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to place before the Committee, nor was it
brought forward in a flimsy way. It was
brought forward because those who were
experts? and who would have to admin-
ister the measure had, after mnature deli-
beration, come to the eoiiclusion that the
scheme -would be a benefit, not only to the
consumer but to the worker and to the
employer. Every change created in coni-
venience thoitgh ultimately good fol-
lowed. He objected to the impuitation
that this had been brouight forward in
an inadequate manner simply because he
had told the Committee on whbat lie was
rel ying.

Mr. ALLEN: While the Minister
stated that hie had expert evidence, he
(M1r, Allen) had expert ev'idence as well.
The evidence he had given was o" the
authority of representative firms such as
Albany Bell, who spoke for the pastry-
cooks generally, and who said it would
be absolutely impossible to work under
this scheme. H1-e did not know whether
any of those gentlemen were among the
experts who had advised the -Minister's
officers, but if s0 it was rallier Pecliar
that they should see members of this
Chamber and make statements of that
sort.

Mr. Carpenter: Does he say why?
Mr. ALLEN: That gentleman said the

public would not buy' stale pastry.
Mr. Carpenter: They ill not have to

buy stale pas"i.
Mr. ALLEN: If it was desired to sup-

ply a party or a picnic on Monday how
could it be otherwise? He believed those
in the trade were miaking an effort to
wait on the Minister to express their
views to him. He would like to know if
the MAinister's experts had seen these
gentlemen who stated that the conditions
-would be impossible.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: TChose
pastiy cooks who now found themselves
confronited by a possible change were
bound to say it would irritate. He had no
objection to hearing their views so that
Justice mnight be done by this legislation
and to give themn an opportunity to ap-
proach him hie asked that progress be
reported.

Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Oovernor received

and read notifying assent to the follow-
ing Bills:-

1, Supply (No. 3). £657 '770.
2, Perth Improvement.

House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.

%ckchlativc counfcitL
Wednesday, 3rd Dlecember, .1913.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESE NTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Hlealth Act,

1011-ly-law No. 30 and amendment of
By-law No. 17 of the Municipality of
Boulder.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS,
ADDITI ONIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J1. -. Drew) moved-

That for the remainder of the session
the Council do ,neet for the despatc nk of
buisines9s at three in the afternoon oln
all sitting days, and that, commencing
wvith Friday, the 511h instant, the Cown-
oil do sit ov Fridays in addition to the
days already ordered,

If Parliament was to close down before
Christmas it would be necessary for hion.
members to sit longer hours and sit on
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a day extra each week. By sitting early
and late four clays in the week we would
be able to get through the business in good]
time, and] also pay proper attention to
the Bills coinng up for consideration. It
would be necessary now to sit on 'riiirs-
dayv niadlt an(1 also on Friday, Another
plate had extended their hours of sitting
fromn 3.3S0 p.m, onwards, and in addition
to that had suspended their Standing Or-
ders so that now Bills were rushed through
in one dayv in some instances and camne
straight on to the Legislative Council.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: When do you an-
ticipate proroging?

The COLOMITAL SECRETARY:
About Christmas week.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (Southi-East)
Would the hon. the Colonial Secreta ry
leave outt Friday for the preseint? There
did not appear to be any reasonable
grounds for asking this House to sit on
Fridays. This House could do in one
sitting as mnuch as another place could
do in four. No doubt hon. members
would strain a point to meet at three
o'clock, although if the Government pro-
perly managed their business there would
be no need for this.

Hon. J. fl. Conuolly: Would you be
willing to meet next week on Friday?

Hon. J. F. CULTISM: Not unless it
was absolutely necessary.

The Colonial Secretary: It will be ab-
solut elyv necessary.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: It was desirable
that Parliament should be filled by patri-
otic men who were showing their lpatriot-
isin by following an avocation in life.
We did nol want professional lpoliticians
in this House, and most miembers5 had their
business to attend to. Why should this
House be kept dilly-dallying waiting for
another place until nearly the end of the
session, and then for hon. members to be
asked to neglect all their proper busines
outside and give four days a week, and
all day,. to the business oF this House?
Would the Colonial Secretary not leave
out Friday for the present, and if it was
absolutely' necessary later on, say the last
Friday of the session, or the last two, an
alteration could be made? He for one
was prepared to sit as early as the Mkinis-

ter liked, but to sit late on Thursday
nrights; was ;'ery inconvenient as it blocked
the regular business of lion. members,
which had to be attended to.

Hon. H. P'. COLEBATCH (East): In
view of Ltme fact that country members-
had left their homes and businesses with-
out knowing this; motion was going to
conic on, would the Colonial Secretary
be prepared to give an assurance that the
House would not sit on Friday night, so
that mnembers could catch their afternoon
trains?9 With the assurance that this.
Friday nig-ht would be treated in the same
way as Thursday nights had in the past,
hie would he jprepared to support the
motion.

Hon, R. D. 'McKENZIE (North-East)
It would be very inconvenient if honi.
members could not catch at least the
Frida.y night train to the gold fields, and
consequenty it was to be hoped the Min-
ister would fall in with 'Mr. Colebatch's
suggestion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (in re-
ply) : It was not in accordance with his
liking to sit om' F1riday at all, or to com.-
mnenee the sittings of the House at 3
o'clock in the afternoon, but it was ab-
solutely necessary. So far as this week
was concerned, hie would be quite pre-
pared to give the assurance that the House
would not sit on Friday night, and if hie
found it was not necessary to sit at all
on Friday' lie would be prepared to ad-
jo0irn the House on Thursday night.

Question put amid passed.

BILL-PEARLING ACT AMEND-
ME NT.

'Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

PAPERS-HARVEY IRRIGATION
WORKS.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East
moved-

That there be laid on the Table or
the House pla~ns and specifications or
the6 proposed Harvey lrzrgqatiomi Works
Scheme, together with estimates of C04
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of completed scheme and cost of works
constructed up 4o date.

No doubt all these were readily available
andi it was not necessary for him to say
anything in support of the motion.

Qu4,-1ion pint and passed.

BTbL-ESPE RANIGE NON TI{WAR1D8
RN LAAY.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. R. G. ARDAGHE (North-East)

I think this is the fourth Bill which has
been introduced for the purpose of de-
ciding upon railway communication for
thre Esiieraiiee district. At any rate it
is f lip second occasion on which a mea-
suire has come before this Chamber-
sinure I have hand the honouir of being a
member, This time the Bill is for thle
construction of n line from Esperane
northwards a distance of about 60 miles
into what is now known as, and has been
proved to be, a good district for prodne-
ig wheat, and where a larogv numnber of
settlers have, from time to time, gone to
Jive and make their homes, perfectly
satisfied fromt their experience that the~
district is a good one for growing- cer-
eals. A very instrnctive speech was give
here last eveningw by thle hon. the leader
of the House, and [ do not feel disposed
to weary lion. members l)3 going at anry
great length mn'yself into what is to ine
a very' important question. The valuable
information which thre Minister gave to
the House, information which he gained
throug-h his own personal observations
witen in thle district, and also fromi im-
portant (l overumnent officials of Western
Ausntralia. is. I think, good evidence to
showr hon. miembers that the construc-
tion of' these few miles of railway at any
rate is absolutely iiustified. After the
set back Lte settlers have received
thliougli the want of raiwaycmu-
caition, and thrnoigh the lack of other im-
portant mneans by' which the district
could bea bentefited, and thle way they
have stuck to their holdings and improved
them in t.he hope that some Lime or an-
other the Legislature would see its way

clear to gr-ant them what they deserve
kind want. has been proved- they should
get, namely, railway conliniunictio-

11on. Sir E. 1-. Wittenoom : Would it
not have been better- for them if they had
gone somiewhere where there was a rail-
way V

lon. Ri. 0). ARDA01lI Unfortinately
iainv settlers in Western Aiistralia have
been; sent out into districts where there
is no railway anud probabl 'y where the
land is no better than the land in the
Esperanee district and where thle rain-
fall probably is not so good. I think the
people who have gone down to Esper-
ance, ninny of whomi have had farming
experience in other parts of Auistralia '
should receive this railway. Tire waviy
these pecople have stuck to their holdings
and improved rlieni is a proof thant thle
district warrants the construction of 'tha~t
line. They' have proved to my mind and
to the mind-s of othiers that thre district
is a us-ood onle for growing" wheat of a
goad quality. This cannot be denied,
because0 at the last Royal show they ob-
taiined the second prize for wheat pro-
dticed in that area. it goes to show at
any rate that the district is capable of
pI'odiieing wheat of a hig-h quality, and
n doubt they can grow plenty of it, too,
if given reasonable facilities for getting
their stuff to miarket. Other parts of thle
State have railway coniniunication, so
that the settlers in the respective dis-
tricts can uise their hand for variouRs pur-
poses; why not, than, gint these people
tile same facilities, the same opportuni-
ties of getting- their produce to market?
Other farmning districts inland ailso have
railway communication, and 1 hope that
I will have opportunIi ties inl future. of

supprunarailways for still othier por-
tions of the State. Atv vote will always
1-o to assist railway commuinication, be-
causae railways constitute one of the best
assets the State can have. Railways
mnean encotiragemient to people to open
tip land in various p~ortions of the State,
and without railways they cannot make
tile headwa 'y thtey desire. Thle statemlent
given to thle House last night by the Co-
lonial Secretary as to the quality of tho.
land at Esporance, the rainfall, the
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suitability of the ground for holding
water-information backed 'Lip by re-
ports of Government officials-should be.
sufficient evidence that this short rail-
way is an absolute necessity. I hope
lion. members wvill see their way clear on
this occasion to pass the Bill. We have
on numierons occasions been backed tip
by many of the leading newspapers of
thie State ink this demand for a railway
for Esperance. I amn sure the opinions
exvpressed by these journals must be
widely known. In the Sunday Times of
last Sunday I noticed an article in
which solnc ver ' important facts were
brought to bear inl the consideration of
this railway. An lin. member says the
paper lasnechangedl its views. WVell, I
hope some hon. members will change their
views also, in regrard to this question.
At all events the Sunday Times is
widely read and goes to all portions of
the State, and consequiently I am satisfied
that when its readers have perused this
article and those of other leading papers
they wvill not he so parochial as to say
that Esperanee does not warrant a rail-
way. The article in thle Sunday Times
reads aq follows :

I'n our opinion the Council ought to
pass this Bill. ft represents, as we said
two weeks ago, a legiimiate agricul-
ttiral proposition. RI will fetch trans-
port facilities to over a hundred set-
tlers, 'It wvill open ipl a vast tract of
cultivable country. t wvill intersect a
dis;trict the driest area oF wich is with-
in thec lit'teen-ineh rainfall belt. The
suIilaliility of the soil for whleat-grrow-
ing is at tested by the fact that at bag
of wheat fl-i GIrass Patch took second
prire at the Royal Show. A powerful
.1inient in) favour of the railway is%
lte fact thant its construction was re-
commended by a majority of the old
advisory board. A strong- point made
by the Attorney General is that ain ex-
cellent opinion of the land is held by
Mr. Stton, The Minister of Lands
is auithority for the statement that the
'Eqrscrancc-Grass Patch country has
mian y features in common with the
noted Pinnaroo districrt in South Arts-
tralia. "The Pinaron district." says

Mr, Bath, "would lever have been
opened upl had the attitude towards it
been the same as that taken up in re-
gard to the Esperanee pr0ovince. Dis-
tricts which were formerly condemned
aire going to pull South Australia out
of the mire and give it a decent cereal
production even in a year of insuffi-
cient rainfall and adverse cireum-
stances. We should act here as they
htave done in South Australia. We
slhould raise above peti y prejudices, in a.
matter of thIis sort." It is seldom that
the Sun7day Times agrees with the
-Minister for Lands, but in this issue wve
are fig)JrI ing, on the Same Side. W"Aioult
setting oUr1selVes up as land exvperrs we
eon sider thiat a good case has beeni made
ont. by the adv-ocates of thec ra1ilway.

The article continues-
The Council will not be justified in re-
jecting- this railway. If it does it wilt
lie open to the charge of being-
prompted by 1 v aroehial lP teludice. of he-
ing incurably biassed agalinst Esperanee,
of refusing to listen to reason -when it
comles fromn the Labour Paty, of pan-
dlerinig to sectional animosities and
stifling thre progress of the South, and
it will be0 might;' diffieult for the Coun-
cit to clear itselIf in tire eyes of people
-who take an imipartial view of things.

This is clear evidence of whiat one section
of t he Press line to say in regard to the
quest ion of thuis railway. T amn satisfied
myself that the fanning community are
not opposed to thle consgideration of the
line. I feel tHant the representatives of
fri rilg corn innitics in this Chamber are
no longer Opposed to the Bill being
passedl %e have also thle evidence g-iven
in thle report of Ilr. Middleton, who
sa vs-

I conlsider that- one ilflion aceres or
more of this mallce country is equal in
valuie toer the growth of cereals to the
saute area anywhere iii the State.

Suirely when hon. members have state-
mnents like this, from so important an offi-
cial as Mr. Middleton, they must, in .ill
fairness, attach some weight to the evi-
dence, I sincerely hope that in dealing
Sili this question onl this occasion they

will take the reporis Of these importatt
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offiem into consideratiotii. If these re-
ports are not worth anything, why should
these officers be retained to get out ini-
formal inn of this descriptioni for the bene-
fit of those wvio rule the eoutry We
find also in the report prepared by M~r.
O'Brien, who is a competent etigieer.
that thie average rainfall in thle district
is fully 15 incltes, and Alr. O'lBrien goes,
on t o say-

A fier an examnation extending over
SIX Iflo1ltl]5. and carried out inl a sys-
tt'ial ic way, I see no serious difficulties
in projviding a reliable, economical, and
clean water supply all over the area. of
1.1/2 million acres, including railway r'e-
q lireinetit s.

Wt, hare lhad statements from timle to time
that thle ground is not 'sulitable for eoil-
servtug the water: yet, wve have from no
less reliable an authorityv than% Air.
O'Brien thle statemnent thnat the district
is a good one for ltolding waler. T do
not wish to take upI atuv more time. I
sincerely hope that lion. Ineinbets will
east their votes for the Bill anti that they
will give this Portion of tile farmiing. cotn-
mtunit N of Western Australia the same op-
portunities for getting railway commutn-
ieatin and for wtorking their lanlds as
have been given to other portions oE thle
State. These farmners. have struggled
gamely and with very little assistance.
wvith indeed practically no assistance front
the Afgricultural Bank, and I think this L

abig factor in their favour. They ha'% e
taken up thle same position as did niatty
of those sterling old settlers ia the early
days, and have not been spoonfed in any)
waY; consequittly 1 think they consti-
tute a most desirable class of settlers anii
I hople that we will have mnany mnore such
settledl ji other districts as, well as in the
Esperance district.

H~on. A. SA&NDER SON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : It is 1.5 or 16 Years since I
visited Esperance, and we have on the
Table of the House a photog-raph which
looks 15 or 16 'years old. I do not know
whether it is a recent photograph or not.

The Colonial Secretary: It is intended
to show the harbour.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I think T can
say a good deal about the harbour, be-

cause on lihat occasioin -1. came across
from Adelaide to Esperance and the chart
we sailed under was Cap~tain Cook's. I
noticed onl the eltart several little riots of
inkL and thle captain told mie they repre-
sented some of the rocks which hie had
spotted Onl his I rips.

lHon, J. W. Kirwan: Are there any
rocks any where else onl the coast9!

lon. A. SANDhER SON : Unfortu-
nately thiere are; they represent one of
the great nat ural disadvantages. Buft it
is a very llfgriltet~l task to depreciate
any port ion of Western Australia in
ordler to defeat at proposition brought
forward in this Chamber,. in fact, so un-
g-rateful that 1 do not propose to indulge
im any deopreciatin of Esperance or that
part of the eountry. It is certainly somne-
whaqt amiusing- to hear ltie gold fields nietu-
hers tnrned atrricuilttristii. The hand~ is
Esan's but the voive is .Taeoh's. Of
course this isg a goldfields lbusin~ess from
start to finlish.

J [on. C. A. Piesse: Nuot at all.
Hon. A - SANTDER.SON: I Will be glad

to hear the lion, member and he will have
the benefit of followinev ae, so I wvill tot
have the rightIl of replry. As far as the
zoldflelds people are concernedl I have no
hesitation in Saying that this agricultural
mask is put forward with g-reat clever-
ness, and it is certainly not piut forward
with sincerity. It was a gold fields affair
in 1894, 1895, 1896, 1897, and 18938. and
it is a goldfields affair to-day' , and per-
sonally I regret thtat owingl to thle attitulde
of the country, practically as a Whole,
there is no chance of throwing this State
open to private enterprise to develop it
and build railways north, sonth, east, and
Wvest, for we certainly w,%ant them- badly
enough.

H-on. R. 0y. Ardagh: If a railway is
gzood for a private comipanY it is good
for the State.

Hon. A. SANDER SON: That inter-
jection would taike one rather 'far afield,
hut the position to be considered ait the
Present time is the financial position. We
have been sitting here for some stx
months dealing with the affairs of the
countty-tbe one important affair in this
country at present is the financial posi-
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ion-and we have been going on with
our deliherations-one wishes to use mild
language-practically Without any regard
for the financial position.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: You are
the only man who has realised the situa-
tion.

The PRESIDENT: Order!1
Hen:' A. SANDERSON: I can hardl y

take that from the lion. member, the
representaiive of millions, as he so fre-
quently tells us, of foreign capital. As
a struggling settler I have to look to the
financial position, but as one who can
look from the heights of Olympus on the
struggling mortals of this country the
lion, member cannot deal lightly, I should
imagine, with the financial position.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: I said
you were the only man who really
realised the gravity of the position.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is childish
to suppose that I can realise the financial
position in the presence of my hion.
f riend.

Hon. Sir E. Ht. Wittenoom interjected.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: I do not know

whether the lion. member refers to him-
self, but I think he does. The finaucial
position in connection with this proposi-
tion of the Esperance railways seems to
he the key to thme situation. We cannot
carry Out the development of this country
on thie lines I have suggested. If a Bill
was broug-ht forward by the Government
to give a concession for the construction
oif a railway at someone else's expense I
wvould he prepared to vote for it, but I
am not prepared

lion. WV. IKing."siill : That is probably
What it is.

lion. A. SANDERSON: T cannot folb
low thec lion. memilber'sR interjection, flow
can the leader of the House propose that
in thme present condition of affairs this
country should lie committed to tile eon-
struetiun Of this railway? If we commit
ourselves to the construction of the rail-
way, if we pass thle Bill, wye will delude
more1- people to join the hundred settlers
already' there. These settlers who, I take
it, are genuine settlers, quite ignorant of
thle operations onl the goldfields, un-

sophisticated, honest settlers, who know
nothing about goldfields tactics, are there,
g'enuinely trying to develop thieir pro-
perty. If we pass this Bill it will act as
a mnagnet to draw m-ore people to the
district, and we will not be able to build
this line.

I-on. ,J. Cornell: What about those
whob are there!V

Hon. A. SANDERSON: IMy symnpathy
goes out to those people.

Hon, R. G. Ardagh: We want the rail-
way to go out to them,

Hon. A. SAND ER SON : The hon.
member desires that the railway should
be built. He has referred to it as, anl
agricultural railway, and hWs talked on
the rainfall and the crops, and the
manures and the dams-

Hon. R. G. Ardaghb: I talked of facts.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: Yes-a mini-

ing representative niasquerading as an,
agricultural representative.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: Some of our
best farmers camne from the gold fields.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Yes , and my
sympathies arc with the hundred settlers
who have been led to go out there, when
there is mighty little chance of a railway
being built, though I wvill not say of this
Bill being p~assed, as I, for one, do not
know how the figures; are going. But
sympathy is of little use when one is
strugg-ling in the desert. If these men
have proved their bona fides it would not
be too mnuch to remnove them to a better
portion of the country. It would be
cheaper, and it would be a more business-
like barwraini to settle them in-I will not
say a more favoured portion of the coun-
try-but a mnore accessible p~ortion of the
co tntry, and if we could get an account
dealingo with the two propositions, the
countr y asq a whole would be ver~y much
more advantaged from the cash point of
view tlra n if the railway were built.

Honi. .1. W. Kirwan: Does the hern.
member sa y the land is not valuable?

Hon. A. SANDEaRSON: I have tried
to guard myself three times against wvish-
ing to depreciate in any way the value of
land in the Esperance district. It is a
most ung-rateful task to one like myself,
who knows something about the North-
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West, the South-West, and the South-
East, to set one portion of the State up
against another portion, atid to have to
listen to the taunts of the preceding
speaking regarding the parochial point
of view. Why, that view is taken by the
hon. memuber and his political friends.
Their eyes have been glued on Esperance,
and they' can see nothing else, not even
the other portion of Western Australia
or the financial position.

lion. R. G,- Ardagh: I was quoting a
Perth paper.

Hon, A. SANDELSON: The hion.
member has no view of his own, and is
frightened to comec into I he open, but he
quotes, and quotes and quotes, on a sub-
ject of which hie knows about as mnuch as
I do about stopes and winzes to which we
have been listening for the last three or-
four wveeks. I have a great; admiration
for one lion. member in this Council in
regard to his attitude towards this pro-
posal, and if it was a personal mnatter I
wvould like to give hdm a Christmas box
of I lie Esperanco railway and harbour,
and a block of land as well. It is quite
sad sometimes to think what a strain his
-work in connection with this railway dur-
ing the last 15 or 16 years must hare been
to his mind, but I do not think it is a fair
thing to accuse those who are opposed,
and strongly opposed, to this railway of
taking a parochial view of things The
people who look at this proposal from
the Western Australian point of view
will he the ones who will be most strongly
opposed to the railway at present. We
have a lot of work to get through. The
leader of the House has reminded us that
tune is going on, and other members
wis 'h to speak, and I do not desire to de-
tain bon. members at any very great
length. I hope that supporters of the
line will not think that because I have
compressed my remarks into the space of
a few minutes it is a subject which I do
not, know something about. I belicve we
can go back in the official records and
find that this railway was proposed in
1876. I went most carefuilly into the sub-
ject 14 or 15 years ago when the people
on the goldfields would have scoffed at
the idea of urging agriculture as a claim

[118]

for the construction of this railway. The
one thing was a railway to give them the
closest communication with the sea&
There was a great deal of force at that
lime in the argument in favour of the
line from a l)IIrely goldfields point of
vriew, bnt we need not go over that. Then
we come to the plea of health, and for
my o'vn part it seems the strongest argu-
mient in support of this railway. Cer-
Waiilly it is the only thing which appeals
to me. Anyone who has been to Esper-
utnee and to Fanny's Cove and other
places close by will have found some of
the most delightful summer spots for the
goldfields people, and it is a great pity that
they cannot get downt there. Those places
I believe Would have proved an enormouIs
beneft to the goldfields people, but this
agricult[Lre argument is simply a mask on
the part of the goldfields. I do not say
a word against the settlers who are in the
district.

Ron. I?. G. Ardagh: That is not a
parochial statement yen are making.

I-Ion. A. SANDERSON: The position
of goldfields members in this connection
is obvious, anid the principal reason which
will induce me, and I believe other hon.
members at this juncture, to lay this rail-
way proposal aside is that of the finan-
cial position of the country. I we pass
this Bill ait the present time, the railway
will not be built probably for years, cer-
tainly not for many months to come.

Hion. J. W. IKirwan: Does the lion.
member want to stop all public wvorks in
Western Australia?

Hon. A. SANKDERSO.N: The hion.
member need not ask me that question.
We know that the people who are stop-
ping the development of this country are
sitting on the Treasury benches to-day.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is very unkind.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: As I said be-

fore, time is running on and there are
other members who desire to sp-.eak in
connecation with this matter. For my
part I shall vote against the Bill and I
trust it will be thrown out by this House.

lion. J. F. CULLEN (South-East):
This fourth request for the Esperance
Railway reminds me of the classical
story of the importunate widow. The
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-widow had to deal with a curmudgeon,
and the only point of difference between
that story and this House is that while
this House is not of the curmudgeon
spirit, the widow had to deal -%vith a cur-
mudgeon who feared neither God nor
man, but who at last said that the widow
was beyond everything. Now I confess
that T have been somewhat worried over
this question. Mly first trouble was to
find that the widow was not an Esperance
widow at all, not a struggling attenuated
widow such as might he found at Esper-
nce, but a buxom Kalgoorlie widow.

Ron. J. Cornell: You wooed the widow
yourself once.

Hon. 3. F. CULLEN :A widow -with
many charms indeed and wonderful elo-
ctuvnee, almost Mi lesia n eloquence-suchl
was the Kalgoorlie widow. The weak
point in the widow's claim has been free-
iy put before this House by 'Mr. Sander-
son. Hon. members can" easily recall
the arguments for this railway when the
present Government camne into power.

lRon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom :This is
quite a different railway altogether.

l1on. J1. F. CULLEN : The Govern-
menut when they camne into power could
not break away from the traditional
position and so they proposed a rail-
way from Esperance to Norseman, to
connect -with the Gloldfields railway, and
thus make a channel of trade from those
ne-wly settled districts to the goldfields
market. There -was a good deal to be
said for that proposal, and there is a
good deal to be said yet. The traditional

aruetagainst it is this: That after
'Western Australia had expended such
enormous sinms of money in giving the
goldflelds railway communication, water
s upplies, and mining necessaries, it was
rather a serious propositioa to give our
Eastern competitors a short cut to our
go ldfields trade. It is possible fora
State. as wvell as for a. mnn to forget
to provide for his own, and this State
has first of all to look after its own peo-
ple and its own trade. This State liav-
ing done its dutty at enormous cost to
the goldfields, and thus made possible
the development of trade there, I think
the State had the first claim on that

trade, and that the old traditionary con-
sideration. had to be weighed in connection
with the Government's first proposal; but
I say without fear of contradiction that
the main consideration of this House in
refusing the first proposal of this Gov-
erumeont was not that traditionary eon-
sideration, but the fact that a financial
and a commercial ease bad not been
made out for the construction of the
railwav.

Hon. Rt. 0. Ardagh: Has it been made
out in the case of other railways?

flon. J. F. CULLEN : Very much
better cases have been made out. Now
the Government come around and say
there is no truth in the notion that it is
a gold fields widow who is asking for this
railway. The goldfields. with supreme
self abnegation, consent to the existence
of a. gap of about 00 miles between the
head of this proposed line and the line
to the goldfields.

lion. J. W. Kirwan :Does the hon.
member contend that the people of Es-
perance or the settlers do miot want this
railway I

Hon. M. L. Moss : Did you ever find
a. district in the world that did not want
money' spent in it 1

Hon. 3. F. GULLEN : The Govern-
ment say that the goldfields have con-
sented to give tip any benefit that might
come to them. There can be no possible
beneiP to them in this new proposal
with the existence of a gap of some 50
or 60 miles. This gap will make it 1w-
possible for any trade between the gold-
fields and the niew settlers to take place.
It is a gap -which may he called a bot-
tomless'pit, an unbridgable gap. When
hon. members look at that remarkable
evidence of self abnegation on behalf
of the people who have engineered this
line . I want to press this point, which
'Mr. Sanderson so well puit, that even
though there have been always a few
people ait Esperance who naturally would
like railway communication, and even
though the main engineering has been
from the goldfields, does any hon. mem-
ber think the Government would have
budged one foot but for goldfields in flu-
enee. Not at all. A very important
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section of the Government supporters
are representing the gold fields.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Does the hon,
member know that goldfields members re-
present that district?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: There is one
hon. mem-ber representing that district,
And only one,

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: There are three
members in this House.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: Yes, but I am
speaking just now of the hon. members
who influenced the Government in ihe
direction of introducing this railway.
Does any hon. member imagine for one
moment that the Government acted at
the instance of this House or of members
of this House?

The Colonial Secretary: This House
passed a resolution in favouir of the rail-
war to Esperance some time ago.

Hon. J. F. CULLjEN: I am afraid no
hon. member can take the responsibility
for that just now, and the position I am
arguing is that the movement is a gold-
fields movement, and that the Government
would never hare budged a foot but for
the support received from the goldfields
representatives. Is this an honest and
ingenuous act of self abnegation in con-
senting to the existence of a gap of about
60 miles between the head of the pro-
posed line and the goldfields trade! I
say it is not, and whilst the Government
are asking Parliament to pass this 60
miles of railway which I shall show pre-
sently to be an absolutely futile proposal,
dio the Government intend before the
echoes of the debate on this Bill are off
the air, to bring in a further proposal to
bridge that gap? If not,' then they are
self-convicted of asking Parliament to
consent to a wicked waste of public
mioney. What possible trade could be
developed by this 60 miles of railway
commencing nowhere and terminating no-
where?

I-on. R, G. Ardagh: The hon. mem-
ber should have a look at the map, and
ie would find that it will commence some-
whtere and end somewhere.

Hon. 4. F. CULLEN; The richest
.oint of all is that we are here presented
vith pictures that are some 20 years old.
Phere was a time when Esperance was an

important township and when it was in-
tended to be a vecry important place.
Those old pictures are here, and I do not
say that the leader of the House intended
that the Houise should be misled by them.

The Colonial Secretary: You know
well, that I only brought them here to
show the harbour.

Hon. S. F. CUILE N:- Even then I do
not think the leader of the House will
say that with tile aid of those pictures
we shall be very much "forrarder."1

Hon. J. Cornell: You must know that
Photographs flatter.

Hon. S1. F. CIILLEN: I am afraid they
are not the only flatterers. I am afraid
the claimants for puablic expenditure have
a way of flattering also, and I think even
the Oolonial Secretary did some little
flattering last nighit. I cannot vote
for the present proposal because the
expenditure which would be involved
would be futile. It cannot possibly de-
velop a traffic which will pay interest, to
say nothing of working expenses.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: 'Has the hion.
member read the figures in the report
of Mr. 2liddleton and Mr. O'Brien?

Hon. J. F. CUJLLEN: I have heard
them readl. I am not going to speak of
the Esperanee harbour. That is a matter
for harbour experts. I can only take the
ease which hafs been presented by the
Colonial Secretary himself, and from the
statement 'which that gentleman made, the
harbouir cannot be now used for the ex-
port of wheat. It would not pay to ex-
port wheat from Esperance harbour.
The Colonial Secretary admitted that the
old jetty is in the wrong place and that
when the real harbour is constructed
there will have to be a wharf in a dif-
ferent place, and that dredging cannot be
undertaken to bring current day shipping
to the present jetty. There is no need
for eng-ineering experts' advice in con-
nection with those matters. They are
manifest to the lay mind. Do hon. mem-
bers who know anything of agriculture
believe that settlers can grow wheat on
this belt of country 30 or 35 miles inland
from Esperanee, take it to Esperance,
down to this old .jetty, lighter it into the
ship in the offing, and compete with the
wheat growers of the rest of the world?
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H~on. J, W. Kirwan: Why did the Ad-
visory Board recommend it?

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: They arc not
agriculturists.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Then why wvere
they appointed to report uplon other rail-
ways?

hon. W. Kingstnill: They have been
lightering all over South Australia for
years.

lon. J. F. CULLEN: The interjection
of the hon. member is very inapt.
Those ports in South Australia have
established charters that are now 'worked
withI the utmost precision. E very cost
is reduced to a minimum.

Hon. W. Kingsniill: But how did they
start?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Leaving Esper-
anee as it is now and building this 60
miles. of railway, and trying to compete
with the rest of the world, to say nothing
of I he rest of Australia, it would take 20
to 25 years to develop anything like a
traffic that would bring shipping to
Esperance.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: John Darling
would fix it up in three years.

'Hon. J. F1. CULLEN: The freightage
would be simply forbidding. I am speak-
ing on matters I have fortified myself
upon with v-ery, accurate information.
and whenever this subject is to be dealt
with, it cannot be done by a small pro-
ject such as thle one now before the
House. It would be simply to leave this
money idle perhaps 20 to 25 years. When
I say idle I mnean unproductive or pro-
ducing only a fraction of what is ineces-
sary to pay working expenses and in-
terest. So far as my influence goes, I am
not ffoing to shut the door on this project.
if tile figures supplied last night as to
area andi quality of country are correct
then this problem must be looked into
fuirther. Hon. members know that the
usual course with ag9ricultural railway
huilding in this country is this: Settler
find out the good country and take
possession of it. They start their initial
works and develop their holdings, and
when they get to a certain stage they come
to the Government and say, "So many
Settlers are hare, so much land has been

cleared, so much land is under crop now,
and we con give you an absolute cer-
tainty that by the time this railway is
completed and ready to carry our pro-
chico such and such a percentage of the
interest and working expenses will be
ready si might aay." That is an argui-
mient that no Parliament can refuse to
listen to. It is a practical argument; but
the process has been reversed at Esper-
ance. The process there has been, "There
is land and if the country will build a
railway the settlers will go and develop
it and produce stuff for the railway to
carry!' That was the argument 2 /
years ago. I asked when the first Bill
camne forward, "Where are the settlers?")
and the answer was in effect, "They are
uip at FICalgoorlie, but they will come down
by the first train and get to work to
develop this land if a railwvay is built."
That has a certain value, hut it is a very
different argument from the one that has
weighed with this House wvith every other
railway that has been built in ag-ricultural
districts. In every other ease the argu-
ment has been, "The land is there, the
settlers are there, and so much develop-
ment has taken place that there is a
practical certainty that the railway will
within reasonable time become a paying
proposition." If there is a belt as report
says of something like 100 miles fromr
east to west by a depth of from 35 to 50
miles from north to south 'of fairly good
land, then I say the country ought to
look into it. There is nothing whatever
in the figures as to actual development
ait the present. Developments are -really
on sutch a smuall scale, some 3,000 acres
cultivated, that they are hardly worthy
of consideration.

The Colonial Secretary: Could you ex-
pect more in the circumstances?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN': I certainly
could, but not to grow wheat. If I were
taking up land at Esperanee I would not
dreamn of growing wheat for export under
present conditions.

E~on. J. W. Kirwan: floes the hon.
member know that the present Govern-
intnt have stopped settlement until they
arc wvell satisfied this Bill will pass'?
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Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I have an un-
comfortable feeling that it did not need
stopping, and that for all practical pur-
poses a good deal of that settlement was
little better than dummying.

The Colonial Secretary: They would
not dummny useless land.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Useless land
would lie just as good as high-class land
for durnimyiog in the sense I am using
the term. If an argument has to be
worked up for Parliament, if it is in-
tended that the Mlinister could come to
Parliament and say so miany thousand
acres has been applied for, the cost of
that argument is only 6d. per acre, and
there has been a suspicious number of
cancellations and withdrawals of those
first selections.

Ron. J. IV. Kirwan:- Because the House
refused to pass the Bill.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: We will put the
best face possible on it, but to my mind
it is very suspicious. However, I am
very much more concerned with the
figures as to t he land capable of use than
I am with those 3,000 acres actually
under cultivation. I repeat I do not
think it would pay to grow wheat there,
even if this railway were in existence.
Howv can the settler grow wheat there at
2s. 10d. a bushel? He can do something
very much better than growing wheat.
That will be essentially a. district for
growing fat lambs, mutton, and wool;
those will be the industries of that dis-
trict, undoubtedly.

Hon. 4. Cornell : They can do that
in mixed farming.

Ron. J. F. CULLEN: Decidedly,
but to say it is a hanrdship that the. y can-
not grow wheat for export chows a want
of practical acquaintance with farming.
No one who is a practical farmer would
dream of growing wheat for export un-
der the present conditions or for many
Years to come in a district like that. He
could not possibly compete -with other
wheat growers. MTy first intention was
to recurd a silent vote. However, I do
not want either in that way or in the
speech I am making now to shut the
door on this problem, so far as my in-
fluence may go. I shall be prepared to

make one to investigate this problem. I
think it is very probable there may be
another alternative. If this area of coun-
try is 100 mites long f rom east to wvest
and only from 3.5 to 50 adioes in depth
from north to south it inight not he the
best thing to run a railway from north
to south. There may be a much mnore
practicable plan Of running a' railway
through the middle of that tract from
west to east, opening up practically the
whole of the belt with one line.

I-Ion. C. A. Piesse : \Vhere is the port'l
Hon. J. F. CUJLLEN : And that rail-

%vay: may find its proper outlet nt some
point on the Great Southern railway
system. Possibly some hon. member will
say that is Katauning again. I am go-
ing to meet that objection before it ar-
rives. I am not asking for any parti-
cular point on the Great Southern line.
It may be through Nyabing to Katan-
fling, or it may be through Ongerup and
Tamnbellup down to Albany, or it may
he by' a more direct coxirse to Albany it-
self. Those are matters for the Govern-
nieut Find their engineering advisers to
decide.

Hon. NV. Kingsmill: What is the
length?7

Hon. J. F. CULL N : There would
be at least 100 miles of railway in that
belt of country, and the connecting point
would be immediately with the Phillips
River country which is even better than
the Esperance land.

I-on. WV. Kingsinill: How much is
there at Phillips River?

lHon. J. 1'. CULLEN : I canot say
exactly, but it is quite sufficiently exten-
sive and it is practically a continuation
of the Esperance belt.

Tim Colonial Secretary: What would
be the lengthb of the line?

Hon. W. Kingeinill : Two hundredl
and seventy mniles.

Hon. J. F1. CULLEN:- If the connec-
tion were at Ongertip or at Nyabing the
distance from those points to the Phillips
River would be only about 100 miles.

Bon. J. Cornell : Judging from your
aruments it is ain abstract question.

Hon. J. F. CULLEJN : It is not an ab-
stract question by any means. The Ali-
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ister for Railways has been over the
country, and speaking at the opening
of the Tainbellup-Ongerup railway he ex-
pressed himiself entirely in favour of
opening uip road communication between
the Great Southern line and Phillips
River as early as possible. At that time
lie was possibly thinking of Ongerup.
But that is a matter for full investigation,
and rI think this House would be per-
fectly justified in appointing a select
comImittee to investigate thiS question. I
would make one, and I am satisfied M~r.
Kirwvan would make another, so that
both s~ides of the question would be re-
presented by us two, and I have no doubt
there would be other members who would
be willing- to give their time freely later
On.

Bion. J. W. Kirwan : Has the railway
not been long enou~gh before the public?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : I fear that is
really, not affected by my proposal, be-
cause this House cannot consent to the
present Bill. It is -anunfinan vial, uncomn-
mercial, and a futile proposal in itself.
The only possible excuse would be one
which thie Government would hiesitate to
make. I suppose their goldfields friends
said "Keep it dark, do not let people think
this is the thin end of the wedge by which
wve may get Parliament committed to the
line, because if this is built they can come
to us and say, all the money has been
wasted unless you build the rest of the
line." The only -way to bring the money
which has been wasted into use is to build
the remainder of the railway. I have ser-
iously put this view of the matter before
the House that in rejectingo this Bill we.
aire not shutting the door on the people
who hare taken uip land in the Esperance
belt, We are saying to them, "We want
to do the best we can in the interests of
the country as a whole as well as in your
interests."

Hon. J. Cornell: I hope the hon. mern-
ber always takes that view.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN:- And we will not
shut thie door on you; we ask you to have
a little patience.

Hon. J. Cornell: Their patience is ex-
hausted.

Hon. J. F. CUJLLEN. Aad have this
alternative proposal investigated so that
one may get the fullest light thrown
on the matter. I certainly cannot
vote for the present Bill, but I
(10 not say for a- moment that these
settlers are to be left in the lurch. That is
entirely absent from my mind, foreign
to my desire. Nor do I wish that that
tract of country, if it is as good as it is
described, should be left unutilised, but
we want futller light and f ull investigation
of this alternative lproposal. For these
reasons I must vote against the Bill.

H-on. H. P. COLEBATCH (East) : A-s
one who sympathises most keenly with
the settlers in the Esperanee district, and
as one who symnpathises also with the
people who may have invested money in
the port of Esperance in the hope of it
becoming a prosperous place, which I
hope some day it will, alsa as one who
symapathises with the long founded desire
of the goldfields people to reach the near-
est port, I desire to say a few words to
justify the action I intend to take in vot-
ing against the second reading of this Bill.
As other members have pointed out, we
can only regard this as a half measure.
It would be impossible to look upon it us
a completed undertaking. We need not
go further than] the railway from Cool-
gardie to Norsemnan to convince ourselves
how little profit there is in these half
measures. I should be one of the last to
suggest that the 'Norseman goldfields
were not entitled to railway facili-
ties. but when the line is built
the country wilt have committed itself wo
one of two propositions, either that they
must go on losing 'money on the lineoni-
pleted line, or they must complete the
railway to Esperance to give the line a
chance of paying its way; and the argu-
ntient would be a strong one with the 60
miles of railway built, that so long as it
remains an isolated piece of line it will
be a heavy loser, and it is only possible
to mnake it profitable to complete it to
Norseman. When it is completed to Norse-
man it can only be made profitable at the
expense of the existing line. I do not say
that is sumfcient reason to vote down the
proposal, but that is one of the things
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which we must bear in mind. So far Is
the settlers of Esperance are concerned,
they must have a market. We are told
that this line will give them a port for
export. They must either have a port
to export their stuff from, or a local mar-
ket, and speaking as one who, wvhilst not
being a farmer, claims to know something
about the conditions prevailing in the
agricultural districts, I say that at the
p~resenlt time there is very little prospect
of a farmer succeeding unless he has both
of these outlets for his produce, both the
home market and facilities for export.
The margin of profit is not large enough
to afford him a chance of doing wvell if
he is confined to one of these oppor-
tunities. Assuming that these people are
to be given a port to export their stuff
from we must admit that it does not mean
that 'ye have only to build the 60 miles
of railway, hut that a considerable sum of
money will have to be spent in improv-
ing the port of Esperauce to make it suit-
able for export purposes. We are faced
with the position of the large expenditure
of money which would not be justified to
serve so small a tract of country. You
have to go, according to the reports, for
I am not acquainted wvith the district,
some 26 miles inland before you reach
what is called good wheat growing land,
and you cannot persuade me that the re-
mnaining 35 to 50 miles of country will
yield sufficient produce to make it profit-
able to build the line and properly im-
prove the port. We come to this pro-
position. What is needed, and what will
have to be done in the future will he a
complete scheme to construct a railway
from Norseman to Esperance, an east
and west line from 40 or 50 miles north
of Esperance to connect somewhere with
the Great Southern railway, and the im-
pro~-ement of the port of Esperanee.
That is the only scheme that is going to
pay, and what is that scheme going to
cost?

Hon. J. IV. K~irwan: Why not make a
start 7

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I will give
my reasons for not making- a start wvith
it now, nnd I have risen for the sole
purpose of giving my reasons, and I think

they may animate other members of the
House in saying that this is not the time
to make a start. Without going into the
question too finely, I. suggest that the
whole undertaking of building the
line f rom Esperance to Norseman,
the equipment of the poart of Es-
perance and building a line east
and wvest, will cost at least one mil-
lion pound;, and I do think that an ex-
travagant estimate. We have to ask our-
selves, where is that money coming from.
During the last session of Parliament we
passed a Loan Bill for £5,600,000. Of
that amount one million pounds was
raised directly after the Loan Bill was
passed. Two million pounds were raised
early in this year, anti one million pounds
a little wvhile ago, leaving one million five
hundred thousand pounds still to be raised
to earry out the works included in the
loan authorisation. We have also to re-
member that the last loan was raised at
great cost, the biggest cost that has ever
been paid by Western Australia. We have
also to hear in mind that there is very lit-
tle prospect of money becoming cheaper
in the Suture. Newv South Wales is corn-
mnitted to large borrowings. Queensland
has to borrow something like eleven mil-
lions to re-pay loans falling due in 1914-
15, and we see from the recent issues
of the newspapers that large sums are
required in France and Canada.

Hon. J1. W. Kirwan: Does the hon.
member want all public works stoppedi

Hon. H. P. COLEHATCH: Not at all.
If the hon. member will follow me I will
make my position clear. I want him to
realise that money is not likely to get
cheaper in the immediate future. When
we have borrowed the one million five hun-
dred thousand pounds required to comn-
plete the works which have been passed,
where do we stand? Take the Perth tram-
ways: the amount passed on the authori-
sation was £550,000 not much more than
the money required, and we know there
is probably another quarter of a mil-
lion pounds required for that piirchas !
on top of this loan authorisation, for the
power house and the extension of the
Perth trams. Then there is the broad-
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gauge line from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie.
Last session we were told that this work
must be passed at once; it was imperative
that we should get on wvith the line from
Coolgardie to Mferredin at once. For
that work £300,000 was voted in the loan
schedule. Thle work was of such urgency
that thle Government countermanded anl
order for 601b. rails and substituted an
order for 801b. rails, in order to push onl
at once with that work. I suggested at the
time there wvas no need for haste, but I
was defeated, and now we find that this
work has been entirely forgotten; it is
pushed back. I do not know what haes
become of the SO1b. rails, but I know that
the work has not been undertaken, but
when it is undertaken-

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The Government
are trying to geat out of it, and I hope
they) wvill.

Hon. I. P. COLEBATCH: I hope
they wvill for the present. Although this
line wvill pass throug-h a p~ortion~
of the district which I represent,
I hope that the Government will
not push on with the work in prefer-
ence to other works which ought 'to be
carried out. If they go on with that
work it means two and a half millions of
money onl top of that already voted.
Then there is the Bolgart extension rail-
way. Only £.10,000 was provided for
that in the £5,600,000 Loan Bill. An-
other £100,000 will be required for that
work. Then there is the Wyalcatchem-
M1t. Marshall line. Only £10,000 was voted
on the loan schedule for that work.
Money will have to be provided for that
work on top of the £10,000, and after
raising the one and a half millions still
authorised it will require another £E100,-
000 to earry out that particular work.
Then there is the extension of the
Yilliminning-Kondinin line to serve the
settlers who have bee,, so unfairly treated
in the Kumminin and Emit Hill dis-
tricts during the last fewv years.
All this money will be required on top
of the one and a half millions left out of
the £5.600,000 voted on the Loan Bill.
Then there is the amount for harbours.
A suim of £75,000 was provided for the
Fremantle harbour. That is altogether

inadequate for the Fremantle harbour.
For Geraldton only £15,000 was pro-
vided, not nearl 'y as much as is required.
For Albany only £20,000. For Bunbury
no provision has been made whatever,
and the Premier promised the other even-
ing that a quarter of a million of money
would be spent on the Bunhury harbour.
All this money will be required after the
one and a half million pounds out of the
£5,000,000 Loan Bill has been spent.
There is nothing for Bunhiiry. Nothing
of the quarter of a million which the
Premier promised to spend.

The Colonial Secretary: Another Loan
Bill is coming down, you must remember.

Hon. 1-. P. COLEBATCH: But the
bringring down of the Loan Bill does not
raise the money nnd pay the interest.
Only in this moniing,'s newspaper or Yes-
terday's newspaper the Premier admitted
the necessity of spending money to ims-
prove the Busselton harbour. No pro-
vision1 is mnade for that; there is nothing
in the Loan Bill. A new loan will be re-
quired for that expenditure. Then there
is the important matter of the bulk hand-
hung of wheat. I am not prepared to say
what it will cost, hut it is an immediate
and pressing necessity. At the present
time it is costing farmers twvopence or
twop)ence-halfpenny per bushel for bags
alone, and this matter has to be faced. The
margin of profit on wheat growing
is so small that 'ye cannot afford
to neglect this matter. For thie
Agricultural Bank only £500,000 wag
provided in the total of £5,000,000.
All that has gone, and more too. The
Premier gave out as his chief reason for
paying an exorbitant amount of interest
on the last loan that he had to have
money for the Agricultural Bank and
workers' homes. The point which I wish
to emphasise is that any money exceeding
half a million pounds required for the
Agricultural Bank must be in addition
to the £1,500,000, the remainder of
the authorisation. For workers' homes
only £150,000 was provided, and I make
bold to say that the Government have
spent a quarter of a million on top of
that amount. The other day we
were told it was necessary to spend a
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large sum on metropolitan water supply.
What that will amount to I do not know,
and I do not intend to go into figures re-
garding the various socialistic ventures
such as the State steamers, sawmills, and
the implement works, and other things
in connection with which there is bound
to be considerable borrowing flow, irre-
spective of whether they are going to
pay or not in the long run. There
is a million and a half to borrow
to cover the existing authorisations.
There is another two and a half
millions more for the broad-gauge line
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie; there is
at least a quarter of a million in respect
to the Perth tramways; at least a million
within the next year or so in connection
with the Agricultural Bank. There is at
least a million for the harbours and for
the bulk handling of wvbeat, while half a
million has to he found from somewhere
to cover uip the deficit, and at least a
quarter of a million to satisfy those agri-
cultural railways which I have already
referred to, t~at are provided for in this
loan schedule, but only in regard to the
start. There will be another quarter of
a million to cover the excess expenditure
in regard to -workers' homes, so that
there is seven millions of money to be
borrowed 'without taking into considera-
tion the Esperanee railway at all, or,
leaving out the broad-gauge line from
Kalgoorlie to Fremantle, say -five millions.
If we pass this Esperance line, which of
those works are to he put back? The
hulk handling of wheat is far more im-
portant than passing a railway which we
cannot build for a number of years. Is
the improvement of the various harbours
going to he hung up in order -that this
wvork can he put in hand? I do not know
tiny~ one of the undertakings I have enu-
mnerated, with the exception of the broad-
gauge line from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie,
which could with any justification be sus-
pended in favour of the Esperance rail-
wvay. Therefore we are committed to at
least five millions of expenditure before
we can look at this matter at all. While
the Esperance settlers have my sym-
pathy it must be remembered that they
have gone there of their own accord, with-

out any promise of a railway, and in
defiance of the statement of the manager
of the Agricultural Bank that he could
not advance money.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: A promise was
made to the settlers.

lIon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Any set-
tler who has gone on that land before
such promise was withdrawn is
entitled to some redress. So far as I am
c-oncerned I have not a word to say
against the Esperance railway. The time
for its construction wvill come when we
have restored sound administration in
this country, so that we are living within
our means, -when we have restored confi
dence among local people, and have also
restored confidence among outside in-
veslors, so that we can borrow mnoney at
a reasonable rate. T hose arc the -reasons
why I oppose the second reading of this
Bill.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North) :I do not propose to say much
in regard to this railway. The Esper-
atice railway has been before us for some
years, but on this particular occasion it
is quite a different proposition from what
we have bad before, and I feel, after
listening to the very able speech of the
Colonial Secretary last night, that the
Government have been doing justice to
one of their greatest friends and sup-
porters, that is the hon. Mr. liirwan.
Mr. Kirwan I know has been a great
supporter of this railway for some time,
and I think it is due to him that the Gov-
ernment should do something for his un-
deviating- support of them on every oc-
casion. I think it was wise for the Gov-
ermnent to bring tip this railway because
the hon., member has given them splendid
support on every occasion. I have tried
to bring to my mind many divisions, and
T cannot think of one in which Mr. Kir-
wan has gone against the Government.
In the circumstances I think it is wise
for the Government. when they get a
really good supporter like that, to do
some thing for him. Mfy gr-eatest admira-
tion in 'connection with (lie whole matter
is the splendid speech which came from
(he leader of the House the other night
on a subject so unworthy of so much at-
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tention. I am going to oppose this rail-
way on the best of all grounds, joking
aside, because it would mean an entirely
new system in every way. There are a
few settlers who have gone down there-
I do not care whether it is the best land
in the world or the worst-they have gone
and settled on this land, and it means, if
we put a railway there, an entirely new
tystcm. We would have to have work-
shops, men there to repair the engines if
anything goes wrong, a new harbour, and
all sorts of expenditure, and for how
manyt I think the Colonial Secretary
said 27.

H1on. 3. W, Kirwan: Is that a sample
of the lion. member's fairness in the pre-
sentation of his case'?

Honl. Sir E~. H. WITTENOOM: 1
could not hear the remark which has just
fallen from the lion, member. I have a
telegram here from a gentleman who
lives in the Esperance distret, and he
says-"As a statesman I hope you will
support this railway for me."

Hon. J. Cornell: He judged you cor-
rectly.

Hlon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Tf
he had said "as his friend" I might have
supported it, but as a statesman I am
absolutely opposed to it, because we
would have to start a new system, a new
set of railways, ever 'ything fresh, for say,
50 people. Suppose these 50 people have
spent £2,000 each, mx' idea is to give
them the £2,000 and tell them to go sonie-
where else where we have railways and
land available. We have so much land
opened uip by railways, very extensive
-railways, and a great deal of this land is
unoccupied. So my theory is that if these
men want to go somewhere near to a rail-
way let them go somewhere near to a
system which is in operation.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: This is the best
land.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM:
Whether the land is the best in the world
or the worst, T say we would hare to start
a new system, new workshops . a n ew%
harbour, and all sorts of things% I say
buy these 27 or 50 mem out, and let them
go to where railways exist and land is
available. I congratulate the Government

on the excellent manner in which they
please some of their supporters. I think
they have had an undeviating supporter
in the lion. Mr. Kirwan, and it is very
nice of them to have brought this railway
proposition forward. We have had a lot
of argument about it; some of the argu-
ments have been purely academic, but in
these days we cannot go in for academic
arguments, wye most go in for ;Cs. d., and
in this case :C s. d. would be all loss.
There would be no profit there, nor would
there be for some time to come. There-
fore I say give these 27 or 50 men £2,000
apiece and tell them to go near to some
of the existing railways, This line has
been Mr.. Kirwan's hope for years, and
I am so glad we have been able to dis-
cuss it. The Government are to be con-
gratulated for bringing in a measure on
behalf of a supporter who has given them
moost undeviating support from start to
fnishi.

Sitig suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J1. GOBNETJL (South) : In offer-
imx- a few remarks in support of the
second reading, I desire to say that there
is no Bill that could pass this House
which would give me greater pleasure,
and I do not think there is any measure
that has ever been introduced into any
par-liament of Australia that has been
fought for so long as the measure now
under consideraition.

Hon. Sir E. II. W"ittenoom : You
should sit- d]own and rote yes.

Hon. J. CORNELL : I would he
pleased to follow the lion. muember's ex-
amrple if he would practise what he
preaches. There is much to be said for
this lie, but it has been said so often
that it is needless for me to say it again.
One of the miain arguments brought
against thie proposal by the opponents
of thep second reading is that insl;ead of
the line going from Norseman to Esper-
ance it is only proposed to build it 60
miles north from Esperanee. I think after
a Bill being introduced in this House
twice by the present Government for
a full length line from Esperance to
Norseman, and being defeated on both
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occasions, and after all the arguments
brought forward in support of a line
from Esperance. 60 miles northwards-

Hon. J. F. Cullen : That is not so.
H~on. J1. CORNELL : Well, it was ar-

pied that whilst the line might be justi-fled for 60 miles there was no justifica-
tion for a full length line. If bon, mem-
bers listened attentively to the speech
of the leader of the House, and if they
have read the reports of independent
Government officers they must come to
Cte conclusion that there is s~melhing-
in the Esperance district. I was ex-
tremely amused at the remarks of Sir
Edwar1d Wittenoom113 On the question Of
statesmiainship. He said that lie had re-
ceived a wire requesting him as a states-
man to vote for the line and hie replied
that he would do so as a friend, but not
as t) statesman. Then he went on to say
tha it would be. better for the Govern-
mnent to buy out the settlers who had
gone to Esperance.' to give them a certain
amiount of money and send them away to
some other part. By that remark, the
hon. member destroyed all his claim to
statesmanship, because wve have the re-
ports of men who were deputed by the
Government to go there and investigate,
mod they say that in this locality there is
a million acres of land equal to the best
parts of the wheat-growing area of this
State. To advocate that those settlers
should be bought out and sent to an-
other part of the State on the ground
that £100,000 should not be spent is a
splendid advertisement for the State and
a splendid exhibition of statesmanship.
A very correct analogy can be drawn
between ihe Esperance district and the
Pinnaroo country in South Australia.
Mr. Cullen professes to have a wide
knowledge of South Australia and its sea-
ports. But I have seen the Pinnaron
district,' and from reports I do not think
that district is. to be compared with
Esperance in regard to wheat growing.
If hon. members, before they vote
on the second reading, will turn to the
latest number of Hansard and read the
figures quoted in another place regard-
ing the advancement of the Pinnaron
district within the last fewv years they

will realise the great possibilities before
Esperane. I am sorry Mr. Sanderson is
not present, because he gets a certain
amount of enjoyment out of my speeches
as I do out of his, but be made a rema-rk
that it was very amusing to hear gold-
fields members speaking on farming. I
will not go so far as to say it is amus-
ing to hear the bon. member speaking
on maining, hut as a representative of
a mining constituency which has also
great agricultural possibilities, I know a
great deal more about mining and
agriculture than the hton. member,,
seeing- that I was reared on the land and
starred off country better than Esper-
ne, and that I worked in pastoral pur-
suits until I came to this State. I know
of men who have gone to the Esperance
district, men on whom I place more re-
liance than I do even on experts, men
who worked many tears on the goldfields,
who had .been attracted there by the
glamour of gold and the call of th wild
eats and who have gone back to the soil
to earn their living, and they, are absolu-
tely' convinced of the capacity of the Es-
perance land to grow wheat. Mr. Cullen
has said it will not pay to grow wheat
at Esperance. at 2s. i0n, or 2s. lid. per
bushel. I hare known farmers who have
grown wheat in New South WVales and
Victoria for 2s. 3d. per bushel, akid carted
it 20 miles to a railway, and although it
ma'y niot have paid them they lived and
are now fairly independent men. It is
no argument to say they cannot grow
wheat in the Esperanee district profit-
ably ait 2s. lid, if they have railway
facilities, but I do say this, that if the
district remains as it is without a railway
it is not possible for farmers to grow
wheat successfully at even s. 6d. a bush-
el. The leader of the House has stated
that it costs £7 10s. per ton to cart fer-
tilisers fromr the nearest railway. It has
lbeen said that what has kept this line
back is the spirit of parochialism.

lHon. W, Kingasmill : This line has
never been before the 'House.

Hon. J. CO'RNELL :. But what kept
the old project hacek was the spirit of
parochialism, end I hope on this occasion
that spirit will not enter in'to the qnes-
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tion. I know that hon. members viewed
me, when I entered this Chamber, with
a certain amount of suspicion, and I have
viewed other hon. members -with equal
suspicion, but I will pay this tribute to
some lion, members, that the impression
I formed at the outset was not correct,'
and I ,do not think that any hion.
member can put up a ease onl
the ground that this line is in any
way going to interfere with their con-
stituencies or with the trade and interests
they represent. I ean say on the other
hand that although I am the son of a
farmer, if a big farming community is
established in Esperanee, knowing farm-
ers' politics as T do. they will uot have
too much time for Cornell. Therefore,
in endeavouring to get this line through
and a farming community established at
Esperance, I ami not doing something
which is going to help my return to this
House. I speak advisedly of the farmers
and their political opinions. I do not
think one could knock my old dad's opin-
ions out of him with a sledge hiammer. I
do hope that Sir Edward Wittenooi will
show some conception of the Christmas
box lhe spoke of, and lie will be heralded
as a conquering hero if lie l6elps us to
carry this Bill. I do not intenei to take up
the timne of the House- because I think
lion, mnembers have made up their minds
as to how they are going to vote on this
occasion. I would just like to remind lion.
members of the last session of Parliament
when three railway Bills caone iul in this
House for consideration. If I had
strictly followed the wishes of a number
of ins constituents I would have opposed
those lines on the grund that the line
whirh I think most justified, and which
a majority of my constitueiits think most
justified. was not being granted. How-
ever, I was prepared to take the opinion
of the Government of the day, who were
advised by their experts, that these lines
were necessary, and should be built. I
em prepared at all times to be guided in
the construction of railway lines by the
Government and their advisers and by
members who represent the constituency,
and know the constituency best. That
is the only consideration I ask of lion.

members. I ask those who have not finally
made up their minds to extend to my-
self and those who are supporting this
line the same consideration whichi I have
extended in this Chamber in regard to
the authorisation of various railways that
have come before us. Even though this
Chamber may be unwise enough not to
agree to the construction of the line, that
would not forbid me from having an
open mind in regard to other lines that
come before us,

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East):
This matter had been before Parliament
for manly years and aqlways used to he a
proposition for a line from Esperanee to
the goldfields. It was a very natural wish
on the part of the g-oldfields people to get
a line to the nearest port, but I niever bad
any time for this railway as a goldflelds
propositioli. I have always endeavoured
in my remarks to speak fairly in re-gard
to the matter, and I have never attributed
motives to anyone in regard to this line.
Realising as I do from tljo best authori-
ties thle immense agricultural lpossibili-
lies of this area, and not only this area,
but that between Esperance and Ravens-
thorpe and Ravenstliorpe and Ongerup,
I look forwardl to the time whenm this
country will all be opened tip by railways
througllh the continual ion of one or more
existing s1pur lines of the Great Southern
Railwaiy. I anticipate that some day the
Great Southern Railway will be repeated
in an easterly and westerly direction, and
will rim lhrough country equally ais pro-
duetive as that throughi which a great
portion of it runs to-day* . I ani looking
forward to such a line and will he dis-
appointed if it is not an accomplished
fact within at few years. My heart al-
ways goes out to the settlers in the dis-
trict uinder consideration. realising that
thely have stuick In their land manfully,
and therefore I would like to see them
given Some opportunity- of getting their
produce to the nearest port. I have no
lime for the proposition just now as a
through goldfields proposition, but I hope
to live to see the day when there will be
an extension of the line from 60 miles to
Norsemnan as it is only natural that the
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,country should be served by its nearest
port.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: You would
have to start a new and expensive system.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: I believe we have
the makings of another area of country
which will carry as many people in the
section from Ongerup to Esperance as we
have already along the Great Southern
between York and Albany, and it is only
natural that I should endeavour to help
when opp ortunity offers to settle that
country. My only' trouble at present is
that in the hands of the prvesent Govern-
ment, 'with their idea of doing away with
freehold and all that sort of experimental
legislation, we would never have this land
settled in anything like the quick time we
Would if people were allowed the freedom
to settle as was the custom in past times.
With free selection and limitation of
areas we would have the people rushing
there in hundreds, and the country -would
be settled in quick time. I am not going
to commnit myself to any promise with
regrard to spending money on the Esper-
ance harbouir-not at this period-

Hlon. F. Connor: Then what is the
good of the railway line?

Hon. C. A. PlESSE: There are num-
erous little ports in South Australia with
farms adjacent thereto, and they have
very cheap water transit, and by working
on the samie lines there is nothing to stop
us from sending thie wheat away fromn
Esperanee. The only drawback I can see
at present is the action of the Govern-
ment in limiting settlemkent and insisting
On conditions which are not conduicive to
progress. I trust that this motion wvll
he carried to-night. I promised Inst year
that if it was made an agricnltural ques-
tion and limited to a certain area I would
give it iny support. I sin not one to go
back on promises, and I do not intend
to go back on this occasion. I have
pointed out what I believe to be I he pos-
sibilitie of that country in the future,
and I am quite satisfied there must be
something good in this Esperanee land or
the settlers would never have stuck to
their holdings as they have done. What
will apply to one's own p~ersonal business
can be made to ap~ply to State enter-

prises; if we never speculate we never
accumulate, as the old saying is, and I
admit that the State is not undertaking
any great risk in connection with this line.
The only thing is that it is so isolated
that it will be a rather expensive line to
run, and it will be some years before it
can become a thoroughly paying pro-
position. I do not expect this line to
pay at the outset. With reference to our
spur lines, I think they should be given
credit for what business they bring to the
main lines. Spur tines have done their
part in proving the great possibilities of
the country through which they pass. I
do not think the spur line is going to
stop at Ongeruip or Y~ampup, I
trust that I. will be given credit
for not desiring to specially favour
the Great Southern. There is one state-
nient T would like to have fromn the Col-
onial Secretary in connection with this
mutter, and that is if the Bill is success-
ful in passing the second reading hie wvill
see that all the lines authorised will he
constructed before this one. It is only a
reasonalble request to make, and one which
I think hon. mnembers will agree should
be made to the leader of thie House, that
lines should be constructed in the order
iii which they are passed b 'y Parliament.
If I thought for one moment that other
]ines authorised were going to be put
aside in favour of this one, I would hesi-
tate to give my vote for it. but I leave
it to the fairness of the Government to
see that tines -ire constructed in the order
in which they have been authorised. As.
showing how it will be possible in the
ftuhre to connect this line on to some
point on the Great Southern, we have at-
ready a demand from the peopie beyond
Lake Grace for an extension, and they
cannot be denied it. They have some
three or four thousand acres of salmon
gnin country cleared. It goes to show
there is something in what I have said,
that this country will have to be opened
up, and opened up by a railway that w.%ill
give equally as grood results as the Great
Southern. And its terminus will not be
altogether at Esperanee Bay from one
point of view, because I am sure from
knowvledge which I have acquired from
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friends of mine down in that country, that
the Frazer's Range country will be found
to be suitable for mixed farming, and the
line call very well go in that direction. I
give the matter my strongest support and
I trust the motion wvill be carried.

Hon. W. I{INGSMILL (Metropoli-
tan): As I have already indicated on two
or three occasions, when I have spoken
on a project which in my opinion is
vastly different -from that now be-
fore the House, it is my intention to sup-
port this -railway as an agricultural rail-
way. ] say that with what I claim to be
a very fair acquaintance with the circum-
stances attending the construction of this
line and t he port of Esperance, which it
is intended to serve. As far as Esperance.
is concerned I lay claim to having a fairl 'y
good knowledge of the past history of that
port. Tlhe first time I. was thiere was in
1S97. Mhen Esperance was worthy of its
namie, when it was full of more than hope,
when it was full of confidence, full oe
young- men who had come there in the
blooin of their youth and whIo were oniy
w6aiting foi- thle line to be constructed
through to the goldileds iii order to niake
thiat one of the principal ports of Western
Aust ralia. In those dlays. before the
channels of trade had been fixed,. when the
goldhieleis were suffering from What waqs
then a very poor servicec, when there was
practically no harbour at Fremantle, when
everything more or less was in an un-
settled conditioin. the Esperanee line
through to the goldfields might. well have
been constructed. In those days I sup-
potted the project of a line from Esper-
ailee to Kalgoorlie. But as time wvent on
it was seen that this countryv conld not
afford more than one mnain trunk line to
the goldhiciris. As the Fremantle harbour
was enlarged and improved and over a
million of money spent on it, curl as tile
Coolgardie. water scheme was taken to thle
grold fields, and, incidentally. snuppl ied thle
R~ailways with the water they had so
badly needed, then the whole agpect of
affairs altered, it -would. have been im-
possible for this State to afford two trunk
railways to the goldfields. It was out of
the question. Had that railway been
built through to the "oldfields we would

have increased the eapitalisation of our
Working Railways very considerably
without increasing their earning capacity,
or only by very little. This is the reason
why 1 have atways opposed a through line
from Esperanee to Norseman, and why,
whatever my opposition has been to that
railway in the past, t hat oppo-
sition wilt be the more concen-
tra ted upon the closing of the gap
which will exist betweeni the terminus
of this proposed line and Norseman. Since
my first visit to Esperanee in 1.897 1 have
paid, I suppose, a dozen visits at various
times, and in some cases have stay' ed as
long as three months, which time has been
spent princip~ally in travelling t hrough the
Esperance country. So I ia 'y claim to
have a fair knowledge of that country;?
not, indeed, as a wheat-growinix district,
because, they were not growving, wheat
there when last I was in the district. ex-
cept at Grass Patch-nione of these other
parts had been opened up. Although I
am supporting the line. I envy thie leader
of the House his capacity for enthusiasm.
I could not resist asking him last night
whether he had seen that amusing and in-
structive object lesson now% -being per-
formed at one of our theatres, and en-
titled Yflet Rich Qniek Wallingford,"
where a gentleman, apparently some-
whant of the temperament of the
Colonial Secretary,, but with that
temperament perverted into chan-
nels which I am sure the leader of
the House would never think of. exploits
a little 'lown. perhap~s not quite so mori-
humid as Esperance. hutn still in a, des-
perate condition, and by' that exploitation,
started with the worst of motives-i hope
the Government are not constructing this
line With any but the best motives: I hope
the Government are constructing- the line
as an agriculltural line, and not as the first
instalment of that line which T have always
opposed. and which T shall continue to
oppose.

Hion. .j. F. Cullen: floes; the lion, mnem-
her hope thie 31inister is not telling- the
truth The 'Vinister last night gave us
pretty clearly to understand that this was
to be the first instalment of a ithrough
line.
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Ron. WV. INGSMILL: The Minister
went very neaer it the other night, and
if left alone would, perhaps, have gone
the whole way to denying that this was
the first instalment. The Minister has
not, as far as 1 have followed him, made
any definite statement on the question.
At all events, whatever the 'Minister's idea,
I have my own idea, anti much as I would
like to (10 so I am not bound to follow
thle lead of the Minister in that particu-
lar. As I was saying, this little town,
under the exploitation methods of the
theatrical gentleman I ant speaking of,
assumes all air of the greatest possible
success and prosperity, and I hope this
may be filie case in the instance we now
have before its I do not think the land
is as good as the lion. gentleman states.
but I think it is an area of land well
worthy of the treatment wvhich has been
meted out to other areas of land in lime
State which are, at all events, no better
than this, So far as I am concerned the
terminus of this line may be considered
for good and all to he at the point which
is fixed on the plans laid before the House.
and wvhich are now onl thle Table for the
benefit of lioni. members. Alternative
schemes have been mentioned. One lion.
gentleman, Mr. Cullen, has treated a
scheme of connection with the Great
Southern as alternative. while Mr. Please
has treated it as supplementary' . I am
not so very much enamoured of that
scheme. During my visits to Esperance
and district I have had occasion to travel
along the coast from Esperance to Bre-
mer Bay, and a good deal of the wvay from
Broomehill eastwards towards the country
to the north of Bremer Bav, and I can
assure those hon. members thait much of
the count rv through1 wvhich this line would
pass would not repay tlie building of the
line.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It would not follow
that course at all. hut would run through
the Phillips River country.

I-Io. W. KINGSMILL: I have passed
along the route which a railway would
naturally' follow if the line were con-
structed. The lion. gentleman shakes his
head. As he has not a map of the itiner-
arY I followed T think he is somewhat

unjustified in so doing. Howvever, that is
beside tile question. If bon. members will
look at the rainfall map of Westera Aus-
tralia they will see that a very peculiar
circumstance occurs in the matter of rain-
fall between Bremer Bay and Esperance.
Going eastwards from Albany-of course
we all knowv that Albany has, if any-
thing, too much rain--the rainfall gradu-
ally falls away until, at Bremer Bay, we
have 25 inches. From Bremer Bay on-
ward that rainfall decreases at at very
rapid rate, and a minimum of about 11
inches is reached at a place called Fitz-
gerald River, wvhere the inner rabbit-proof
fence runs into the sea. It then increases
,gradually until, at Hopetoun, the rainfall
is nearly 13 inchtes, and onl to Esperane
again it rises rapidly to 23 inchies. Then,
again, it falls away at a good rate until
you get 40 or 50 miles to the cast of Es-
perinie, when youa run out of practicable
rainfall so far as agrticulture is concerned.
Therefore. the rainfall is not regular, or
anything like regular, along the coast;
and, strange to say, where the rainfall de-
creases on the coast the decrease inland
is very marked indeed. Thus at 20 miles
north of Ravensthorpe we get outside the
line of rainfll as regards agrculture. I
say this as. the result of my own exp~eri-
ence when travelling through this country.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: That would damn
the Bill.

H7on. W. KINOSMILt: Most certainly
not. It mnight damn it fromt the lion.
gentleman's point of view but not from
mine. It may be that I am less pessim-
istic than the lion. member, but I do not
think the marked irregularities in the
rainfall along the coast would decrease
the value of the Esperance district as
an ag-ricultural asset. A great deal has
been made of the necessity for large
and expensive harbour works at Esper-
ance. Hon. members have always been
in the habit of considering Esperance
from the point of view of a future
overseas port. That is because they have
considered the Esperance railway, as it
is known, as a railway connecting Esper-
ance with the goldfields. That view I
decline to take. I look upon this project
as a project for at completed work, and
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as the necessity for a longer line has dis-
appeared so the necessity for harbour
imlprovements disappears, or is greatly
modified with it. Ron. members who are
acquainted with South Australia will
know that a great deal of the South Aus-
tralian wheat trade is carried on along
the coast of South Australia. Along
the coast of York's Peninsula, along
the western side of Spencer's Gulf ,
and along the very part of the coast
which leads to Enela and Esperance it-
self, wheat growing is going on to-day,
and, strange to say, some of the vecry
vessels which load wvheat and take it to
the South Australian ports have been in
the habit, if they are rot doing so to-day,
of going to Esperauce with goods for the
Esperanee people. There is one especi-
ally, the "Rachel Cohen," which has been
going to Esperance for years, aid which
invariably loads wheat and other produce
at Fowler's flay and Streaky Ba 'y, on
her way back to Adelaide. If this can be
done in South Australia there is no diffi-
culty in doing it here. If this is done
lie port which will receive the benefit of

this coastal trade will be, in m ,y opinion:
Albany, which should prove some little
meed of solace to 7%r. Callen, who is so
bitter in ]its opposition to the Bill, and
who desires to fake thle Esperance trade
oil to the Great Southern railwayv. The
only trouble I have in my mind in con-
nection with this measure is thot which
has been raised by 11r. Colebatch. It is
one of those little ironies of fate that
Espernnce-thnt name surely should be
changed from Esperance to Patience-
that Esperance which has waited so
long for this railway should have,
I think, obtained it -for I take it
the Bill wvill be carried-when it is
almost too late, when there is but
little hope of the railway being built,
even if we pass the Bill, for at all events
some considerable time. That is. if that
priority, which Ifr. Piesse has insisted
upon, the proper priority of the building
of these lines, is observed: and in his
remarks I entirely agree, namely, v that
these railways should be constructed in
the order of their authiorisation. It must
be some time before this railwayN con be
constructed, but I do not take the view

of the hon. member that because this
State has been brought, and I speak ad-
visedly, into what I consider is a most un-
desirable, not to say desperate, financial
position, that all projects of this sort
should be held iul. Surely if we can by
judicious legislation add the possibility
of what after all would be an additional
inducement to outside capitalists to give
us those funds which they already
show signs of withholding from us,
if by the addition of what after all
will I think turn out to be a good
agricultural area, we might add to the
assets of the State and thereby make
this State more attractive to the money
lender, is it not our duty to do
so Is it not our duty not to despair
utterly, but to take such steps as we
think will lead to such a result? I would
advise the hon. Air. Colebatch to en-
deavour to look ait things more brightly.
I do not think that because things are
bad we should preach the doctrine of
the cessation of all public works.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: I have not
preachied anything of the kind, but I am
not so conifiding as to think thle Govern-
mneat will put this work in its proper
place, at the end of the list.

Hon. F. Davis: That is a serious in-
dietient against the Government.

Hon. W. TUNGS-MILL: I am con-
fiding enough to think they will do so.
There is always the possibility that it
might not be the present Government
who will carry out the work. The hon.
the leader of the House seems to have a
somewhat indefinite period in his mind
as to the starting of the work. I am per-
fectly certain that if any Government
succeeds the present Government the
Esperanee line will be put in its proper
place. I think that if some of these silly,
futile schemes of State butchers' shops,
steamships, and brickyards, unnecessary
schemes, and schemes which would be
carried on even if the Government did not
enter into them, were dropped by the pre-
sent Government, there would not be the
same financiail stringency Or alny thing like
it in the matter of finding funds for this
railway. There is a good time coming,
sooner or later. Let uts hope it will be
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soon, and I have no doubt that the next
Government will proceed charily with
this work. And in due course we will
see Esperance, after its hopes have been
deferred for so many years, a prosperous
port, not so great perhaps as the people
of Esperanco imagined at one time it
would be, but still affording scope for a
good living, and more, perhaps, to those
people who have had the pluck to stick
to Esperanee right through. I am sup-
porting this Bill because I wish to give
this district, which I think worthy of
them . those facilities which have not been
denied to other districts, I wish to give
to any agricultural district facilities for
the developmient of the land in a proper
manner, and therefore I will support the
building of an agricultural line 00 miles
northiward front Esperance.

Hion. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : As a member for the province
through which this line will run if the
Bill is cardied. I desire to say a few
words this evening in support of thle pro-
position. T have heard three debates on
different occasions in connection with this
line. I thiink that during thle second ses-
sion that I was in the House a Bill was
brouight forward which was defeated, and
last year again a Bill was defeated. This
year I hope hon. members will agree to
carry the measure which is now before
thenm. It has been somewhat amusing to
me to hear the argument of financial
stringency used, especially in this House.
I do not know that there is any more
financial stringency in this State than
there is in any other State, and it is in-
deed pitiful to my mind' to hear members
getting up and emphasising the fact that
we have no mone 'y to carry on public
works. The present Government have
not yet failed to secure money to carry
on public works, and they have not yet
failed to secure mioney onl terms no
worse than other Governments have
secured money. They have not failed to
secure money where other Governments
have not been able to get it. Air. Scad-
dIon got his loan when Mr. Peake. the
Liberal Premier of South Australia, did
not get the money he required.

Hon. J. D. Connolly;- Mr. Peake would
not accept the money on the terms offer-
ing.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter), There are more ways than one of
killing a project, and it seems that the
hion. Mr. Cotebatch is hard] pushed for a
case against the Bill 'when he raises
the question of financial stringency. In
dealing with many other public works in
different parts of the State, the cry is
raised that we must go in for a policy o~f
development, do as Sir John Forrest did,
adopt a bold policy. But when we come
to consider Esperance, a totally different
aspect is put on thle matter, and we have
a cry of financial stringency, stinking
fish, and pessimistic utterances such as
that which Mr. Colebatch gave expression
to this evening. I would like to draw a
few comparisons in regard to the country
through which this line is to he taken and
some of the countr y in thle Eastern States.
.1 have hand experience of the mnalice coun-
try in Victoria. the Pinnaroo country of
South Australia, and rho country in the
peiiinsula part of South Auistralia,
which parts arc very similar indeed to
the FEsperance district. The development
of these particular parts of Victoria and
South Australia has made those States.
Had it not been for the development of
the miallce country' in South Australia,
South Australia would be nowhere to-
day, and the same may% be said in regard
to the development of the country around
Warracknaheal, Tronbark. Dimboola. and
other parts of Victoria. It is not so very
long ago since the country around War-
racknabeal was sold for £1.50 a mile,
simply with the object of keeping down
vermin. Tt was sold to settlers from
South Australia, and to-day it forms one
of the most prosperous parts of Victoria.
It is very similar to this land at Esper-
an ce. The samne may be said of the Pin-
naroo land: and I wanit to read ajfew
remairks made by the 'Minister for Agri-
culture in South Australia with reference
to the Pinnaron lands, as showing what
can be done in connection with this coun-
try. An interstate conference on dry
farming was held at Adelaide in March,
1911, and the Minister for Agriculture,
who presided. stated-
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To South Australia in particular the
utilisation of her dry land is a thing
of great moment, as we have something
in excess of .30 million acres of laud
receiving between 10 and 16 inches of
rain.

That is a lesser rainfall than what we
have at Esperance. The land through
which we axe trying to construct this rail-
way has a very much greater rainfall than
what is stated there. Then hie goes on to
say -

Of this quite half is situated in our
western district, and it is here that the
-greatest development will take place
-during the next decade. A careful
-study of our rainfall map will prove
of interest to delegates. As showing
the extent- to which we are producing
wheat in districts where the rain fall
averages 10 inches or less, I might
mention that last year over 55 per cent.
of the total production of wheat was
growvn in these areas, and I think I rim
little risk in expressing the, opinion
that by the end of the present decade
tile proportion of wvleat grown in these
dry areas will have increased to 75 per
cent.

I would just ask hon. members to bear
that in mind, that in South Australia in
these districts having a rainfall of less
than 16 inches 55 per cent, of the wheat
was produced in 1911, and the Minister
for Agriculture stated that during the
next decade 75 per cent. of the wheat of
South Australia wouldl he produced in
those areas; and the land we are seek-
ing to develop hy this railway is very
similar to the land there. In trying to
carry that argument further, I desire to
quote also what has been said about the
soil. Mr. A. J. A. Koch, of Lamcroo,
which is in (he Pinnaroo district, in read-
ing a paper on wheat growing in that
district, stated-

-The land in the Pinnaroo district is
chiefly of a sandy, loamy nature, and
even in the heavier soils a certain
amount of sand can be detected.

Now let me quote what Mr. O'Brien says
with reference to the Esperance land,
and lion, members will see immediately
the similarity of the two reports-

The sandy oarns which prevail ovei
the surface assist the retention of mois-
ture in the soil below, and require less
cultivation in fallow, than heavier and
stiffer clay soils.

These two reports, one dealing with
Lameroo, in the Pinnaroo district, and
the other dealing with the Esperance
land, are very similar indeed in respect
to the soil, and when I point out that
such land is producing 55 per cent, of the
amount of wheat in South Australia, I
think hon. members will agree with me
that it would be something useful and
something which wvould redound to the
prosperity and progress of Western Aus-
tralia if we carried this line. I desire to
rea1 another extract from the proceed-
ings of the interstate dry farming con-
ference in Adelaide. Mr. Koch went on
to say-

The land was open for app)lication
during July, 1904, and in August of
that year 100,000 acres were allotted,
The first problem to lhe successful ap-
plicant was to get to his block, which
from Tailen Bend was between 60 and
90 miles over a road. the lnst part of
which was very sandy, The scrub is
mostly low mallee, about from 6 ft. to
15 ft. high; some patches were higher
and heavier and] had to be axed down;
but the scrub roller has played a big
part in removing the first barrier to
successful settlement.

According to what I have learned about
Esperance. the mallce country there is a
little higher than that.

Hor. J. F. Cullen: It is much higher.
Hon. 3. E?. DODD (Honorary Minis-

ter) : It shows that the soil is not de-
teriorated. even if the scrub is only 6 to
15 feet high. One point which I have
emphasised repeatedly is that this jualice
country is more of a poor man's country
than that around the coast or the South-
West wvhere you require considerably more
capital to clear the land. In the maiIoe
country. you can simply put a scrub
roller to work and when the rolled scrub
is dry it can be burned and subsequently
easily cleared. I have repeatedly pointed
out how necessary it is to provide for
those men who have been engaged in min-
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ing operations and who have been crip-
pied as the result of their labours under-
ground. I have tried to solve the problem
during the past six or eight months as 0o
how it would -be best to deal with the
miners who are broken down in health.
The matter has received considerable at-
tention at my hands hut it is one of the
most difficult problems which can be faced
at the present time. We have a large
number of miners who, while they may
not be incapacitated now, if they continue
to work for two or three years will have
lost all energy and wilt simply become
martyrs to miner's phithisis or fibrosis, and
will be thrown on to the State. That
something mnust be done in the near f uture
in order to relieve that largely increasing
mnmber of people who are not able t o
continue wvork in the mines seems to mep
to be clear, and here we have one of the
means by which we could help those men
to get away from their occupation where
they arc gradually becoming crippled.
and in relieving them from that occupa-
tion we would be doing something -to bene-
fit the State, as wveil as the individuals
themselves. We have had inquiries dur-
ing the past three or four months as to the
possibility of placing miners in some
other parts of the State, inquiries as to
.whether we can establish a settlement
somewhere, whereby they may be able to
live and do something usef ul for the
State. The difficulty is to get hold of a
place which is suitable, and if we can
only get this line to Esperance, I believe
we shall have one of the means at our
disposal for solving that problem. The
country, as I have *said, is a poor man's.
country, it is easily cleared, and there is
no doubt about it the opening up of it
would he of material benefit to the people
of the goldflelds and no harm whatever:
would be done to ainy other part of the
State. I think the old idea of parochial-
ism is graduall :y dying out. I would be
pleased to see it die out altogether. For
the little time I have been in Parliament,
T have endeavoured to assist in the estab-
lishmnent of works which have been pro-
jected in any part of the State, and I
may safely say that none of the gold-
fields members have ever looked at the

construction of public works from what
might be termed the p~arochial standpoint.
I think all the goldflelds members can take
credit for that claim. I know of no agri-
cultural railway that has been seriously
op)posed by any gold fields member, and
I do hope that on this occasion we shall
get rid of any parochialism which may
exist in regard to this line. It will not
harm Perth or Freman tle, it is a line
which will help to open uip a province-
as big as some of the countries in other
parts of the world, and it is a p~rovine
which, according to 31r. O'Brien, contanq
a million and a half acres which are fit
for cultivation. There are many coun-
tries which, if they had such an extent of
cultivable territory would consider themn-
selvesb very fortunate indeed. I do not
know that I need detain the House any
]oiiger in speakzing further on this ques-
tion, As a member of that province, it
would be gratifying to me to see this
Bill carried. Of course, it would have
been more grTatifying- to me to see a Bill
for the construction of the railway right
through carried by both Houses, hut that
has been deteated twice and now the Gov-
ernment have brought in a measure oil
the linies of the recommendations of some
of the menmbers of the Advisory Board.
I think we can lay claimn to the sympathy
of the House and I sincerely trust that
members will rise to the occasion this time
and give that long delayed justice to the
Esperance district and to that province
for which the residents have fought so
long.

Hon. C. McKENZIE (South-East) :I
dlesire to say a. few words on this question
and to deal more particularly with the
tsperance harbour with which I amn f am-
iliar. I have heard this harbour con-
demned on many occasions, and therefore
the information that I can give to mem-
bers may, in view of my long experience,
he regarded as, of value, I am not a f arm-
ing man and, consequently, I know very
little about that Aspect of the question. I
have travelled from Esperanee to Horse-
man on foot and can claim to know some-
thing abouit (he cotmntry between those
two places. I have seen some very good
land along this road, though I must admit
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in somne parts it is good only in patches.
That was many years ago, and I went
through that country when there were no
houses at Esperance. I was on the south
coast for many years and I can speak
authoritatively about it and of the lhar-
bour at Esperanee. I have entered that
harbour at all hours of the night and day
and in all sorts of weather, and if it is
the intention of Parliament to build this
line of railway they need not have any
fear in regard to the harbour. Esperanco
is like every other harbour, it is a little
rugged, bnt I have never seen it so that
it was not possible to handle steamers
and berth them at the -wharf. I admit
that the present wharf is rather short
and that it is not in thle right place. I
was pleased to hear thle Colonial Secretary
tell the House that he had a report from
Captain Douglas with regard to the har-
bour. Captain Douglas and I were in
company on that coast for some years
and I ca.n assure the Honse that there is
no man in Australia who is better able
to express anl opinion about Esperance
harbour thian that gentleman. -Whatevr
Captain Douglas says can be relied uponl
by members because hie knows every nook
and corner of that coast, and the harbour,
and the experiences he has had have been
in all kinds of weather and all hours of
the night and day. Captain Douglas has
lived ithere now for some years, and it
might be said that he knows alniost ev-ery
sea that breaks into lfsperance. The ex-
isting wharf there is fairly long, but its
construction was stopped at the edge of
the hank in 16 or IS feet of water. Be-
yond that the water deepens very much,
and any ves;sel can lay there at any timle
and in plently of room. I took thle "Bill-
imnba" there and that was the largest ve~-
set, I think, that ever entered the harbour.
There was no difficnlty at all in getting-
it in. Since then other large vessels like
the "Buninyong" have entered thle liar-
hour without the assislance of a pilot.
The seas which break in there have not
mruch force; they are fairly well broken
and] the consequence is that they cannot
do much damage. The holding ground
is also very good. The question of this
railway has been before tbe House aiid

the country for some years. It has always
had a rough passage, and oa one occasion
in Sir John Forrest's time the Railway
Bill was defeated by only one vote. I
think that the people whbo are settled
there, if something is not done for
them, will have to be renoved to
another part of the State. They
have been struggling along, and
many ]lave been ruined. A great deal of
money too, has beeii spent there by those
people. The rainfall near the coast is
good, and wve know that it becomies less
as. we go inland. The country is very
good and capable of growing cereals. I
wvas up and 'Iowa that track for three
years, and consequently know something
abbut it. I think the House will be acting
wisely if it agrees to the construction of
this railway. It is my intention to sup-
port the Bill, and I hope it will be carried
throug-h this House.

Hon. D) . G WEI (Metropolitan-
Suburban) :There is a zieat deal to be
Said for the construct ion of this line as
an aricultitral propositoli, and I think
the timie is hound to come and that short-
lv. when this largre belt oif country will
have to be opened uip. I support thle
stand taken by Mr, Colchaitch that it is
not poczsibhe at the present time to build
thiis railwa ,y on account of the existing-
autherisations in connection with more
important works that have to he under-
taken in thle intprests of the whole State.
The Honorary Minister told us that the
financial position was not as stringent
ats lion. members had endeavoured to
make oat. -May I point out that the
Premrier at Narrogiin onl the 21st Octo-
her, spoke these words-

The State had one mile of railway
for every 108 of thle population, So
they were getting near the point -where
thle ratilwayvs would not pay. It was
necessary to see that the population
inecrased with rail way dev elopmcat.
He had every confidence in the future
of this State. It had taken Western
Australia onl ,y twvo years to recover from
the last period of depression, whereas
it had taken other States 25 years to
recover froin similar bad times. In
regard ito thle State's demnand on the
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money market, underwriters were now
beginning to close up to some extent,
being evidently determined to compel
the States to ease off in the expendi-
ture of loan moneys. It would be un-
fortunate if such a thing were to take
place as far as this State was eon-
cerned, for they were in a different
position to the other States, having
a tremendous territory oniy in the in-

itial stages of development.
That is what the Premier thoughit of the
financial stringency. I am not alto-
gether preprared to support the view
taken by -.%r. Kingqmill that it would

bea ar thling thait the measure might
be passed, and that the Government
should be allowed to construct it in its
turn. I would sooner go on the opposite
principle. I do not think the Govern-
inent have shown that they are absolutely
capalble of ugigwhat the State can
stand in the wvay of financial stringency,
and therefore I would be prepared to say
''When we have sufficient money we wvill
give you permission to construct this
line.'' There are many other important
works to be undertaken at the present
time. The Premier in his policy speech
said there were 430 miles of railway yeat
to lie constructed. If hon. members will
read the very interesting report of the
Fremantle Hfarbour Trust they will see
that that body draws special attention
to the manner in which the development
of the Fremantle harbour is being tie-
gleeted by, the Government at the present
time. Tn the last two annual reports the
commrissioners have drawn attention to
the efforts theyv have made to induce the
Government to take in hand the early
deepening of thie Frenmantle harbour, and
they add that it is their duty to again
state that no actual work in this dire-
tion has vet heen commenced].

The Colonial Secretary iThere has
been a large amount of money spent on
the Fremantle harbour.

Hon. DA G. GAWLER :Then they go
on to say' there is a large scheme at
present in hand for spending £648,000 onl
the Frenmantle habour works; they say
that is not sufficient and the delay in pro-

secuting that work is to be deplored;
and they continue-

If the Government would make some
definite announcement of their inten-
tion the Commisioners would have at
least the material at hand to answer
with some degree of certainty the anx-
ious inquiries from owners wvho are
building the larger ships, but even
that is denied them, so that all they are
able to reply to these inquiries is that
they have long ago recommended that
the port be improved to take these
ships but they are unable to give an
indication as to when the works wvill
even be commenced. Truly a sorry
position for ai board charged with the
duty of administering such a port as
Frernantle is or should be, to be put in.

The pace is altog-ether too slow, and they
complain in strong- terms that no proper
scheme for opening up the harqbur up-
river has been adopted by the (Jovern-
ment. There, I submit, is a large and
inmportant wvork yet to be takc i in hand.
Mr. Ardagh quoted with approval an
article in tMe Sunday) Timies saying, that
in thie opinion of that paper this3 lHouse
Thould pause before rejectng. iei tBill.
Pat ie omiitted a ver ,' importanit lpart of
t:at leading article, where it said--

It is, perhaps, justified in thle present
instance in asking for an assurance
that this enterprise will not he given
precedence over works already author-
ised and urgently necessary, undertak-
ings like the deepening of the Fre-
mantle hiarbour.

.I would like to just give hon. members
shortly the opinion of the Minister for
Works when taking p~art in a discussion
onl a railway in thle Dale River district.
Thle Minister must have spoken in one
of those unguarded moments bof which
we had anl illustration the other day, be-
Cause if h1is remiarkcs are to be taken as
they appear in print, then I say the
greatest opponent of this scheme is the
Minister for Works himself. He said-

The Government had lines al-
ready authorised to complete before
they could deal with other propositions.
They had, however, secured Parliament-
ary authorisation for the construction
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of the Yilliminiing-Kondinin line of 70
miles, which had just been started, the
Bolgart line of 30 miles which had not
been started, and the Coweowing-Mount
Marshall line of 50 miles which also
had not yet been started. Thus they
already had railways waiting to he
started. When these matters were
being considered, it had to he remem-
bered that the State could only go on
the London market with borrowing
powers of a limited character, which
meant that operations were limited to
a large extent, by the money borrowed.
The railway they were interested in
was within the scope of practical poli-
ties, bitt he did not want them to think
that it was possible to start it within
the next year or so.

He continued a little later in the same
day-I think it must have been after the
banquet-

They were all convinced of the neces-
sity for the railway, and the object of
the deputation was to secure the con-
struction of the railway in its proper
order, and that in the future policy of
the Government that line should re-
ceive consideration. It was only right
that he should state that he had recom-
mended the present Government-he
could not say whether it would he
adopted or not-not to carry many
railway Bills through Parliament. He
thought that it was absolutely wrong to
pass Bills through Parliament and
leave people to think thatt because the
Bill had passed they would have their
railway in a very short time. As a
matter of fact, a letter had appeared
in the Press recently in which a settler
said that he had taken up land four
years ago onl the promise of a railway
within 18 months, and the line, al-
though under construction, was not yet
completed. This had been the experi-
ence of others. Encouraged by the
news that a railway was to be built
settlers had gone on to the land and
started developing their holdings long
before they should have done. He did
not want to perpetuate that sort of
thing. He desired to pass Bills for
lines that were urgently needed, and

then to go ahead constructing them as
soon as possible.
The PRESIDENT: I wish to draw the

attention of the hon. member to the fact
that it is irregular to read any portion
of a speech from a printed book or news-
paper. I exercise my discretion a little
bit, but it seems to me the hon. members
whole speech is a tissue of readings from
newspapers.

Ron. D. G. GAWLER: Of course you
will appreciate, sir, that it is absolutely
impossible to bear in mind all the Min-
ister has said, and I would like the indul-
gence of the House to be able to quote
what the Minister did say. At any rate,
in that same speech he said he would be
no party to introducing further railway
Bills into Parliament this session before
the lines at present authorised were com-
pleted. I am sorry that my information
cannot be given to the House.

The PRESIDENT: I do not wish to
check any freedom of debate, but the hon.
member can tell the House what was said
without reading the speech. 1 should
not have drawn attention to the matter
if I had not noticed that the hon. member.
had a handful of newspaper cuttings.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I did not in-
tend to read them all but only extracts
from them. However, the Minister on
that occasion pointed ouit that it was part
of his policy not to build these new ra-
ways until those already anthorised were
comp leted, and not to encourage settlers
to go into dry areas expecting railway
communication when the railway could
not be built for a considerable time. That
is the reason why I oppose this line, be-
cause tinder the present condition of
affairs the Government hare a consider-
able number of railwrays to complete which
clearly take precedence over this particu-
har line. They have also this big -work
in connection with the Fremantle harbour
to undertake, which, again, will clearly
take precedence over the Esperance line.
Further than that, the money market is
in a stringent state. Accordling to the
Premier it is impossible to go on the
money' market without taking the risk of
a rebuff, and so far from being satisfied
with the suggestion made by Mr. Kings-
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mill, that we should trust to the Govern-
ment to build this line in its proper order,
I say let the Government, when they have
the money to build it, come to Parlia-
ment, and then I believe Parliament will
take a reasonable view of this line as an
agricultural proposition. I would like
to put it in this way: HOn. members are
business men. Would any one of them
say to the manager of his business, "I
will allow you to commit me to a certain
un~dertaking, but do not do it until my
position justifies nay going into it."
Would not any bon. member say "As
soon as my position justifies me in going
ntb this matter I will tell yon when to
start."

Ron. J. W. Kirwan: Are you going to
oppose all future railways brought be-
fore the House?

The Colonial Secretan: Are you going
to oppose the improvements to the Fre-
mantle harbour?

H-on. 1). G. GAWVLERt: No, I say those
works are urgently necessary; £C648,000
worth of works the Government are
already committed to, and those works
their responsible advisers, the Harbour
Trust Commissioners, say they must carry
out unless they wish the present harbour
to be passed by. The Fremantle harbour
is a national undertaking.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Will the hon.
memuber oppose any railway Bills intro-
dunced this session?

Ron. D. G. GAWLiER: I do not neces-
sarily say that.

Ron. J. W. Kirwan: Then why take
uip that stand on this railway and not
on others?

Ho'). D G. GA.WLflR: Because other
railway s are anthorised and we are al-
ready committed to them. The Minister
for Works says they cannot be completed
for some years.

Hon. J. WV. Kirwan: But I am speak-
ing of railway Bills that may rome down
this session.

Hon. D. G. GAWVLER: I am speak-
in of atiorised works. The 'Minister
for Works has made it his policy to
finish these works first and then he will
be prepared to introduce other railway
propositions. I am not speaking against

the line as an agricultural proposition,
because I believe there is a good deal to
be said for it, hut I object to the country
being committed to a heavy expenditure
-because it is not only this line but also
the improvements to the Esperance har-
bour-until present commitments are
dealt with,

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN (Central):- I
move--

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion negatived.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN: I desire to say
ait the outset that I am in favour of the
proposition, and I might also add I have
never been asked to snpport it from a
sentimental p)oint of view, or anything
of [ie kind. Somewhere in the vicinity
of 11 or 1.2 years ago Mr. Connolly
brought forward a motion asking that it
should be aii instruction to the Govern-
mient of the day to construct a line from
Coolgardie to Esperanee. On that oc-
casion I promised .11r. Connolly my sup-
port, and the project had my absolute
approval. It just happened that when
the vote was taken in the House I was
away on the ibMurchiison, and consequently
my name was not shown in the division
list. However, I was in absolute accord
with the proposition then, and since that
time we have had at least two other pro-
posals for connecting the Eastern Gold-
fields and Esperane by rail. I am sorry
that the present proposal is not also to
connect the goldfields with Esperan ce,
and that the Government cannot see their
way clear to go the whole hog and pro-
pose a line right throngh. However, an-
ticipating the temper of this House,'they
have thought fit to alter the proposition
and make it a line extending 60 miles
northwards from Esperance. Thatt, of
course, alters the proposition considerably,
In regard to the financial aspect, although
T think the railway will in the near future
become a paying proposition, at any rate
it will pay working expenses and in-
terest, it would be a hetter paying pro-
position if the line were run right through
to 'Norseman. We would not only open
up this 60 miles of country north of Es-
peranee, but we would open up the addi-
tional areas from Crass Parch to Norse-
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man. Then there would be the goldields
trade; we would open lip the goldields
market for a great amount of the produce
raised along the line, and there is no
doubt that Esperanee would be a popular
resort for the goldfields people at cer-
tain seasons of the year. The women and
children of the goldfields would most as-
suredly patronise the line to a great ex-
tent, and that would not make a great
deal of differencE to the capital city of
Perth. A great deal of the opposition
to this measure arises from people in and
about the capital city. I have been asked
the reason why I support a line from the
goldfields to Esperance, and people have
said to me "Surely you must realise that
it will be against your interests as a busi-
ness man in the city." That considera-
tion has been put to me scores of times,
and it is that parochial spirit that has
kept the proposition back so long. if
this proposition was good years ago it
should be good to-day, and I for one will
give it my absolute support. Mr. Gawler
evidently has been wavering a good deal
and lie felt almost inclined to support the
Bill but he said that there were other
more pressing financial matters which re-
quired attending to at Fremantle. I thor-
oughtly agree with the lion, member. I
think this proposal should not take pre-
cedence over otlier works and railways
authorised in the past, but there is no
harm in t his House approving of the de-
sirabilil 'v of constructing the line. The
works which the lion, member referred to
will have to he carried out, and in my
opinion they should be attended to at
once. And there are many oilier pro-
posals which should come along before
the Esperanee line, consequently in re-
gard to any feelings the lion. member may
have on that point no doubt the Minister
will give him an asurance that this line
will onl] ',take its turn in the ordinary
wayv. I feel that so much has been said
on this question that there is little more
for me to add. T do not wish to delay the
House: apparently a division is to be
taken to-night, and other members desire
to adldress f le Chamber, therefore I have
said sufflcient, and again I say I support
the proposal.

Hon. R. D. M1cKENZIE (North-
East) : It is not my desire, nor do I in-
tend to traverse the arguments in favour
of the building of this line. On previous
occasions ini this Chamber I have ex-
plained my views, and the attitude which
I intend to take uip, and I may say at the
outset I have not changed those views,
and on this occasion my support will be
given to the Bill, and I trust it will he
carried. At the same time I may say I
regret and regret very much, that the
Government have considered it advisable
to bring in a Bill for only a portion of
the line from Esperance to Norseman.
I trust if this Bill is carried, and it is de-
cided to go on with the construction of
the line 60 miles northwards, the day will
not be long before another Bill is brought
forward authorising the construction of
the line from the 60-tulle peg to Norse-
man, thus bringing the line now proposed
in the Bill in conjunction with the pre-
sent railway system of Western Austra-
lia, because I realise it is going to be a
very expensive matter to run a short rail-
way of 60 miles entirely upon a system
of its own. For eighteen years the agi-
tation has been going on on the goldields
for the construction of a line to the gold-
fields natural port. In the days when the
agitation started there were no agricul-
tural prospects between Norsemnan and
Esperanee; things have changed some-
what since then, and now we have what
I think everyone wvill admit, a tract of
good agricultural country which is crying
out for settlement. The agricultural
potentialities between Norseman and Es-
perauce are such that all admit the coun-
try w ill be able to growv all the agr-iculture
produce and all the gairden and farm
produce req~uired for the goldfields, and
the goldfields people will be able to get
the whole of their supplies from the land
situated between Norseman and Esper-
ance. Apart from the agricultural aspect
of the case, what has always appealed to
me, and appeals to me to-day, is that Es-
perance is going- to be such a magnificent
sanatoriumn for the teeming thousands on
the goldfields. There is no doubt if we
had railway communication between Es-
perance and the goldields there would be
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thousands of people, particularly women
and children, going there every year to
enjoy the invigorating and health-giving
breezes which blow in from the ocean to
Esperane. From that point of view we
are justified in constructing- the line, aind
from that point of view the Bill has my
,support. I am not going to traverse the
argipients again. I have no doubt every
member in the Chamber has made uip his
mind what lie is going to do, and it is no
use taking up the time of members going
,over the g-rounds -which have so often
been traversed before. I merely desire
to say that the Bill has my entire sym-
pathly and support, and I also desire to
sa 'y that if the Bill is going to a division
to-night I wish to have recorded the fact
that I haive paired on this occasion with
1)]r. Lynvin, who has bccn suddenly called
away to thle Eastern States. When the
,division is taken, my name wvill not there-
fore appear in the division list. I desire
to express my sympathy with the Bill,
and I. hope members will see fit to carry
it onl this occasion.

I-Ion. E. 31. CLARKE (South-West):
Like other members, I do not want to
give a silent vote on this question, hut I
ain prepared to believe in all that the
Minister in charge of the Bill has said
about the capabilities and possibilities of
that line. T think that can be safely
given in mid made a present of, but there
is this fact . when we look around and see
the various engagements that the Govern-
ment have uindertaken-by that I mean
the different railways and works they are
pledged to and -promised-I think they
have quite enough to do to carry out
those obligations -within the nex.,t three or
four years at the least. I was always
'considered cautions, and in some instances
I even bumped up against no less a
person than Sir John Forret. On cer-
tain points we differed, but I like to err
on the side of being cautious. There is
a time for that, and I think that time has
arrived now. We must bear in mind
that the profit on a bushel of wheat is
narrowed down to a few peace, and we
must also bear in mind the facilities there
are in other parts of the world for hand-
ling wheat expeditiously. One of the

things they do say is that the cost of
sacks now amounts to something like 3d.
a bushel which einphasises the fact that
the Government, to get the full benefits
of the railway, must have proper facili-
ties in the first place to accommodate
vessels of a deep draught. I consider the
harbours of Gerald ton, Fremantle, Bun-
bury and Albany require proper facili-
ties for receiving deep draught vessels
and the most up-to-date methods for ship-
ping -wheat. It is said that wheat grow-
iug is increasing inT Western Australia.
I am well aware of that, and it is going
to be something tremendous, the amount
of wheat shipped from the State. But
that does not prove that the men engaged
inl growing wkheat are making a fat living
out of it. I believe 3s. is about the mini-
mum at which wheat can be grown, and I
may say that that is governied absolutely
by the distance farmers have to cart the
wheat and the crops which they get. T
want to emiphasise this, that we do not
want to spread ourselves over too much;
we must link up the finances and carry
out the obligrations -we have nowv under-
taken before entering on any more. it
is not very often the Minister for Works
and myself agree.' but I absolutely en-
dorse and approve of what he said, that
the Government should not undertake
any more railways until such time as they
have cardied out those they are already
pledged to. I want to say this, that as
far as I am concerned I would not pass
this Bill if only for one reason, and that
is that the pas-age of this Bill through
this Chamber might induce settlers to go
on the land, and I am satisfied they are
not likely, even though the Bill passes, to
get the railwvay for some years to come.
T would deter them from going there, and
T would go so far as some bon. members
have suggested, that it would be better
to buy the settleis out rather than keel)
them there in the hope of a railway being
built which they are not likely to get for
some years. When we consider the finan-
cial position of Western Australia, and
that there are a little over 300,000 people
in this State, and that the loan liabilities
alone amount to between £80 and £90 a
head for each man, woman and child, it
is high time we paused, and so to speak
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called a halt and reviewed the financial
position of Western Australia before we
go into anything like this railway pro-
poal. 'With regard to the line paying
or not, that does not enter into the ques-
tion from my standpoint, because my ex-
'perience is that up to several years ago
there were only two spur agricultural
railways paying working expenses with
anything left to the good. But I would
support railways notwithstanding that,
because it is obvious that although these
short lines do not pay they swell the
amount of traffic on the trunk lines, and
they are absolutely necessary as feeders.
And( if we wait until such time as it is
proved that a spur line will pay we
should get very few more railways con-
structed in Western Australia. I think we
should pause and consider our position,
the position of the money market, an
our present liabilities, and I am sure if
I was running thle show my ambition
would be to give proper railway facili-
ties to the people who have been induced
to go onl the land with the promise of a
railway. I would carry out my obliga-
tion to them, and have the whole thing
complete before undertaking any other
railway. T adopt the suggestion thrown
out by no less a person than the Minis-
ter for Works, that I would rather defer
thle passage of the Bill until such time as
there is a possibility of the people at Es-
perance getting the railway within rea-
sonable time. I have nothing more to
say. I simply spoke with a view to
letting my reasons be known for oppos-
ing the line at this stage, that I would not
induce people to go on the land with the
hope of a railway when at the same time
I am satisfied it cannot be built for some
years to come.

Onl motion by the Colonial Secretary,
debate adjourned.

House adjournied at 9.15 p.m.

'Wednesday, 3rd December, 1913.

Election EReturn, Cue
Papers presented
Question:- State Enterprise balance sheets
Bills: Rands Act Continuation, nR......

illicit Sale of Liquor, l........
33Uls of Sale Act Amendment, point of order,

Corn.
Mlines Rtegulation, returned. .....
Feuding Act Amendment, Is......
Factories Amendment, Corn.
Electoral Districts , 0orn.. ....

PIesI
3310
5310
3310
3310
3810
3311

.3820
3320
3320
3329

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ELECTION RETURN, CUE.
The Speaker announced the return to

a writ issued for the election of a mem-
her for Cue, showing that Mir. Thomas
Chesson had been duly elected.

Mr. Chesson took the oath and sub-
scribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the M1inister for Works: Heath

by-law of the municipality of Boulder.
By lion. W. C. Angwvin (Honorary

Minister) :. Report of the Chief Inspector
of Fishieries for the year ended 31st
Decmber, 1912.

QUESTION-STATE ENTERPRISES
BALANCE SHEE TS.

Mr. MONGER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Lands in the absence of
the Premier: When do the Government
intend to furnish balance s-heets in con-
nection with the operations of the State
steamships and other State enlterprises?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: I will be glad if the hon. maember
will give notice of the question.

B3ILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1, Roads Act Continuation (introduced

by the INtmister for Works).
2. Illicit Sale of Liquor (introduced by

the Attorney General).
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