretary: What would
be the length of the line?
THon, W. Kingsmiil :

and seventy miles,

Hon. J. F, CULLEN : [f the connee-
tion were at Ongerup or at Nyabing the
distance from those points to the Phillips
River would be only about 100 miles.

Hon. J. Cornell : Judging from your
arguaments it is an abstract guestion.

Hen. J. P, CULLEN : Ti is not an ab-
straet question by any means. The Min-

How mueh is

Two hundred
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ister for Railways has been over the
country, and speaking at the opening
of the Tambellup-Ongerup railway he ex-
pressed himself entirely in favour of
opening up road communication between
the Great Southern line and Phillips
River as early as possible. At that time
he was possibly thinking of Ongerup.
But that is a matter for full investigation,
and T think this House wounld be per-
fectly justified in appointing a select
committee to investigate this question. I
would make one, and I am satisfied Mer.
Kirwan would make another, so that
both sides of the question would be re-
presented by us two, and I have no doubt
there would be other members who would
be willing to give their time freely later
on.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan : Has the railway
not been long enough before the public?

Hou. J. F. CULLEN : I fear that is
really not affected by my proposal, be-
cause this Honse cannot consent to the
present Bill. Itis "an unfinancial, uncom-
mereial, and a futile proposal in itself.
The only possible excuse would he one
which the Government would hesitate to
make. I suppose their goldfields friends
said “Keep it dark, do not let people think
this is the thin end of the wedge by which
we may get Parliament commitied to the
line, becanse if this is built they can come
to us and say, all the money has been
wasted unless you build the rest of the
line.” The only way to bring the money
which lias been wasted into use is to build
the remainder of the railway. I have ser-
ionsly put this view of the matter before

the House that in rejecting this Bill we

are not shutting the door on the people
who have taken up land in the Esperance
belt, We are saying to them, “We want
to do the best we can in the interests of
the country as a whole as well as in your
interests.”

Hon. J. Cornell: I hope the hon. mem-
ber always takes that view.

Hon, J. F, CULLEN: And we will not
shut the door on you; we ask you to have
a little patience.

Hon. J. Corpell: Their patience is ex-
hausted.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: And have this
alternative proposal investigated so that

one may get the fullest light thrown
on the matter. 1 certainly ecannot
vote for the present RBili, bnt I

do not say for a-moment that these
settlers are to be left in the lurch. That is
entirely absent from my mind, foreign
to my desire. Nor do I wish that that
tract of country, if it is as good as it is
deseribed, should be left unutilised, but
we want foller light and full investigation
of this alternative proposal. For these
reasons I must vote against the Bill,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (TEast): As
one who sympathises most keenly with
the settlers in the Esperance distriet, and
as one who sympathises also with the
people who may have invested money in
the port of Tsperance in the hope of it
becoming a prosperous place, whiech I
hope some day it will, alsg as one who
sympathises with the long founded desire
of the goldfields people to reach the near-
est port, I desire to say a few words lo
justify lhe action I intend to take in vot-
ing against the second reading of this Bill.
As other members have pointed out, we
ean only regard this as a half measure.
It would be impossible to look upen it as
a completed undertaking. We need not
go further than the railway from Cool-
gardie to Norseman to convinee ourselves
how little profit there is in these half
measures, I should be one of the last Lo
suggest that the Norseman goldfields
were not entitled to railway facili-
ties, but when i{he line is built
the eountry will have committed itself io
one of two propositions, either that they
must go on losing money on the uncomn-
pleted line, or they must complete the
railway to Esperance to give the line a
chance of paying its way; and the argu-
ment would be a strong one with the G0
miles of railway built, that so long as it
remains an isolated piece of line it will
be a heavy loser, and it is only possible
to make it profitable to complete it fo
Norseman, When it is completed to Norse-
man it ean only be made profitable at the
expense of the existing line. I do not say
that is sufficient reason to vote down the
proposal, but that is one of the things
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which we must bear in mind. So far us
the settlers of Esperance are concerned,
they must have a market. We are told
that this line will give them a port for
export, They must either have a port
to export their stoff from, or a local mar-
ket, and speaking as one who, whilst not
being a farmer, claims to know something
abont the conditions prevailing in the
agrienltural distriets, T say that at the
present time there is very little prospect
of a farmer sncceeding unless he has both
of these outlets for his produce, both the
home market and facilities for export.
The margin of profit is not large enough
to afford him a chance of doing well if
he is confined to one of these oppor-
tunities, Assuming that these people are
to be given a port to export their stuff
from we must admit that it does not mean
that we have only to buwild the G0 miles
of railway, but that a considerable sum of
money will have to be spent in improv-
ing the port of Esperance to make it snit-
able for export purposes. We are faced
with the position of the large expenditure
of money which would not be justified o
serve so small a tract of country. You
have to go, according to the reports, for
I am not acquainted with the distriet,
some 25 miles inland before youn reach
what is called good wheat growing land,
and you cannot persuade me that the re-
maining 35 to 50 miles of country will
yield sufficient prodnee to make it profit-
able to build the line and properly im-
prove the port. We come to this pro-
position. What is needed, and what will
have to be done in the future will he a
complete scheme fo construet a railway
from Norseman to Esperance, an east
and west line from 4¢ or 50 miles north
of Esperance to connect somewhere with
the Great Southern railway, and the im-
provement of the port of Esperance,
That is the only seheme that is going to
pay, and what is that scheme going to
cost?

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Why not make a
start?

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: I will give
my reasons for not making a start with
it now, and I have risen for the sole
purpose of giving my reasons, and I think
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they may animate other members of the
Honse in saying that this is not the time
to make a start. Without going into the
question too finely, 1 suggest that the

whole undertaking of buillding the
line from Esperance to Norseman,
the equipment of the port of Es-
perance and building a line east

and west, will cost at least one mil-
lion pounds, and I de think that an ex-
travagant estimate. We have to ask our-
selves, where is that money coming from.
During the last session of Parliament we
passed a Loan Bill for £5,600,000. Of
that amount one million pounds was
raised directly after the Loan Bill was
passed. Two million pounds were raised
early in this yeax, and cne million pounds
a little while ago, leaving one million five
hundred thousand pounds still to be raised
to earry out the works inecluded in the
loan authorisation. We have also to re-
member that the last loan was raised at
great cost, the bizgest cost that has ever

_been paid by Western Australia. We have

also to bear in mind that there is very lit-
tle prospect of money becoming eheaper
in thefuture. New South Wales is com-
mitted to large borrowings. Queensland
has to borrow something like eleven mil-
lions to re-pay loans falling due in 1914
15, and we see from the recent issues
of the newspapers that large sums are
required in France and Canada.

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: Does the hon,
member want all public works stopped?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Not at all.
If the hon, member will follow me I will
rmnke my position clear. I want him to
realise that money is not likely to get
cheaper in the immediate future, When
we have borrowed the one million five hun-
dred thonsand pounds required to com-
plete the works which have been passed,
where do we stand? Take the Perth tram-
ways: the amount passed on the anthori-
sation was £550,000 not mueh more than
the money required, and we know there
is probably another quarter of a mil-
lion pounds required for that purchass
on top of this loan aunthorisation, for the
power house and the extension of the
Perth trams. Then there is the broad-
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gauge line from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie.
Last session we were told that this work
must be passed at once; it was imperative
that we should get on with the line from
Coolgardie to Merredin at once. For
that work £300,000 was voted in ihe loan
schedunle, The work was of sueh urgency
that the Government countermanded an
order for 60lb., rails and substituted an
order for 80lb. rails, in order to push on
at onee with that work, I suggested at the
time there was no need for haste, but I
was defeated, and now we find that this
work has been entirely forgotten; it is
pushed baek, I do not know what has
become of the S0ib. rails, but I know that
the work has not been undertaken, but
when it is undertaken

Hon, W. Kingsmill: The Government
are trying to get ont of it, and I hope
they will,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I hope
they will for the present. Although this
line will pass through a portion
of the district which I represent,
I hope that the Government will
not push on with the work in prefer-
ence to other works which ought‘to be
carried out.  If they go on wiih that
work it means two and a half millions of
money on top of that nalready voted.
Then there is the Bolgart extension rail-
way. Only £10,000 was provided for
that in the £3,600,000 Loan Bill. An-
other £100,000 will be required for that
work. Then there is the Wryalcatehem-
Mt. Marshall line. Only £10,000 was voted
on the loan schedule for that work.
Money will have to be provided for that
work on top of the £10,000, and after
raising the one and a half millions still
anthorised it will require another £100,-
000 to ecarry out that partienlar work.
Then there is the extension of the
Yilliminning-Kondinin line to serve the
settlers who have been so unfairly treated
in the Kuomminin and Emu Hill dis-
triects duoring the last few years.
All this money will be required on top
of the one and a half millions left ont of
the £5.600,000 voted on the Loan Bill
Then there is the amount for harbours.
A sum of £75,000 was provided for the
Fremantle bharbour. That is altogether

. in the Loan Bill
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inadequate for the Fremanile harbour,
For Geraldion only £15000 was pro-
vided, not nearly as much as is required.
For Albany only £20,000. For Bunbury
no provision has been made whatever,
and the Premier promised the other even-
ing that a quarter of a million of money
would be spent on the Bunbury harbour,
All this money will be required after the
one and a half million pounds out of {he
£5,600,000 TLoan RBill has been spent.
There 15 nothing for Bunbury. Nothing
of the quarter of a million which the
Premier promised to spend.

The Colonial Seeretary: Another Loan
Bill is eoming down, von must remember.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: PRut the
bringing down of the T.oan Bill does not
raise the monev and pay the interest.
Only in this moning’s newspaper or ves-
terday’s newspaper the Premier admitted
the necessily of spending money to im-
prove the Bussellon harbour. No pro-
vision is made for that; there is nothing
A new loan will be re-
quired for that expenditure. Then there
is the important matter of the bulk hand-
ling of wheat. I am not prepared to say
what it will cost, but it is an immediate
and pressing necessity. At the present
time it is costing farmers twopence or
twopence-halfpenny per bushel for bags
alone, and this matter has to be faced. The
margin of profit on wheat growing

is so small that we cannot afford
to neglect this matter. For the
Agrieultural Bank only £500,000 was

provided in the total of £5,600,000.
All that has gone, and more too. The
Premier gave out ns his chief reason for
paying an exorbitant amount of interest
on the last loan that he had to have
money for the Agrienltural Bank and
workers’ homes. The point which I wish
to emphasise js that any money exceeding
half a million pounds required for the
Agricultural Bank must be in addition
to the £1,500,000, the remainder of
the authorisation. For workers’ homes
only £150,000 was provided, and T make
bold to say that the Government have
spent a quarter of a million on top of
that amount. The other day we
were told it was necessary to spend a
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large sum on metropolitan water snpply.
What that will amount to I do not know,
and I do not intend to go into figures re-
garding the various socialistic ventures
snch as the State steamers, sawmills, and
the implement works, and other things
in connection with which there is bound
to be considerable borrowing now, irre-
spective of whether they are going to
pay or not in the long run. Thete
is a million and a bhalf to horrew
to cover the existing aunthorisations.
There is another two and a half
millions more for the broad-gauge line
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie; there is
at least a quarter of a million in respect
to the Perth tramways; at least a million
within the next year or se in ¢onnection
with the Agrieultura! Bank. There is at
least a miltion for the harbours and for
the bulk handling of wheat, while half a
million has to be found from somewhere
to cover up the deficit, and at least a
quarter of a million to satisfy those agri-
cultural railways which T have already
referred to, that are provided for in this
loan schedule, but only in regard to the
start. There will be another guarter of
a million to cover the excess expenditure
in regard to +workers’ homes, so that
there is seven millions of money to be
borrowed without taking into considera-
fion the Esperance railway at all, or,
leaving out the broad-gavge line from
Kalgoorlie to Fremantle, say five millions.
Tf we pass this Esperance line, which of
those works are to be put baeck? The
bulk handling of wheat is far more im-
portant than passing a railway which we
cannot build for a number of years. Is
the improvement of the various harbours
going to he hung up in order that this
work ean he put in hand? I do not know
any one of the undertakings I have enu-
merated, with the exception of the broad-
gange ling from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie,
which could with any justification be sus-
pended in favour of the Esperance rail-
way. ‘Therefore we are committed to at
least five millions of expenditure before
we can look at this matter at all. While
the Esperance settlers have my sym-
pathy it must be remembered that they
have zone there of their own aecord, with-
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out any promise of a railway, and in
defiance of the statement of the manager
of the Agricultural Bank that he counld
not advance money.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: A promise was
made to the settlers.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Any set-
tler who lhas gone on that land before
such promise was  withdrawn is
entitled to some redress. So far as I am
concerned T have not a word to say
against the Esperance railway. The time
for its eonsiruetion will come when we
have restored sound administration in
this country, so that we are living within
our means, when we have restored confi-
dence among loeal people, and have also
restored confilence among outside in-
veslors, so that we can borrow moeney at
a reasonable rate. Those are the reasons
why T oppose the second reading of this
Bill.

Hon., Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
{North) : T do not propose to say much
in regard to this railway. The Esper-
anece railway has been hefore us for some
years, but on this partieular oceasion it
18 quite a different proposition from what
we have had before, and I fgel, after
listening to the very able speech of the
Colonial Secretary last night, that the
Government have been doing justice to
one of their greatest friends and sup-
porters, that is the hon. Mr, Kirwan.
Mr. Kirwan I know bhas been a great
sapporter of this railway for some time,
and I think it is due to him that the Gov-
ernment should do something for his on-
deviating support of them on cvery oc-
easion. 1 think it was wise for the Gov-
ernment to bring up this railway beeause
the hon. member has given them splendid
support on every oceasion. I have tried
to bring to my mind many divisions, and
T cannot think of one in which Mr. Kir-
wan has gone against the Government,
In the circumstances I think it is wise
for the Government, when they get a
really good supporter like that, to do
something for him, My greatest adwira-
tion in ‘eonnection with (he whole matter
is the splendid speeeh which eame from
the leader of the House the other night
on a subjeet g0 unworthy of so mueh at-
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tention. I am going to oppose this rail-
way on the best of all grounds, joking
aside, because it would mean an entirely
pew system in every way. There are a
few settlers who have gone down there—
I do not ecare whether it is the best land
in the world or the worst—they have gone
and settled on fhis land, and it means, if
we put a railway there, an entirely new
system. We would have to bave work-
shops, men there to repair the engines if
anything goes wrong, a new harbour, and
all sorts of expenditure, and for how
many? I think the Colonial Secretary
said 27,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: TIs that a sample
of the hon, member’s fairness in the pre-
sentation of his case?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: 1
conld not hear the remark which has just
fallen from the hon, member. I have a
telegram here from a gentleman who
lives in the Esperance distret, and he
says—"As a statesman I hope you will
support this railway for me®

Hou. J. Cornell: He judged you cor-
rectly.

Hon. Sw E. H. WITTENOOM: If
he had said “as his friend” I might have
supported i, but as a statesman I am
absolutely opposed to it, because we
woiulld have to start a new system, a new
set of railways, everything fresh, for say,
50 people. Suppose these 50 people have
spent £2,000 each, my idea is to give
them the £2,000 and tell them to go some-
where else where we have railways and
land available. We have so mueh land
opened up by railways, very extensive
railways, and a great deal of this land is
unoccupied. So my theory is that if these
men want to go somewhere near to a rail-
way let them go somewhere near to a
system which is in operation.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: This 1s the best
land.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM:
Whether the land is the hest in the world
or the worst, T say we would have to start
a new system, new workshops, a new
harbour, and all sovts of things. 1 say
buy these 27 or 50 men out, and let them
go to where railways exist and land is
available. T eongratulate the Government
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on the excellent manner in which they
please some of their supporters. I think
they bave had an undeviating supporter
in the hon, Mr. Kirwan, and it is very
nice of them to have brought this railway
proposition forward. We have had a lot
of argument about it; some of the argu-
ments have been purely academic, but in
these days we cannot go in for academic
arguments, we must go in for £ 5. d., and
in this case £ s, d. would be all loss.
There would be no profit there, nor would
there be for some time to come. There-
fore I say give these 27 or 50 men £2,000
apiece and tell them to go near to some
of the existing railways, This line has
been Mr. Kirwan’s hope for years, and
I am so glad we have been able to dis-
cuss it. The Government are to be con-
gratulated for bringing in a measure on
behalf of a supporter who has given them
most andeviating support from start to
finish.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) : In offer-
ing a few remarks in support of the
second reading, I desire to say that there
is no Bill that conld pass this House
which would give me gresier pleasure,
and T do not think there is any measure
that has ever been introduced into any
parlinment of Anustralia that has been
fought for so long as the measure now
under consideration.

Hon. Sir B IIL Wittenoom :  You
should sift down and vote yes.
Hon, J. CORNELL : I would he

pleased to follow the hon. ruember’s ex-
ample if he wonld practise what he
preaches. There is much to be said for
this line, but it has been said s¢ often
that it is needless for me fo say it again.
One of the wmain arguments brought
against the proposal by the opponents
of the second reading is that intfead of
the line going from Norseman fo Ksper-
ance it is only proposed to build it 60
miles north from Esperance. I think after
a Bill being introduced in this House
twice hy the present Governmeni for
a full length line from Esperance to
Norseman, and being defeated on both
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occasions, and after all the arguments
brought forward in support of a line
from Esperance 60 miles northwards——

Hon. J. F. Cullen : That is not so.

Hon., J. CORNELL : Well, it was ar-
gued that whilst the line might be justi-
filed for GO miles there was no justifica-
tion for a full length line. If hon. mem-
bers listened attentively to the speech
of the leader of the House, and if they
have read the reports of independent
Government officers they must come to
the conclusion that there is soyuething
in the Esperanee disiriet. I was ex-
tremely amused at the remarks of Sir
Edward Wittenoom on the question of
statesmanship. He said that he had ve-
ceived a wire reguesting him as a states-
man to vote for the line and he replied
that he would do so as a friend, but not
as g statesman. Then he went on to say
that it would be better for the Govern-
ment to buy out the settlers who had
gone to Esperance, to give them a certain
amount of money and send them away to
some other part. By that remark, the
hon. member destroyed all his claim to
statesmanship, because we have the re-
ports of men who were deputed by the
Ciovernment to go there and investigate,
and they say that in this locality there is
a million acres of land equal to the best
parts of the wheat-growing area of this
State. To advocaie that those settlers
should be hought out and sent to an-
other part of the State on the ground
that £100,000 should not be spent is a
splendid adveriisement for the State and
a splendid exhibition of statesmanship.
A very correct analogy can be drawn
between the Esperance district and the
Pinnaroo country in South Australia.
Mr. Cullen professes to have a wide
knowledge of South Australia and its sea-
ports.  But I have seen the Pinnaroo
district, and from reports I do not think
that disiriet is. to be compared with
Esperance in regard to wheat growing,
If hon. members, before they vote
on the second reading, will turn to the
latest number of Hanserd and read the
figures quoted in another place regard-
ing the advancement of ihe Pinnarco
distriet within the last few years they

- bushel.
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will realise the great possibilifies before
Esperance. I am sorry Mr. Sanderson is
not present, beeause he geis a certain
amount of enjoyment out of my speeches
as I do out of his, but he made g remark
that it was very amusing to hear gold-
fields members speaking on farming. 1
will not go so far as to say it iz amus-
ing to hear the hon. member speaking
on mining, but as a representative of
a mining constituency which has also
great agricultnral possibilities, I know a
great deal more about mining and
agrienltnre than the hon. membery,
seeing that I was reared on the land and
starved off country better than Esper-
anee, and that I worked in pastoral pur-
suits until I came to this State. I know
of men who have gone to the Xsperance
district, men on whom I place more re-
liance than I do even on experts, men
who worked many years on the goldfields,
who had .been attracted there by the
glamour of gold and the call of the wild
cats and who have gone back to the soil
to earn their living, and they are ahsolu-
tely convinced of the capacity of the Es-
perance land to grow wheat. Mr. Cullen
has said it will not pay to grow wheat
at Esperanece at 2s. 10d. or 2s. 11d. per
T have known farmers who have
grown wheat in New South Wales and
¥ictoria for 2s.3d. per bushel, apd carted
it 20 miles to a railway, and although il
may not have paid them they lived and
are now fairly independent men. Tt is
no argument to say they eannot grow
wheal in the Esperance district profit-
ably at 2s. 11d. if they have railway
facilities, but T do say this, that if the
distriet remains as it is without a railway
it is not possible for farmers to grow
wheat suecessfully al even 3s. 6d. a bush-
el. The leader of the House has stated
that it costs £7 10s. per ton to cart fer-
filisers from the nearest railway. It has
been said that what has kept this line
back is the spirit of parochialism.

Hon. W, Iingsmill : This line has
never been before the House.

Hon. J. CORNELL : But what kept
the old project hack was the spirit of
parochialism, and I hope on this oecasion
that spirit will not enter into the ques-
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tion. I know that hon. members viewed
me, when I entered this Chamber, with
a certain amount of suspicion, and I have
viewed other hon. members with equal
suspicion, but I will pay this tribute to
some hon. members, that the impression
I formed at the outset was not correet,
and I do not think that any hon.
member can put up a case on
the ground that this lide is in any
way going to interfere with their con-
stituencies or with the trade and interests
they represent. I can say on the other
hand that although I am the son of a
farmer, if a big farming community is
established in Esperanece, knowing farm-
ers’ polifies as T do, they will ot have
too much time for Cornell.  Therefore,
in endeavouring to get this line through
and a farming community established at
Esperance, 1 am not doing something
which is going fo help my retuen lo this
House. I speak advisedly of the farmers
and their political opiniens, I do not
think one eould knock my old dad’s opin-
ions ent of him with a sledge hammer. 1
do hope that Sir Edward Wittenoom will
show some conception of the Christmas
box he spoke of, and he will be heralded
as a conquering hero if he hLelps us to
carry this Bill. T do nof intenc to take up
the fime of the House. because I think
hon. members have made up their minds
as to how they are going to vote on this
oceasion. I would just like to remind hon.
members of the lasi session of Parliament
when three railway Bills eame up in this
Honse for consideration. If T had
strictly fallowed the wishes of a number
of my constituents T would have opposed
those lines on the ground that the line
whieh I think most justified, and which
a majority of my constituents (hink most
justified, was not bheing granted. How-
ever, I was prepared to take the opinion
of the Government of the day, who were
advised by their experts, that these lines
were necessary, and should be built, I
am prepared at all times to be guided in
the consiruction of railway lines by the
(tovernment and their advisers and by
members who represent the constituency,
and know the constituency best, That

is the only consideration I ask of hon.
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members, I ask those who have not finally
made up their minds to extend to my-
self and those who are supporting this
line the same consideration which I have
extended in this Chamber in regard to
the authorisation of various railways that
have come before us. Even though this
Chamber may be unwise encugh not to
agree to the construection of the line, that
would not forbid me from baving an
open mind in regard to other lines that
come before us.

Hon. C. A. PIESSBE (South-East):
This matter had been before Parliament
for mady years and always used to be a
proposition for a line from Esperance to
the goldfields. It was a very natural wish
on the parl of the goldfields people to get
a line to the nearest port, hut I never had
any time for this railway as a goldficlds
proposition. I have always endeavoured
in my remarks to speak fairly in regard
to the matter, and I have never attributed
motives {o anyone in regard to this line.
Realising as I do from the best authori-
ties the immense agneultural possibili-
ties of this area, and not only this area,
but that between Esperance and Ravens-
thorpe and Ravensthorpe and Oogernp,
I lock forward to the time when this
country will all be opened up by railways
through the continualion of one or more
existing spur lines of the Great Southern
Railway. I anficipate that some day the
Great Southern Railway will be repeated
in an easterly and westerly direction, and
will run through country equally as pro-
duetive as that through whieh a great
portion of it runs to-day. 1 am looking
forward to such a line and will be dis-
appointed if it is not an accomplished
fact within a few years, My heart al-
ways goes ont to the seitflers in the dis-
triet under consideration., realising that
they have stuck fo their land manfully,
and therefore I wonld like o see them
given some opportunily” of getling their
produce to the nearest port. I have no
lime for the proposition just now as a
through goldfields proposition, but T hope
to live to see the day when there will be
an extension of the line from 60 miles to
Norseman as it is only natural that the
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country should be served by its nearest
port.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittencom: You would
have to start a new and expensive system.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: I believe we have
the makings of another area of country
which will carry as many people in the
section from Ongerup to Esperance as we
have already along the Great Southern
between York and Albany, and it is only
patural that I should endeavour to help
when opportunity offers to settle that
couniry. My only trouble af present is
that in the hands of the present Govern-
ment, with their idea of doing away with
freehold and all that sort of experimental
legislation, we would never have this land
settled in anything like the quick time we
would if people were allowed the freedom
to settle as was the custom in past himes.
With free selection and limitation of
areas we would have the people rushing
there in hundreds, and the country would
be seftled in quick time. I am not going
to commit myself to any promise with
regard to spending money on the Esper-
ance harbour—uot at this period

Hon. P. Connor: Then what is the
good of the railway line?

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: There are num-
erous little ports in South Australia with
farms adjacent thereto, and they have
very cheap water transit, and by working
on fhe same lines there i1s nothing Lo stop
us from sending ihe wheat away from
Esperance. The only drawhack I can see
at present is the action of the Govern-
ment in limiting setilement and insisting
on condilions which are not conducive to
progress. I trust that this motion wall
be earried to-night. I promised last vear
that if it was made an agrienltural ques-
tion and limited to a cerfain area I would
give it my support. I am not one {o go
back on promises, and I do not intend
to go back on this occasion. I have
pointed out what I believe to be the pos-
sibilities of that country in the future,
and T am quite satisfied there must be
something good in this Esperanece land or
the seitlers would never have stuck to
their holdings as they have done. What
will apply to one’s own personal business
can be made to apply fo State enter-
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prises; if we never speculate we never
accumulate, as the old saying is, and I
admit that the State is not undertaking
any great riskin eonnection with this line.
The only thing is that it is so isolated
that it will be a rather expensive line to
run, and it will be some years before it
can become a thoronghly paying pro-
position, I do nel expect this line to
pay at the outset. With reference to our
spur lines, I think they should be given
eredit for what business they bring to the
main lines. Spur lings have done their
part in proving the great possibilities of
the country through whieh they pass. I
do not think the spur line is going to

stop at Ongerup or Nampup. 1
trust that I will be pgiven eredit
for not desiring to specially favour

the Great Southern. There is one state-
ment T would like to have from the Col-
onial Secretary in connection with this
matter, and that is if the Bill is suceess-
ful in passing the second reading he will
see thai all the lines anthorised will be
constructed before this one. It is only a
reasonable request to make, and one which
I think hon. members will agree shonld
he made to the leader of the House, that
lines should be construeted in the order
in which they are passed by Parliament.
If T thought for one moment that other
lines authorised were going fo be put
aside in favour of this one, I would hesi-
tate to give my vote for it, but I leave
it to {he fairness of the Government to
see that lines are constructed in the order
in whieh they have been anthorised, As
showing how it will be possible in the
Enture to conneet this line on to some
point on the Great Southern. we have al-
ready a demand from the people bevond
Lake Grace for an extension, and they
cannot be denied . They have some
three or four thousand acres of salmon
gum country cleared. Tt goes to show
there is something in what I have said,
that this eountry will have to be opened
ap, and opened up by a raillway that will
give equally as good resnlts as the Great
Southern. And its terminus will not be
altogether at Esperance Bay from one
point of view, becanse I am sure from
knowledge which I have acquired from
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friends of mine down in that country, that
the Frazer's Range country will be found
to be suitable for mixed farming, and the
line can very well go in that direction. I
give the matter my strongest support and
I trust the motion will be carried.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropoli-
tan}: As I have already indicated on two
or three occasions, when I have spoken
on & project which in my opinion is
vastly different from that now he-
fore the House, it is my intention to sup-
port this railway as an ngricultural rail-
way, 1 say that with what T claim to be
a very fair acquaintance with the cirenm-
stances aliending the construction of this
line and the port of Esperance, which it
is intended to serve. As far as Esperance
is eoncerned I lay claim to having a fairly
zood knowledge of the past history of that
port.  The first time 1 was there was m
1897, when Esperance was worthy of its
name, when it was full of more than hope,
when it was full of confidenee, full of
voung men who had come there in the
blaom of their youlh and who were onlv
waiting for the line to be eonstructed
through fo the goldfields in order to make
that one of the principal ports of Western
Australia.  In those days. hefore the
channcis of trade had been fixed, when the
eoldfields were suffering from what was
then a very poor service, when there was
practieally no harbour at Fremantle, when
everything more or less was in an un-
cettled eondition, the Esperance line
through to the goldfields might well have
been eonstructed. In those days T sup-
ported the project of a line from Esper-
ance to Kalgoorlie, Bt as time went on
it was seen that this country conld not
afford more than one main trunk line to
the goldfields. As the Fremantle harbour
was enlarged and improved and over a
million of money spent on it, and as the
Coolgardie water seheme was taken to the
soldfields, and, incidentally, supplied the
Railways with the water they had so
badly needed. then the whole aspect of
affairs altered. Tt would have heen im-
possible for this State to afford two trunk
railways to the goldfields. Tt was out of
the question. Had ihat railway been
bmlt through to the goldfields we wonld
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have increased the capitalisation of our
Working Railways very considerably
without increasing their earning capacity,
or only by very little. This is the reason
why I have always opposed a thrvough line
from Esperance to Norseman, and why,
whatever my opposition has been o that
railway in the past, that oppo-
sitton will be the more eoncen-
irated upon the closing of the gap
which will exist between the terminus
of this proposed line and Norseman, Since
my first visit to Tisperance in 1897 I have
paid, I suppose, a dozen visits at various
times, and in some cases have stayed as
long as three months, which time has been
spent principally in travelling through the
Esperance connlry. So I may claim lo
have a fair knowledge of that country;
not, indeed, as a wheat-growing district,
becanse they were not growing wheat
there when last I was in the distriet, ex-
cept at Grass Pateh—-none of these other
parts had been opened up. Although I
am supporting the line, I envy the leader
of the House his eapacity for enthusiasm.
I could not resist asking him last night
whether he had seen that amusing and in-
struetive object lesson mow “being per-
formed at one of our theatres, and en-
tifled “Get Rich Quick Wallingford,”
where a gentleman, apparently some-
what of the temperament of (the
Colonial Seeretary,> but with  that
temperament  perverted into  chan-
nels which I am sure the leader of
the Honse would never think of, exploits
a little {own, perhaps not quite so mori-
bund as Esperance. hat still in o des-
perate condition, and by that exploitation,
started with the worst of motives—1I hope
the Government are not constructing this
line with any but the best motives: I hope
the Government are constructing the line
as an agrientinral line, and not as the first
instalment of that line which T have always
opposed, and whieh T shall continue to
oppose.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Does the hon. mem-
ber hope the Minister is not telling the
truth? The Minister last night gave us
pretty clearly to understand that this was
to he the first ingtalment of a {hrough
line.
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Hon, W, KINGSMILL: The Minister
went very near it the other night, and
if left alone would, perhaps, have gone
the whole way to denying that this was
the first instalment. The Minister has
nef, as far as T have followed him, made
any definite statement on the question.
At all events, whatever the Minister’s idea,
I have my own idea, and much as I would
like to do so I am not bound to follow
the lead of the MMinister in thai particu-
lar. As I was saying, this litile town,
under the exploitation methods of the
theatrical gentleman I am speaking of,
assumes an air of the greatest possible
success and prosperity, and T lhope this
may he the case in the instance we now
have before us. I do not think (he land
is as good as the hon, gentleman states.
but I think it i1s an area of land well
worthy of the treatment which has been
meted out fo other areas of land in the
State which are, at all evenls, no better
than {lns. So far as I am concerned the
terminus of this line may be considered
for mood and all to be at the point which
is fixed on the plans laid hefore the House,
and which are now on fhe Table for the
benefit of hon. members. Alternative
schemes have been mentioned. One hon.
gentleman, Mr. Cullen, has treated a
scheme of conneclion with the Great
Southern as alternative, while Mr. Piesse
has treated it as supplementarv. T am
not so very much enamoured of that
scheme. Thiring iy visiis to Esperance
and distriet I have had oecasion to travel
along the coast from Esperance to Bre-
mer Bay, and a good deal of the way from
Broomehill eastwards towards the country
to the north of Bremer Bay, and T can
assure those hon. members that muech of
the counfry throngh which this line would
pass would not repay the huilding of the
line.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Tt would not follow
that conrse at all, but wonld run through
the Phillins River country,

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: I have passed
along the route which a railway would
naturally follow if the line were con-
strueted. The hon. gentleman shakes his
head. As he has not a map of the itiner-
arv I followed T think he is somewhat
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unjustified in so doing. However, that is
beside the question. If hon. members will
look at the rainfall map of Western Aus-
tralia they will see that a very peculiar
cireumstance oceurs in the matter of rain-
fall between Bremer Bay and Esperance.
Going eastwards from Albany—of course
we all know that Albany has, if any-
thing, too much rain-—the rainfall gradu-
ally falls away uniil, at Bremer Bay, we
have 25 inches, From Bremer Bay on-
ward that rainfall deereases at a very
rapid rate, and a minimum of about 11
inches is reached at a place called Fitz-
gerald River, where the inner rabbit-proof
fence runs into the sen. If then increases
gradually until. at Elopetoun, the rainfall
is nearly 13 inches, and on lo Bsperance
again it rises rapidly to 23 inches. Then,
again, it falls awav at a good rate until
you get 40 or 50 miles to the east of Es-
peranee, when you run ont of praclicable
rainfall so far as agriculture is concerned.
Therefore, the rainfall is not regular, or
anything like regular, aleng the coast:
and, strange to say, where the rainfall de-
erenses on the coast the decrease inland
is very marked indeed, Thus at 20 miles
north of Ravenstharpe we get outside the
line of rainfall as regards agriculture. T
say this as the result of my own experi-
ence when travelling through this eountry.

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen: That wounld damn
the Bill.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: Most certainly
not. It might damn it from the hon,
gentleman’s point of view but not from
mine. It may be that I am less pessim-
istic than the hon. member, bat I do not
think the marked irregularilies in the
rainfall along the coast would decrease
the valne of the Esperance district as
an agrieultural asset. A great deal has
been made of the necessity for large
and expensive harbour works at Esper-
ance. Hon. members have always heen
in the habit of considering Esperance
from the point of view of a future
overseas port. That is because they have
considered the Esperance railway, as it
is known, as a railway connecting Esper-
ance with the goldfields. That view I
decline to take. T look upon this project
as a project for a completed work, and
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as the necessity for a Ionger line has dis-
appeared so the necessity for harbour
improvements disappears, or is greatly
modified with it. Hoan. members who are
acquainted with Scuth Australia  will
know that a great deal of the South Aus-
tralian wheat (rade is carried on along
the coast of South Ausiralia. Along
the coast of York’s Peninsula, along
the western side of Spencer’s Gulf,
and along the very part of the coast
which leads to Eucla and Esperance it-
self, wheal growing is going on to-day,
and, strange to say, some of the very
vessels whieh load wheat and take it to
the South Australian poris have been in
the habit, if they are not doing so to-day,
of going to Esperance with goods for the
Lsperance people. There is one especi-
ally, the “Rachel Cohen,” which has been
going to Esperance for years, and whieh
invariably loads wheat and other produce
at Fowler’s Bay and Streaky Bay, on
her way back to Adelaide. If this can be
done in South Australia there is no diffi-
culty in doing it here. TIf this is done
the port which will receive the benefit of
this coastal trade will be, in my apinion,
Albany, which should prove some little
meed of solace to Mr. Cullen, who is su
bitter in his opposition to the Bill, and
who desires to take the Esperance trade
ou to the Great Southern railwayv. The
only trouble I have in my mind in con-
nection with this measure is that which
has been raised by Mr. Colehateh, Tt is
one of those little ironies of fate that
Esperance—that name surely shonld he
changed from Esperance to Patience—
that Fsperance which has waijted so
long for this railway should have,
T think, obtained it—for T take it
the Rill will be carried—when it is
almost too late, when there is but
little hope of the railway heing built,
even if we pass the Rill, for at all events
some considerable time. That is, if that
priovity, which Mr, Piesse has insisted
upon, the proper priority of the building
of these lines, is observed: and in his
remarks T entirely agree, namely, that
these rvailways should be construeted in
the order of their anthorisation. Tt must
be some time hefore this railway ean be
construeted, but I do not take the view

[COUNCIL.]

of the hon. member thai because this
State bas been brought, and I speak ad-
visedly, into what I consider is a most un-
desirable, not to say desperate, financial
position, that all projects of this sort
should be beld up. Surely if we can by
judicious legislation add the possibility
of what after all would be an additional
inducement to outside capitalists to give
us those funds which they already
show signs of withholding from s,
if by the addition of what after all
will T think turn out to he a good
agrienltural area, we might add to the
assets of the State and thereby make
this State more atiractive to the money
lender, is it not our duty to do
g0? Is it not our duty not to despair
utterly, but to take such steps as we
think will lead to such a result? T would
advise ithe hon. AMr. Colebatch to en-
deavounr to look at things more brightly.
I do not think that because things are
bad we should preach the doctrine of
the eessation of all public works.

Hon, H. P, Colebateh: I have not
preached anything of the kind, but I am
not so confiding as to think the Govern-
ment will put fhis work in is proper
place, at the end of the list,

Hon. F. Davis: That 1s a serions in-
dictment against the Government.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I am con-
fiding enough fo think they will do so.
There 1s always the possibility that it
might not be the present Government
who will earry out the work. The hon.
the leader of the House seems to have a
somewhat indefinite period in his mind
as to the starting of the work. I am per-
fectly certain that if any Government
snceeeds the present Government the
Esperance line will be put in its proper
place. T think that if some of these silly,
futile schemes of State butchers’ shops,
steamships, and brickyards, nnnecessary
schemes, and schemes which wounld be
carried on even if the Government did not
enier into them, were dropped by the pre-
sent Government, there would not be the
same finanecial stringeney or anything like
it in the matter of finding funds for this
railway. There is a good time coming,
sooner or later. Let us hope 1t will be



3 Decexser, 1913.]

soon, and I bave no doubt that the next
Government will proceed charily with
this work. And in due course we will
see Esperance, after its hopes have been
deferred for so many years, a prosperous
port, not so great perhaps as the people
of Dsperance imagined at one time it
would be, but still affording scope for a
good living, and more, perhaps, to those
people whe have had the pluck to stiek
to Esperance right through. I am sup-
porting this Bill because I wish to give
this distriet, which I think worthy of
them. those facilities which have not been
denied to other distriets, T wish to give
to any agricultural distriet facilities for
the development of the land in a proper
manner, and therefore I will support the
building of an agriciltaral line G0 miles
northward from Esperance.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
tery: As a member for the province
through which this line will run if the
Bill is ecarried, I desire fo say a few
words this evening in support of the pro-
position. T have heard three debates on
different aceasions in connection with this
line, I {hink that during the second ses-
sion that I was in the Honse a Bill was
brought forward which was defeated, and
last year again a Bill was defeated. This
year T hope hon. members will agree to
carry the measure which is now before
them. It has heen somewhat amusing to
me to hear the argumenf of financial
stringeney used, especially in this House.
T do not know that there is any more
financial siringency in this State than
there is in any other State, and it is in-
deed pitiful to my mind to hear members
getting up and emphasising the fact that
we have no money to earry on public
works. The present Government have
not yet failed to secnre money to carry
on publie works, and they have not yet
failed to secure money on terms no
worse than other Governments have
seeured money. They have not failed to
seeure money where other Governments
have not been able to get it. Mr. Sead-
don got Tis loan when Mr. Peake, the
Liberal Premier of South Australia, did
not get the money he requnived.

.
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Hon. J. D. Connolly: Mr. Peake would
not accept the money on the terms offer-
ing.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) ; There are more ways than one of
killing a project, and it seems that the
hon, Mr. Colebateh is hard pushed for a
case against the Bill when he raises
fhe question of financial stringency. In
dealing with many other public works in
different paris of the State, the cry is
raised that we must go in for a poliey of
development, do as Sir John Forrest did,
adopt a bold policy. But when we come
to consider Esperance, a totally different
aspect 13 put on the matter, and we have
a ery of financial stringency, stinking
fish, and pessimistie utterances such as
that which Mr. Colebatech gave expression
to this evening. I would like to draw a
few comparisons in regard to the country
throagh which this line is to be taken and
some of the country in the Eastern States.
T have had experience of the mallee coun-
iry in Vietoria. the Pinnaroo country of
South Anstralia, and rhe country in the
peninsula  part of South Australia,
which parts are very similar indeed to
the Hsperance district. The development
of Lhese partieular parts of Victoria and
Souili Australia has made those States.
Had it not been for the development of
the mallee country in South Anstralia,
South Australian would be nowhere to-
day, and the same may be said in regard
to the development of the country around
Warracknabeal, Tronbark. Dimboola, and
other paris of Vietoria. It is not so very
long ago since the country around War-
racknabeal was sold for £150 a mile,
simply with the object of keeping down
vermin. Jt was sold to seftlers from
South Australia, and to-day it forms one
of the most prosperous parts of Vietoria.
It is very similar to this land at Esper-
ance, The same may be said of the Pin-
naroo land: and I want to read asfew
remarks made by the Minister for Agri-
enlture in South Australia with reference
to the Pinnareo lands, as showing what
can be done in connection with this ecoun-
try.  An interstate conferenee on dry
farming was held at Adelaide in March,
1911, and the Minister for Aprieulture,
who presided, stated—
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To South Australia in particular the
utilisation of her dry land is a thing
of great moment, as we have something
in excess of 30 million aeres of land
receiving between 10 and 16 inches of
rain,

That is a lesser rainfall than what we
bave at Esperanee. The land through
which we are trying to eonstruct this rail-
way has a very inuch greater rainfall than
what is stated there. Then he goes on to
say—

Of this quite half is sitvated in our
western dislrict, and it is here that the
-greatest development will take place
during the next decade. A careful
study of our rainfall map will prove
of interest to delegates. As showing
the extent-to which we are producing
wheat in districts where the rainfall
averages 16 inches or less, T might
mention that last year over 55 per cent.
of the total production of wheat was
grown in these areas, and I think I run
little risk in expressing the. opinion
that by the end of the present decade
the proportion of wheat grown in these
dry areas will have increased to 75 per
cent.

I would just ask hon. members to bear
that in mind, that in South Australia in
these distriets having a rainfall of less
than 16 inches 55 per cent. of the wheat
was produced in 1911, and the Minister
for Agricuiture stated that during the
next decade 75 per cent. of the wheat of
South Awustralia would be produeed in
those areas; and the land we are seek-
ing to develop by this railway is very
similar fo the Iand there. Tn trying to
carry that argument further, I desire to
quote also what has been said about the
soil. Mr. A. J. A. Koch, of Lameroo,
whieh is in (he Pinnaroo distriet, in read-
ing a paper on wheat growing in that
district, stated— .

“The land in the Pinnaroo distriet is
chiefly of a sandy. loamy nature, and
even in the heavier soils a certain
amount of sand ean be detected.

Now let me quote what Mr, O'Brien says
with reference to the Esperance land,
and hon. members will see immediately
the similarity of the two reports—

[COUNCIL.]

The sandy loams which prevail over
the surface assist the retention of mois-
ture in the soil helow, and require less
cultivation in fallow than heavier and
stiffer elay soils.

These two reports, one dealing with
Lameroo, in the Pinnarpoo distriet, and
the other dealing with the Esperance
land, are very similar indeed in respect
to the soil, and when I point out that
sneh land is producing 55 per cent. of the
amount of wheat in South Australia, I
think hon. members will agree with me
that it would be something useful and
something which would redound to the
prosperity and progress of Western Aus-
tralia if we carried this line. T desire to
read another extract from the proceed-
ings of the interstate dry farming con-
ference in Adclaide. Mr. Koch went on
to say-—-—
The land was open for application
during July, 1904, and in August of
that vear 100,000 acres were allotted.
The first problem to the suceessful ap-
plicant was to get to his block, which
from Tailen Bend was between 60 and
90 miles over a road, the last part of
which was very sandy. The serub is
mostly low mallee, about from 6 ft. to
15 ft. high; some patches were higher
and heavier and had to be axed down;
but the scrub roller has played a big
part in removing the first barrier to
suecessful settlement.
According to what I have learned about
Esperanece, the mallee country there is a
little higher than that.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It is much higher.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): It shows that the soil is not de-
teriorated. even if the serub is only 6 to
15 feet high. One point which I have
emphasised repeatedly is that this mailee
eountry is more of a poor man’s country
than that around the coast or the South-
West where you require considerably more
capital to elear the land. In the mailee
country you ean simply put a serub
roller to work and when the rolled scrub
is dry it can be burned and subsequently
easily cleared. I have repeatedly pointed
out how necessary it is to provide for
those men who have been engnged in min-
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ing operations and who have been erip-
pled as the result of their labours under-
ground. I have tried to solve the problem
during the past six or eight months as io
how it would be best to deal with the
miners who are broken down in health.
The matter has received considerable at-
tention at my hands but it is one of the
most difficalt problems which ean be faced
at the present time. We have a large
number of miners who, while they may
not be incapacitated now, if they continue
to work for two or three years will have
lost all energy and will simply become
martyrs to miner’s phthisis or fibrosis, and
will be thrown on to the State.  That
something must be done in the near future
in order to relieve that largely inereasing
number of people who are net able to
confinue work in the mines seems to me
to be clear, and here we have one of the
means by which we conld help those men
to get away from their oecupation where
they are gradually hecoming erippled,
and in relieving them from that occenpa-
tion we woitld be doing something fo benc-
fit the State, as well as the individuals
themselves. We have had inguiries dusr-
ing the past three or four months as to the
possibility of placing miners in some
other parts of the State, mnquiries as to
whether we can establish o settlement
somewhere, whereby they may be able to
live and do something useful for the
State. The diffieulty is to get hold of a
place which 1s suitable, and if we can
only get this line to Esperance, I believe
we shall have one of the means at our
disposal for solving that problem. The
country, as I have said, is a poor man's
country, it is easily cleared, and there is
no donbt about it the opening up of it
would be of material benefit to the people
of ihe goldfields and no harm whatever
wounld be done to any other part of the
State. T think the old idea of parcchial-
1sm ig gradually dying out. I would be
pleased to see it die ouf altogether. For
the little time I have been in Parliament,
T have endeavoured to assist in the estab-
lishment of works whiech have been pro-
jected in any port of the State, and I
may safely say that none of the gold-

fields members have ever looked at the
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constraction of publiec works from what
might be termed the parochial standpoint.
T think all the goldfields members can take
eredit for that elaim. I know of no agri-
cultural railway that has been seriously
opposed by any goldfields member, and
I do hope that on this occasion we shall
get rid of any parochialism which may
exist in regard fo this line. It will not
harm Perth or Fremantle, it is a line
which will help fo open up a provinee
as big as some of the countries in other
parts of the world, and it is a provinea
whieh, according to Mr. O’Briep, contains
a million and a half acres which are it
for cultivation. There are many coun-
tries whieh, if they had such an extent of
enltivable territory would consider them-
selves very fortunate indeed. I do not
know that I need detain the House any
longer in speaking further on this ques-
tion, As a member of that province, it
would be gratifying to me to see this
Bill carried. Of course, it would have
been more gratifying to me to see a Bill
for the construetion of the railway right
through carried by both Houses, but that
has been defeated twice and now the Gov-
ernment have brought in a measure on
the lines of the recommendations of some
of the members of the Advisory Board.
T think we ean lay claim to the sympathy
of the House and I sincerely trust that
members will rise to the occasion this time
and give that long delayed justice to the
Esperance district and to that province
for which the residents have fouzht so
long,

Hon. C. M¢KENZIE (South-Fast) : 1
desire to say a few words on this guestion
and to deal more particularly with the
Faperance harbour with which I am fam-
illar, I have heard this harbour con-
demned on many ocecasions, and therefore
the information that I ean give to mem-
bers may, in view of my long experience,
be regarded as of value. T am not a farin-
ing man and, consequently, I know very
little about that aspeet of the question. I
have travellel from Esperance to Norse-
man on foot and can claim to know some-
thing about the eolintry between thosc
two places. T have seen some very good
land along this road, though I must admit
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in some parts it is good only in patehes.
That was many years ago, and I went
through that ecountry when there were 0
houses at Esperance. I was on the south
coast for many years and I can speak
authoritatively about it and of the har-
bour at Esperance. I have entered thal
harbour at all hours of the night and day
and in all sorts of weather, and if it is
the intention of Parliament to build this
line of railway they need not have any
fear in regard to the harbour. Esperance
is like every other harbour, it is a little
rugged, but I have never seen it so that
it was not possible {o handle steamers
and berth them at the wharf. I admit
that the present wharf is rather short
and that it is not in ihe right place. 1
was pleased to hear the Colonial Searetary
tell the House that he had a report from
Captain Douglas with regard to the har-
bour. Captain Douglas and I were in
company on that coast for some years
and I can assure the House that there iz
no man in Australia who is hetter able
to express an opinion about Esperance
harbour than that gentleman. Whatever
Captain Douglas says ean be relied upou
by members because he knows every nools
and corner of that const, and the harbour,
and the experiences he has had have been
in all kinds of weather and all hours of
the night and day. Captain Douglas has
lived ihere now for some years, and it
might he said that he knows almost every
sea that breaks into Esperance. The ex-
isting wharf there is fairly long, but ils
construction was stopped at the edge of
the bank in 16 or 18 feet of water. Be-
yond that the water deepens very mueh,
and any vessel can lay there at any time
and in plenty of room, I took the “Bul-
imba® there and that was the largest ves-
sel, T think, that ever entered the harbour.
There was no diffieulty at all in getfing
it in. Sinee then other large vessels like
the “Buninyong” have entered the har.
hour without the assislance of a pilot.
The seas which break in there bave not
‘mnch foree; they are fairly well broken
and the consequence is that they cannot
do much damage. The holding ground
is also very good. The question of this

railway has heen bhefore the House and

[COUNCIL.]

the country for some years. It has always
had a rough passage, and on one oceasion
in Sir John Forrest’s {ime the Railway
Bill was defeated by only one vote. I
think that the people who are settled

there, if something is not done for
them, will have to be removed to
another part of the State, They
have been struggling along, and

many have been ruined, A great deal of
money too, has heen spent there by those
people.  The rainfall near the coast is
good, and we know that if becomes less
as we go inland. The counfry is very
good and eapable of growing cereals. T
was up and down that track for thvee
years, and consequently know something
about it. I think the House will be acting
wisely if it agrees to the construetion ol
this railway. Tt iz my intention to sup-
port the Bill. and T hope it will be carried
through this House.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suhurban) @ There is a ereat deal to be
said for the construclion of this line as
an acrieultural propesiton, and I think
the time is hound to come and that short-
lyv. when this large belt of country will
have lo be opened up. T support the
stand taken by JMr. Colebateh that it is
not possible at the present time to build
tlis railway on account of the existing
autheorisations in eonneetion with more
important works that have to be under-
taken in the interests of the whole State.
The Honorary Minister teld us that the
finaneial position was nal as stringent
as hon. members had endeavoured to
make ont. Mav T point out that the
Premier at Narrogin on the 21st Oeto-
ber, spoke these words—

The State had one mile of railway
for every 108 of the population, so
they were getting near the point where
the railwavs wounld not pay. Tt was
necessary tc see that the population
increased with railway development.
e had every confidence in the future
of this State. It had taken Western
Australia only bwo years to reecover from
the last period of depression, whereas
it had taken oiher States 25 years to
reeover Trom similar bad times. In
regard to the State’s demand on the
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money market, underwriters were now
beginning to close up to some extent,
being evidently determined to compel
the States to ease off in the expendi-
ture of loan moneys. It would be un-
fortunate if sueh a thing were to take
place as far as this State was eon-
eerned, for they were in a different
position to the other Siates, having
a tremendous territory only in the in-

itial stages of development.
That is what the Premier thought of the

financial stringeney. 1 am not alto-
gether prepaved to support the view
taken by Mr. Kingsmill that it would

be a fair thing that the measure might
be passed, and that the Government
sliould be allowed to econstrnet it in its
turn. I would sooner go on the opposite
principle. I do not think the Govern-
ment have shown that they are absolutely
eapable of judzing what the State ean
stand in the way of finaneial siringency,
and therefore T would be prepared to sav
““IWhen we have sufficient money we will
give you permission to constrnet this
line.”’” There are many other important
works to be undertaken at the present
time. The Premier in his poliey speech
said there were 430 miles of railway vet
to be constructed., If hon. members will
read the very interesting report of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust they will see
that that body draws special attention
to the manner in which the development
of the Fremantle harbour is being ne-
glected by the Government at the present:
time, Tn the last two annual reports the
commissioners have drawn attention to
the efforts they have made to induee the
Government to take in hand the early
deepenine of tha Fremantle harbour, and
they add that it is their duty to again
state that no actnal work in this diree-
tion has vet heen commenced.

The Coloniul Seerctary : There has
been a large amount of money spent on
the Fremantle harbour.

Hon. D, . GAWLER : Then they go
on to say there is a large scheme at
present in hand for spending £648,000 on
the Fremantle habour works; they say
that is not sufficient and the delay in pro-
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secuting that work is to be deplored;
and they continue—

If the Government would make some
definite announcement of their inten-
tion the Commisioners would have at
least the material at hand to answer
with some degree of certainty the anx-
lous inquiries from owners who are
building the larger ships, but even
that is denied them, so that all they are
able to reply to these inquiries is that
they have long age recormmended that
the port be improved to take these
ships but they are unable to give an
indication as to when the works will
even be commenced. Truly a sorry
position for a heard charged with the
duty of administering such a port as
Fremantle is or should be, to be put in,

The pace is altogether toe slow, and they
ecomplain in strong terms that ne proper
scheme for opening up the harbour np-
river has been adopted by the Govern-
mment. There, T submit, is a large and
i portant work yet to be taken in hand,
Mr. Ardagl quoted with approval an
artielz in the Suynday Times saying that
in {he opinion of that paper this 1louse
zhould bpause before rejecting 1he Eill

Tut he onntted a very important part of
taat learding article, where it said —

It 1s, perhaps, justified in the present
instance in asking for an assurance
that this enterprise will not be given
precedence over works already aunthor-
ised and urgently necessary, undertak-
ings like the deepening of the Fre-
mantle harbour.

T would like to just give hon. members
shortly the opimion of the Minister for
Works when taking part in a diseussion
on a railway in the Dale River district.
The Minister must have spoken in one
of those unguarded moments of which
we had an_illustration the other day, bhe-
cause if his remarks are to be taken as
they appear in print, then 1 say the
greatest opponent of this scheme is the
Minister for Works himself. He said—

The CGovernment bad lines al-
ready authorised to complete before
they eould deal with other propositions.
They had, however, secured Parliament-
ary aunthorisation for the construction
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of the Yillimining-Kondinin line of 70
miles, which had just been started, the
Bolgart line of 30 miles which had not
been started, and the Coweowing-Mount
Marshall line of 50 miles which also
had not yet been started. Thus they
already had railways waiting to be
started. When these matters were
being considered, it had fo be remem-
bered that the State could only go on
the London market with borrowing
powers of a limited character, which
meant that operations were limited to
a large extent, by the money borrowed.
The railway they were interested in
was within the scope of practical poli-
ties, but he did not want them fo think
that it was possible to start it within
the next year or so.

He continued a little later in the same
day—I think it must bave been after the
banquef—

They were all convinced of the neces-
sity for the railway, and the object of
the deputation was to secure the con-
struction of the railway in ils proper
order, and that in the future policy of
the Governmeni that line should re-
ceive consideration. It was only right
that he should state that he had recom-
mended the present Government—he
conld not say whether it wonld be
adopted or not—mot to earry many
railway Bills through Parliament. He
thought that it was absolutely wrong to
pass Bills through Parliament and
leave people fo think that because the
Bill had passed they would have their
railway in a very short time. As a
matter of fact, a letter had appeared
in the Press reeently in which a settler
said that he had taken np land four
vears ago on the promise of a railway
within 18 months, and the line, al-
though under construetion, was not yet
completed. This had been the experi-
ence of others. Encouraged by the
news that a railway was to be built
settlers had gone on to the land and
started developing their holdings long
before they should have done. He did
not want fo perpetnate that sort of
t}nng. He desired to pass Bills for
lines that were urgently needed, and

[COUNCIL.)

then to go ahead eonstructing them as
soon as possible,

The PRESIDENT: I wish to draw the
attention of the hon, member to the faet
that it is irregular te read any portion
of a speech from & printed book or news-
paper, 1 exercise my discretion a litile
bit, but it seems to me the hon. member’s
whole speech is a tissue of readings from
newspapers.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: Of course you
will appreciate, sir, that it is absolutely
impossible to bear in mind all the Min-
ister has said, and I would like the indul-
gence of the House to be able to quote
what the Minister did say. At any rate,
in that same speech he said he would be
no party to introduncing further railway
Bills into Parliament this session before
the lines at present authorised were com-
pleted. I am sorry that my information
cannot be given to the House,

The PRESIDENT: I do not wish to
check any freedom of debate, but the hon,
member ean tell the Honse what was said
without reading the speech. 1 should
not have drawn attention to the matter
if T had not noticed that the hon. member.
had a handful of newspaper cuttings.

Hon. D, G, GAWLER: I did not in-
tend to read them all but only extracts
from them. However, the Minister on
that oceasion pointed out that it was part
of his poliey not to build these new rail-
ways until those already anthorised were
completed, and nof fo eneourage settlers
to mo into dry areas expeciing railway
communication when the railway could
not be built for a considerable time, That
is the reason why I oppose this line, be-
cause under the present condition of
affairs the Government have a consider-
able number of railways te complete which
clearly take precedence over this partien-
lar line. They have also this big work
in connection with the Fremantle harhour
to undertake, which, again, will clearly
take precedence over the Esperance line,
Further than that, the money market is
in o stringent state. According to the
Premier it is impossible to go on the
money market without taking the risk of
a rehuff, and so far from being satisfied
with the suggestion made by Mr, Kings-
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mill, that we should trust to the Govern-
ment to build this line in its proper order,
I say let the Government, when they have
the money to build it, come to Parlia-
ment, and then I believe Parliament will
take a reasonable view of this line as an
agricultural proposition. T would like
to put it in this way: Hon. members are
business men. Would any one of them
say to the mauager of his business, “T
will allow yon to commit me to a certain
undertaking, but du not de it unfil my
position justifies my going into it.”
Would not any hon. member say “As
soon #$ my position justifies me in going
mto this matter T will tell yon when to
start.”

tHon. J. W. Kirwan: Are you going to
oppose all fatnre railways brought be-
fore the Honse?

The Colonial Secretary: Are yvou going
to oppose the improvements to the Fre-
mantle harbour?

Hon, D. G. GAWLER : No, I say those
works are urgently necessary; £648,000
worth of works the Government are
already commitied to, and those works
their responsible advisers, the Harbour
Trust Commissioners, say they must carry
out unless they wish the present harbour
to be passed hy. The Fremantle harbour
15 2 national undertaking.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Will the hon.
member oppose any railway Bills intro-
duced this session?

Hon, D. G. GAWLER : I do not neces-
sarily say that,

Hon. J. . Kirwan: Then why take
up thai stand on this railway and not
on others?

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: Because other
railways are authorised and we are al-
ready committed to them. The Minister
for Works says they cannot be completed
for some years.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: But I am speak-
ing of railway Bills that may come down
this session, :

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I am speak-
ing of authorised works. The Alinister
for Works has made it his poliey to
finish these works first and then he will
be prepared to introduce ofher railway
propositions. T am not speaking against
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the line as an agricultural proposition,
because I believe there 1s a good deal to
he said for if, but I object to the country
being committed to a heavy expenditure
—because it is not only this line but also
the improvements to the Esperance har-
bour—until present commitments are
dealt with,

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN (Central): I

move—-

That the debate be adjourned.
Motien negafived,

Hon. B. C. O’BRIEN: ] desire to say
at the outset that I am in favour of the
proposition, and T might also add I have
never heen asked to support it from a
senfimental point of view, or anything
of lhe kind. Somewhere in the vieinity
of 11 or 12 vears ago Mr. Connolly
brought forward a motion asking that ik
shonld be an instruction to the Govern-
wment of the day to eonstruet a line from
Coolgardie to Esperance. On that oe-
easion I promised Mr, Connolly my sup-
port, and the project had my absolnte
approval, Tt just happened that when
the voie was taken in the House I was
away on the Murchison, and consequently
my name was not shown in the division
list. However, I was in absolute aecord
with the proposition then, and since that
time we have had at least two other pro-
posals for conmnecting the Eastern Gold-
fields and Esperance by rail. I am sorry
that the present proposal is not also to
connect the goldfields with Esperance,
and that the Government cannot see their
way clear to go the whole hog and pro-
pose a line right throngh, However, an-
Heipating the temper of this House, they
have thought fit to alter the proposition
and make it a line exfending 60 miles
northwards from Esperance. That, of
course, alters the proposition considerably,
In regard to the finaneial aspect, althongh
T think the railway will in the near future
become a paying proposition, at any rate
it wiil pay working expenses and in-
terest, it would be a hetfer paying pro-
position if the line were run right through
to Norseman. We would not only open
un this 60 miles of country north of Es-
perance, but we would open up the addi-
tional areas from Grass Patch to Norse-
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man, Then there would be the goldfields
trade; we would open up the goldfields
market for a great amount of the produce

raised along the line, and there is no
doubt that Esperance would be a popular
resort for the goldfields people at cer-
tain seasons of the year. The women and
children of the goldfields would mosi as-
suredly patronise the line to a great ex-
tent, and that would not make a great
deal of difference to the capital city of
Perth., A great deal of the opposition
to this measure arises from people in and
about the capital city. I have been asked
the reason why I snpport a line from the
goldfields to Esperance, and people have
said to me “Surely you must realise that
it will be against your interests as a busi-
ness man in the city.” Thal considera-
tion has been put to me scores of times,
and it is that parochial spirit that has
kept the proposition back so long. If
this propesition was good years ago it
should be good to-day, and 1 for one will
give it my absolute support. Mr. Gawler
evidently has been wavering a good deal
and he felt almost inclined to sapport the
Bill but he said that there were other
more pressing finangial matters which re-
quired attending to at Fremantle. I thor-
onghly agree with the hon, member. I
think this proposal should not take pre-
cedence over other works and railways
authorised in the past, but there is no
harm in this House approving of the de-
sirability of eonstencting the line. The
works which the hon, member referred to
will have to he ecarried out, and in my
opinten they shounld be attended to at
once.  And there are many other pro-
posnls which should come along hefore
the Esperance line, consequently in re-
gard to any feelings the hon. member may
have on that point no doubt the Minister
will give him an asurance that this line
will only take jts turn in the ordinary
way. I feel that so much has been gaid
on this qnestion that there is little more
for me to add. T do not wish to detay the
House: apparently a division is to he
taken to-night, and other members desire
to address the Chamber, therefore T have
said suffieient, and again I say I support
the proposal,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, R. D. McKENZIE (North-
East): It is not my desire, nor do I in-
tend to traverse the arguments in favour
of the building of this line, On previous
oceasions in this Chamber I have ex-
plained my views, and the attitude which
I intend to take up, and I may say at the
outset I have not changed those views,
and on this oceasion my support will be
given to the Bill, and I trust it will be
carried. At the same time I may say I
regret and regret very much, that the
Govermnent have eonsidered it advisable
to bring in a Bill for only a portion of
the line from Esperance to Norseman.
I trust if this Bill is carried, and it is de-
cided to go on with the eonstruction of
the line G0 miles northwards, the day will
not be long before another Bill is brought
forward authorising the construction of
the line from the 60-mile peg to Norse-
man, thus bringing the line now proposed
in the Bill in conjunction with the pre-
senk railway system of Western Austra-
lia, because I realise it is going to be a
very expensive matter to run a short rail-
way of 60 miles entirely upon a system
of its own. TFor eighteen years the agi-
tation has been going on on the goldfields
for the construetion of a line to the gold-
fields natural port. In the days when the
agitation started there were no agrieul-
tural prospeets between Norseman and
Esperance; things have changed some-
what since then, and now we have what
I think everyone will admit, a {roet of
good agrienltural conntry which is erying
ont for settlement. The agricultural
potentialities hetween Norseman and Es-
perance are such that all admil the eoun-
try will be able to grow all the agriculture
produce and all the garden and farm
produce required for the goldfields, and
the goldfields people will be able to get
the whole of their supplies from the land
sitnated between Norseman and Esper-
ance. Apart from the agricnltural aspeet
of the case, what has always appealed to
me, and appeals to me to-day, is that Es-
perance is going to be such a magnificent
sanatorium for the teeming thousands on
the goldfields. There is no doubt if we
had rajlway communication between Es-
perance and the goldfields there would be
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thousands of people, particnlarly women
and children, going there every year to
enjoy the invigorating and health-giving
breezes whieh blow in from the ocean to
Esperance. From that point of view we
are justified in construeting the line, and
from that point of view the Bill has my
sapport, I am not going to traverse the
argupments again. I have no doubt every
member in the Chamber bas made up his
mind what he is going to do, and it is no
use taking up the time of members going
over the grounds which have so often
been traversed hefore. T merely desire
to say that the Bill has my entire sym-
pathy and support, and I also desire to
say that if the Bill is going to a division
to-night T wish to have recorded the fact
that T have paired on this oecasion with
Mr, Lyun, who bas been snddenly called
away to the Eastern States. When the
division is taken, my name will not there-
fore appear in the division list. I desire
to express my sympathy with the Bill,
and T hope members will see fit to carry
it on this oecasion.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West):
Like other members, I do not want to
give a silent vote on this question, but T
am prepared to believe in all that the
Minister in charge of the Bill has said
about the capabilities and possibilities of
that line. T think that ean be safely
given in and made a present of, but there
is this fact, when we look around and see
the various engagements that the Govern-
ment have wndertaken—by that T mean
the different railways and works they are
pledged to and promised—I think they
have auite enough to do to carry out
those obligations within the next three or
four vears at the least. I was always
considered eantions, and in some instances
I even bumped up against no less a
person than Sir John Forrest. On cer-
tain points we differed, but I like to err
on the side of being cautious. There is
a time for that, and I think that time has
arrived now. We must bear in mind
that the profit on a bushel of wheat is
narrowed down to a few pence, and we
must also bear in mind the facilities there
are in other parts of the world for hand-
ling wheat expeditionsly. One of the
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things they do say is that the cost of
sacks now amounts to something like 3d.
a bushel which emphasises the fact that
the Government, to get the full benefits
of the railway, must have proper facili-
ties in the first place to accommodate
vessels of o deep dranght. I eonsider the
harbours of Geraldton, Fremantle, Bun-
bury and Albany regquire proper faeili-
ties for receiving deep draught vessels
and the most up-to-date methods for ship-
ping wheat. It is said that wheat grow-
ing is increasing in Western Australia
I am well aware of that, and it is going
to be something tremendous, the amount
of wheat shipped from the State. But
that does not prove that the men engaged
in growing wheat are making a fat living
ont of it. I believe 3s. is about the mini-
mum at which wheat ean be grown, and I
may say that that is governed absolutely
by the distance farmers have to cart the
wheat and the crops which they get, T
want to emphasise this, that we do not
want to spread ourselves over too much;
we must link wp the finanees and carry
out the obligations we have now under-
taken hefore entering on any more. It
is not very often the Minister for Works
and myself agree, but I absolutely en-
dorse and approve of what he said, that
the Government should not undertake
any more railways until such time as they
have earried out those they are already
pledged to. I want to say this, that as
far as I am coneerned I would not pass
this Bill if only for one reason, and that
is that the passage of this Bill through
this Chamber might induee settlers to go
on the land, and I am satisfied they are
not likely, even though the Bill passes, to
get the railway for some years to come.
I would deter them from going there, and
I would go =0 far as some hon. members
bave suggested, that it would be better
to buy the settlers out rather than keep
fhem there in the hope of a railway being
built which they are not likely to get for
some vears. When we consider the finan-
cial position of Western Australia, and
that there are a little over 300,000 people
in this State, and that the loan liabilities
alone amount to between £30 and £90 a
head for each man, woman and child, it
is high time we paused, and so to speak
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called a bhalt and reviewed the financial
position of Western Australia before we
go into anything like this railway pro-
posal. With regard to the line paying
or not, that does not enter into the ques-
tion from my standpoint, becanse my ex-
"perience is that up to several years ago
there were only two spur agricultural
railways paying working expenses with
anything left to the good. But I would
support railways notwithstanding that,
because it is obvions that although these
short lines do not pay they swell the
amount of traffic on the trunk lines, and
they are absolutely necessary as feeders.
And if we wait until such time as it 18
proved that a spur line will pay we
should get very few more railways con-
structed in Western Australia. I think we
shonld pause and consider our position,
the posilion of the money market, and
ounr present liabilities, and T am sure if
I was running the show my ambition
would be to give proper railway faeili-
ties to the people who have been induced
to go on the land with the promise of a
railway. I would carry out my obliga-
tion to them, and have the whole thing
complete before undertaking any other
railway. I adopt the suggestion thrown
out by no less a person than the Minis-
ter for Works, that I wounld rather defer
the passage of the Bill until such time as
there is a possibility of the people at Es-
perance getting the railway within rea-
sonahle time. I have nothing more to
say. I simply spoke with a view to
letfing my reasons be known for oppos-
ing the line at this stage, that T would not
induce people to go on the land with the
hope of a railway when at the same time
I am satisfied it cannot be built for some
vears to come.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.30
p-m., and read prayers,

ELECTION RETURN, CUE,
The Speaker announced the return to
a writ issued for the election of a mem-
ber for Cue, sliowing that My, Thomas
Chesson had been duly elected.
Mr, Chesson took the oath and sub-
scribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: Health
by-law of ihe municipality of Boulder.
By Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister) : Report of the Chief Inspector
of Fisheries for the year ended 31st
December, 1912,

QUESTION—STATE ENTERPRISES
BALANCE SHELETS.

Mr, MONGER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Lands in the absence of
the Premier: When do the Government
intend to furnish balance sheets in eon-
nection with the operations of the State
steamships and other State enterprises?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: I will be glad if the hon., member
will give notice of the guestion.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING,

1, Roads Aect Continuation (introdueced
by the Minister for Works),

2, Illicit Sale of Liquor (introduced by
the Attorney General).



